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THE INFERCOLONIAL CONFERENCE.

"THE Intercolonial Conference, which afew dayiJ ago wvas apeed at Ottawa with imposingcere-
nionies andunderthe most auspiciaus circumistances
was an occasion afmore than ordinary importance, and
may leave its mark deep in the history of aur time.
The bare fact cf such a body cf men drawn from the
ends of the earth, yet ail members ut' ane great
empire, meceting at a place which in the memory
cf men still living wvas a wilderncss, is cf itself most
suggestive. What prcgress bas been made in
Canada which could provide ia such a city a fit
Meeting place for se august an assemblage, and ivhat
progress bas been made in modes cf transport, that
the members camposing it could gathar there la
such com fort, la se short a time from the utmost
ends cf the carth ; and wvhat must bc tha strength of
tlîat camnion bond of kinship, and that common
desire for dloser intercourse which could briaig them
across aceans and continents te meet te confer ta-
gcther an mattcm of zom mon interest ? The apening
ai the Conîférenîce by the representativa af royalty
in person, in language se cordial, and cxpressiaig
only peace and goodvili ; the presence cf a delegate
irom the Home Government te show its sympathy
and render assistance ; the distinguishied mca who
werethere ra represent their governments in colonies
%vhich girdle the globe, every ane of them empiras
i cmbryo ; t ie great array ai influentiai mea cf al

classes and representatives cf public bedies who
compased the audience, made Up such a gathering
as ana whe secs or takes part in it is net likcly aver
ta forget.IL the speeches which wcre made, there
evidcatly la>' upon the minds oi ail a deep sanse ai
the importance cf the occasion, ci responsibility
resting upon the delegates, and cf very possibly such
far-raaching and momentous results which might
follow their deliberations and conclusions, as might
make theaConféence anc memerable li the history af
the whole empire, and mark an apoch la ber up-
ward and cnwvard progress and future developmant.
Ln such circumstances it wvas mast meat that his
Excellency the Governor-Geaieral should give ut-
terance te the " earaiest hoe," rc-cchocd bv one of
the speakers, " that their deliberations might through
the onec ernai source of wisdomn and goodntss ha
fraught with advantages te, the empire anid te the
world at large."

Looking at the speeches as a whole, ne thought-
fui Canadian or well-wisher to the empire could
but be struck and deeply impressed by their tone.
One or two protesed that thera vas ne sentiment in
the whole affair, that it wvas purcly a niatter af busi-
ness. But sentiment wouid net bc kept down, and
material as cur age la, yet wa make bold to say1
that sentiment gaverasi t te a far greater degrcee
than most people imagine or would admit. Even la
the matter'cf fact anid purely business deliberations
which must follow the oeaiaig, au undercurrent cf
sentiment cf ivhich nc oe can wholly divest hlm-
self, will unscoaciousiy influence anid shape the
deliberatians and conclusions cf the Conference, and
wve believe for good. t will delight every patriotic
Canadian, colonist, and Briton wa may say, thatq
loyalty te the Mother Counitry, and to the thronc f
and person cf Her Majesty the Qucen was especial-d
ly conspicuous, thanks to that far-saeiaig wisdcm t
which now accords ta ail the colonies se large a t
measure of self-governmenit. The distinguished placep
frcely giveai to the Dominion as the firstamnoaigail the i
colonies of the empireoaf haviag suggcsted ane. takan f
the lead la bringing about the Conference, anid its Î
being held li her capital, cannot but ha gratitying 9
te us as Canadians. The desire for dloser relation
with the Mother Country, the fruitful parent cf these
colon ial empires, and among themslves, the feel-
ing cf kinship and mutuai and cernmon intert.st ex-
pressed se warmly by al; the benefits which wouid b

in eery ay rsultfro draing heseticscloerSin eery ay esul frm drwin thae tcs dserwere themes dwelt lapon, and are ia their possible «#
wvrld-wide beariaig, afi irspirirag magnitude and 9grandure. Wa shah net speak af Imparial Federa- f
tien, woids and an idea at whîch se many bogie, m
but unless some undreamed cf infatuation seizas the
Mother Country, or anc or more of the greaterIi
colonies, which may for a tme prevent it, soe kind F
oi closer and grcwing union amoaig thc various T
niembers cf the vast empire over which Queen le
Victoria ruies, is an avent in the net distant future, 8
as certain as an: -future event can ha. When that Ch
shall caine ta pass, cf which we hope this Con ference A
May prove a happy augury, and il those principiessi
oi civil and religiaus liberty, aaid that regard fer the fr
%vord ai God and its teachiags in ail their grand colcatîmnes continue te influence the nation li the futurein
as they have donc li the past, this union will be ane wa
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of the migbtiest forces for good to the whole ai mani.
kind, wvhich in the over-ruling providence af God
lias ever been called ino existence.

MISSION CONTRIBUTIONS.

' 'HE first ai the annual collections, on beha!f ofI the schemcs of the church 4>' ara',, of theGinral Assembly, cakei places on Sabbath the .!nd
inst., the abject being French Evangelization. It is
most important that this collection bc made on
the Sabbath namc'l There is a growing tendency
on the part of mariy ministers anid others to ovtilook
contributions ta the schemes in the early part of the
church year, and m'l<c a spurt towardb the clusing
months with a vi- to make up lee-%vay. The re-
suit is a loss af t1 sands cf dollars annually to aur
mission funds. It is threiore iiup rtant that wvhere
contributions are raised by Sabbatlî collections, these
collecticns be taken on the' dates atppoinied by the
General Assemhly, and that they bc pro.-nptiy for-
warded to the cliurch Trea1surerç.

The amnount paid for interest on advances during
the year has become a seriaus item in our annual
financial reportq, and ive sec no good reason wvhy con-
gregations should hold back money till the last
month or t"'o cf the ecclesiastical year instcad of
sendîng it itiitrnediatel.y after each annual collection,
or in the case oi those wvho bave missionary associa-
tions by qtiarterIy instainients.

The Board of French Evangelization pay their mis-
sionaries quarterly, and as the current quarter's salaries
are due on the firsb of August, it is most important
that the Treasurer bc put in posscssiun if funds be-
fore that date.

In the interest of that fund, as %vell as in the
interest cf al aur church schemes, the collection for
French Evangelization should be takon on Sabbatz,
22ndJ*zdty, in every congregation and in every mis-
sion station of aur church.

IR1I11 PRESB Y2E1RlAN A88SRMIBLY-Contintie<I

THE axîbject af elomentary secular education, is ane
Tin whieh the Irish Church takes a deep interest,

its abject boing to preserve the undenominationai charaet-
nr cf the National achools which is assailed both by the
Roman Catholiac hurch and a section c the Episcopal
Churali, and a series of résolutions ivith thia end in view,
and the promotion generally cf the cause cf ellementary
educatien was propoBed and passed.

An interesting report cf mission work among thejews was
presonted by Rev. Dr. J. Maxwell Rogers. Thia is carried
on chiefly in Syria at eleven centres, one being Damascus.
In day sohools are 900 pupils, in Sunday achoola 500, et
Lord'e Day service are 550, and 17 communicante bave
been added Iast year, making a total cf nearly 200. Be.
aides work ia Syria, it la aise carried on in Ham burg, Ger-many. The total amount raised for their Jewish mission,
is about £9,500O. In the addresas made the statement
waa repcated which we now aften ses, cf a greatly extend-
kng and deepening interest in the Jew, and williagness to
hear about Jans Christ as tha Mesaiah.

A long and eomewhat warm dabate arase upan the
question cf instrumental musiec cnsequent upon a re.crt
frein the cemmittee on that subject atating two cases ýn
which the truces greed upen te continue for threa years,
during wîhich ne introduction or use cf an instrument was
ta take place, had been broken. Thue action and report cfthe comnuittea in tha case wera adopted by tha Assambly,
precluding the use cf an instrument was adopted by a
najo'ricy cf three. It fa evident that a strang feeling, both
for, and against instrumental music in public wcrship ex-
iota, and that when the time cf truce expires, anether
great effort will be nmade ta ale w the matter ta be as it, la
with cursalves, aptional with congregations.

Home mission worlr, especially among Roman Catho-
lics in the 8outh and weat ia vigorously carried an, and a
very interesting report upon it waa lad bafora tha Asaem.
bly by tha Bey. J. Courtenay Clark. The report and
speeches mada in conuection with it were ful cf hope, en-
couragement and gratitude, the burden of them, bei.ng
«that thore neyer was in the history cf aur country a
grander appertunity for mission warlr. There la a inani-
fest dasire on the part cf the people ta hear the Gospel,
ad the Bible is baing Iargely eirculated."

Mission work is aise carried on amongat Roman Catho.
lioa on the centinPnt, chiefly in Spai. In this the United
>reabyterian Church cf Scctland assista the Irish churcli.
Tt la chiefiy educational and evangelistic. Thora la a col-
[ge for training native evangelits and teachera, day
schoolp 'vhera oldren are taught the Scripturea and cate-
bista, basides a training collage in Puerto Santa Maria.1
Assistance la aIse given in yearly grants cf money te mis.i
don work ln Bel&lum, France and Itaiy.V

The Anaembai waa brought ta a close by an address <
rom the modarator embracing many points cf lutereat, a
*mrendatory of its tone and work as a whole, and speak-n
ig hopefully af tho cburoh's outlook. The 122nd Peaim
vas sang and the court dieaolvad with the benediction. D
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A HARMONy 0F THE GOSPELS, being the lite cfjesus in the words af the tour evanizelists. Arrangcdby W. H. Withrow, D.D., F.R.S.C. Taranto:
William Briggs.

This littie bock cannot but prove bath most useful and in.-îeresuing. The very reading cf the life and words cf JesusChrist consecutively arranged ina the arder cf lime as far asmay be, oai use1 ina many cases throws a flood cf light uponthe wle sacred subject, and invests it with a new and wand-erful 'nferest. This is wbat Dr. Withr jw has %ought te do.Patient, reverent care and ljterary skill and taste, ail af whichthe compiler is well known Io possess, have enabled hîm tesureced ina u'aking such a compilation as renders the Gospelnarrative most clear, interesting and attractive.
CHARL[ES WHITEHEAD, A FORGOrTEN GENIIJS. By

Mackenzie Bell, ncw edition, wiîh an appreciatien cfWhitehead by Mr. Hall Caine. Ward, Lack &Bowdeai, Ltd., Landau mnd New York.
The tact cf a monograph, written ten years ago an CharlesWhitehead, heing exhausted, bas lcd te the issuing ofthis volume. Under the heads cf paci, bumorist, writer 01skcetcLes, romancist and hîstorian, and novelîst, the writergives a tullidea of hissubject,cîwhose geniusGeorge AugustusSala, Christopher North, Dickens and others have spoken inhigh terms. Ail whose interest in WhVitehead has beenrevived or awakened by the publication. ina a cheap form, cfhis novel Richard Savage, wall lind their înterest gratified bya perusai of this book.

DISCOURSE AND ADDRESS. By Rev. George Douglas,D D., LL.D., Principal Wesleyan Theological Cailege,
Montreal. Toronto: William Brigge.

The Rev. Dr. Douglaswvas so universally known ina Canadaand far beyond it,asaman of learning,asa preacher andorator cfremarkable power,flre and elaquence, andi a brave and patrioticcitizen,aud bas soreccntlypassedaway tramn's,that it isunneces-sary te do more thaa te say that we have ina thîs bock what verymany will desire te possess, a collection cf some of bis bestknown sermons and addresses wiîh introductary notices cfDr. Douglas by the toliowing weli-knoWn and distinguishedMethodisî leajers: Rev. Wmn. Arthur, M.A., Rev. R. S. Fost-er, D.D., and Rev. John Potts, D.D.
RESOUED IN TI ME;, a tale. By Corneius Wilson. To-route:* William Briggs.

Mr. Wilson is, we understand, a commercial traveller whosehome is ip Gaît, Onatario. Few have a better opportunity ofmeeting and judging of ail kinds of people, and cf seeing theevils, the suffering and ruin wrought by drink, than the class tawbich the writer belonged. " Whiie we Liave endeavored,"
says the author, 'lte preserit the evii., cf the drink traffic, wehave at the same time tried to show that there as an aii-wîseProvidence guiding the affairs of men." Mr. Walsora's tale as.written in au intcrestirag and popular style, ils incidents aretaken tram life, and the good abject he bas hadl in view willne doubt be accamplished by this story. 0
SCEPTICAL HOMAGE TO CHRIST, BEING CONCES-SIONS 0F UNBELIEVERS TO THE PERSONAND TEACHING 0F JESUS. By George Sexton,M.A., M.D., LLD., PhD., author cf Theistic Prob-

lems, etc.
This is a pamphelet upon a subject with which its autiioris specially wellqualîfied ta deal. It will bc found very helpfui by ait ivho either on their cwn account or that cf others,wish te examine the testimonies af urabelievers te the persanand teaching ut Jesus. Win. Brîggs, Methodîst Bock Rocîn,Richmc,nd St., Tarante.

BUNYAN'5 CHARACTERS, SECOND SERIES. Lecturesdelîvered in Free St. George's, Edinbtargh. By Rev.Alexander White, D.D. OliPhant, Anderson andFerrier, Edinburgh.
These lectures have beceme already se widely and well-known by their publication in religacus joirnals that we needonly say that those whe have read thein, and te thase whohave not, but wish a spiritual treat ofta most unique and profit-able kind,will here fiud these lectures beund up in a convenientand attractive fera. Further commendation is needless.

BIGz BROTHER; Cosy Corner Series. joseph Knight Ca.,
Boston.

This is ane cf a short series cf short original stories, is re-prints cf favorite sketches of ira. qi, etc., to whIle away a hallheur in the railway car, ira the i.untry or at the seauide.Rab and bis Friends, for example, torms cone. Being gel upan large, clear type, and ligbt ira the baud, they admirably
serve the purpose.
THE HOOSIER SCHOOLMASTER. By Edward Eggles-ton. New York: Orange Judd Co. Tarante:.XWil-

liam BrîggS, 29, 33 Richmond St. West
This is a new and revised Canadian editian, with twenty raineiflustrations,of awclî.known and faverite novel. We shallonlysay it is a capital slory, and ail whe wish te see a certainphase of Anierican lite depicted with real skill and with ab-aorbing interest wilt Sund it here.
The Juje Misdionary Réviewvo; the Warid as for trontis.uiece au'Exact Reproduction cf the Grass Hut ait Ihawhcre Livingsîon died, buili by Susa and Chuma.' h aisecontains a cntof our Moderatar, Rev. G. L.BlacKay, D.D.,M4rs. MacKay and their children. 'Miracles cf Missions,'No xxii,' is by the Editor-in-chief. Other important articlesare 1 he tT oeupied Mission Fields of the World,' <Chrst.endom's Rumn Trade witb Africa: a Modern Devil's Missjin.'The Church ait Home," an address delivered by Rev.oDr.M1acKay cf Fomosa at the Foreign Missionary Conférence hcldin Toronto ina Fabruary last. 1'The Cape General Mis sien,'with a map of South Africa. 'The Missionary EducationQuestion.' ' Soa M fat ures cf Work AMOUR the Freednien' -and the Central Luth cran Hausland Association. Ail the cîhereýpartmenZs are-fuillcf information and stimulus te levers cfmissionis. Ina the Fsidc/ Monthly Surz'ey is a niap of thewhole of Africa. Funk Wagnalls, 3oe Lafayette Place,New York, U. S.»
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