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their 0. family, ropresented by Comfort, Collin,
Oarnation, Chaeorful, Careful, Cricket, ete., and
Balgrays, from J. Jardine Patterson, Lockerbie.”

Wo aro glad to learn that theso valuable ani-
mals bave all roached quarantine at Quebeo in
good condition, and, after being thero thrae
months, will bo brought west. It is a pity that
their detention will not expire soou enough to ad-
mit of their being shown at the fall exhibitions.
Wo trust and believe that these additions to Mr.
MoCrag’s hord will prove a profitable investment
for thoir onterprising owner, who has long been
distinguished among the stookmen of Canada as
s warm advooato and successful broeder of polled
cattle. Theso broeds are coming to the front,
and, as beef-makors, aro destined to bo formidable
rivals of the Shorthorn and other tribes that have
heretofore, somowhat unjustly, thrown them in
the ghade. Their hardiness, early muturity, ex-
oollenco -of meat, and freedom from useless and
dangerous horny appendnges, will secure for thom
high appreciation as they becomo better known
to the farmers and cattle-dealoxrs of Canada and
the Uaited States.

TAKE 4 HOLIDAY.

Fresh from the enjoyment of a summer holiday,
and realizing to the full its wonderfully rujuve-
nating and reouperative influence, we add our
editorial * Amen " to the following sensible para-
graph from the Prairie Farmer .—

¢ There are many farmers who will in this goa-
son of rainy days, more than ever, think that a
holiday, when the whole family can lay aside the
daily routine of farm life, in doors and out, ¢hiteh
up’' the horses and take a pic-nic or fishing
excursion, cannot be afforded. But it is a fact
that a little recreation and pleasant social inter-
course pays far better than constant labour by
men, women and childron. Farm life in this
sounfry is almoat everywhere too isolated, too
monotonous. Mentally and socially the people of
the farm need the friction of others to wear off the
rust that dulls the brightness of the pure steel that
exists within. It matters little whereone goes, the
ohange is what is necded, and almost any change
will be enjoyable. It matters little what recrea-
tion is indulged in, 8o that it is rational and does
no harm to others. So we say, occasionally dur-
ing the busy season break away from work and
care, and have a good time. The man or woman
who has come to think thst such days cannot be
enjoyed should realize that they hava lost more of
the vitality with which nature endowed them, and
intended that thoy should preserve, than they are
aware of. Such a feeling should create alarm,
and lsad to immediate endeavour to regain the
gpirit, the jollity and the general desires of
youth.”

IMPORTANT MEETING.

‘We have pleasure in aiding to give publicity to
the following notice ;:—

¢ The third annual meeting of the Society for
the Promotion of Agrioultural Stience will Lo at
Monfreal, August 21 and 22, previous to the meet-
ing of the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, Aug. 28rd. Thefollowing mem-
bars have forwarded to the scoretary the titles of
papers to be vead or presented. The meetings
will be open to the public, and time will be
granted for discussion: L. B. Amold, A.M,,
Origin of Butter Fat; Patrick Barrie, Esq., Un.
derdraining; W. J. Beal, Ph.D., (1) Testing
Seeds at Different Tomperatures, (3) Varieties of
Red Clover; C. E. Bessey, Ph.D., The Chyllo-
mania of the Red Blm, a new disease attacking
fruit trees; T, J. Burrill, Ph.D., Notes on Para-
sitic Fungi; G. O. Caldwell, Ph.D., The Main-
tenance Ration; Peter Qollier, M.D., (1) Upon
the methods for the esimation of the so-called
Reverted Phosphorio Acid in Commercial Fertiliz-
ers, (2) Results of my Investigations the past four

ears upon the Sorghum; J. Hi Comstook,

.S¢e., The best methods of Destroying Scals In-
seots ; A. J. Cook, M.Be., Experiments with Bses

and other Insecots; Geo. N. Cook, LL.D., The
Study of Boils; C. H. Dwinclle, Hortioultural
Quarantine; W. G. Farlow, M.D., On some Dis-
onses of Cultivated Blackberries; F. A. Gully,
B.8e., the Food Value of Cotton Seed; B. D. Hal-
sted, D.Se., The Soil & Factory, not a Mine; W,
H. Jordan, M 80, On tho Non-albumenoid Nitro-
gon of Timothy at differcut stages of growth, R.
C. Kedzie, M.D., The Sourco of Nitrogen of
Plants; A. R. Ledoux, Ph.D., The Past, Pre-
gent and Puture of Poruvian Guano. Chemienlly,
Agrioulturally, and Pohtically considered; I f;
Roberts, M.Agr, Pulverizing and Stirring the
Soil ; D. E. Salmon, D. V.M., Our Animal Plagues
and the means of controlling them ; J. W. Ban-
born, B.8., The relation betweon the relative and
absolute quantities of Food and Water taken, to
the amounts of Food Nutrients assimilated ; J. J.

“Thomas, Esq., Germination of Beeds; W. W.

Tracy, M.Se., the Influence of Soils on the Gor-
mination of Seeds.—— E. Lewis StLRTRVANT, Secre-
tary, Genova, N.Y.

DOMINION CATTLE COMPANY.

——

We find the following references among our
exchanges to the above-named organization, whose
operations would seom to border on, if not actu-
ally to realize, tho gigantic.

The Country Gentlenan quotes *‘a Chicago
paper "’ as follows :—

“The Dominion Cattle Company of Canadn
has now invested nearly $700,600 in lands and
cattle in the Panhandle of Texas. Their latest
purchase was the Wolf Creek cattle ranch of
18,000 cattle and 400 horses and mules, with all
the personal property belonging to the ranch, for
the sum of $450,000. This property adjoins the
‘Word ranch, containing 11,500 caltle, just pre.
viously purchased by the Dominion Company, thus
uniting the two ranches, which, combined, are
capable of carrying 50,000 cattle, making it the
most valuable property in the Panhandle.”

Says tho Mobeetis Panhandle :—

« The largest cattle sale of the Panhandle
conntry ever meade by an individual stockman,
was the sale that was consummated about ten
days ago, J. M. Day selling his stook, numbering
upwards of 20,000 head of cattle, together with
his ranch privileges, to the Dominion Cattle Com-
pany, for $450,000.”

The Prairis Farmer has the following comments
on the paragraph just quoted :—

¢ The Dominion Cattle Company, of which W,
P. Herring is managér, wakes at least 850,000 on
this purchase, as they could get half a million
dollars for their purchaso if they desired to sell.
This without doubt is the largest sale made in
that portion of Tezas by & single cattle owner.
Doc can no longer be hailed as the cattle king of
Wolf Creek, since he has parted with his ¢ cattle
on a thousand hills.’”

Tae Exccutive Committee of the Western
Dairymen’s Association has decided to hold a
great Cheese and Butter Fair in Woodstock on the
11th and 12th of October next, under the auspices
of the Western Dairymen’s Association of Ontario.
Over $1,000 will be offered in prizes.

Apvance Report.—We have received an ad-
vanoo report of the experimental department of
the Oatario Agricultural College, detailing certain
modes of caitlefeeding, with the ascertained
rosult. It came to band too late for carefu: study
and oxtended notice in the present number, but
wa shall hope to pay our best respects to it here-
ofter. This report containg details as to the rela-
tive value of corn, peas, oats, oil-cake and cotton-
geed cake in the fattening of young cattle ; also
an account of the microscopic examination of
twelvo varieties of wool; together with sundry
fnols in regard to the production of beef and
mutton, with their application. We are sure this
pamphlet is & record of painstaking work, and

" that its perusal will be highly thought-provoking.

SRETURES OF CANADIAN WILD BIRDS.
By W. L. Kzuuy, Lxs‘rownx., OnT.

THE TANAGERS.

Tho Tanagers form « numerous genus of birds,
the majority of which are confined to the tropical
rogions of Awerice. Among the feathered tribes
they are conspicuous for the brilliant plumage
with which they aro adorned.  Only ono speocies,
the well-knownand much-ndmired Scarlet Tanager,
is a summer vigitant of Canada ; but in form, and
many of their habits, the grosbeaks and some of
the finches bear a strong resomblance, aund seem
to follow in natural order.

THE BCARLET TANAGER,

The Secarlet Tanager i3 one of the most beatti-
ful and admired of Canedian wild birds. With
the excoption of its wings and tail, which sre of
velvet black, the wholo of the body of the male is
adorned with an elegant plumago of rich scarlet.
Its beautiful form, brilliant plumage, and graceful
movements, when seen nmong the green branches
of the trees, or flitting over the newly-sown ficlds,
or over the blossoming flowers, gives it & very
fascinating appearance, which excites the admira-
tion of every beholder, and renders it one of the
most welcome of our summer visitors. The tana-
ger i8 not amoug the earliest of our spring visi-
tors, but as soon as the woods have assurned the
emerald garb of summer, and the insect tribes,
aroused by the heat of the solar rays to renewod
lifo and activity, leave their dormant state, and
flirt again through the genial air, the tanager,
impelled by migratory impulses, and the love of
its native woods, once more returns from the tropic
regions where it has passed the winter season, to
enliven the Canadian wilderness with its presence
and its song. For some time after his return he
may be reen, in company with other birds, in the
fields berdering on the woods, where he comes to
pick up the uncovered gramn, but being of shy
disposition and retired habits, ke, as soon as his
favourite insect food becomes more azbundant in
more concealed places, retires into the depths of
the woods and the tops of the trees, where, dur-
ing tho sumwmer months, he is not often seen.
Occasionally he may be ecen in large orchards in
quest of swall ripe fruit, but as scon as the
demands of hunger are satisfied he again retires
into the deep woods. The song of the tanager
somewhat resembles that of the robin, but though
melodious, is warbled in a low tone. This song
i heard at intervals during the summer months,
and generally at an elevated position among the
tree tops. His more common notes of *chip-
bird " are often heard, while his person is con-
ceale: from observation among the thick folinge
surr unding the place where the female may have
placed her nest. The notes appear fo come from
& distance, though the bird making them may be
in the immediate vicinity —a faculty bestowed on
him by the beneficent Author of Natare, no
doubt for his protection, to compensate in a de-
gree for the danger to which his brilliant colour
would expose him. The Scarlet Tanager is seven

inches long; the female is somewhat less; her
plumage is olive-green above, and ash colour be-
neath ; the wings and tail are dusky black. She
is yot more retired in her habits even than her
more beautiful companion, and is seldom seen in
his company exceptin the vicinity of her nest. She
is strongly attached to her progeny, and when the
nost is approached, evinces much distress and
strong maternal affection. The nest is placed on
s branch or in the fork of a small tree, generally
not high off the ground; it is formed of small
bramble and fine roots ; the eggs, three to five in
number, ara of a light green colour, mottled with
dark spots. The mannors of the tanager are
retired, ersy and inoffensive. It arrives in the
woods of central Ontario towards the latter end
of May, and deperts again in September.



