
congregations a matter of ex.%trerne difficulty.
Neverthclcss much grod is bcing effectcd, Thc
rcligious awak-cning that bcgan at Airitab over a
yc'ar ago has produccd most checring rcsults.
Many convcrts have becn gathercd in, and the deep
religions interest lias spread througliout Asiatic Tur-
kcy. In connection ivitlthe missionar operations
important cducational institutions arc accomp)Iishrng
miost bencficial resuits.

In China the Board lias four missioniary centres:
North China, Shansi, Foochow andi Hong Ko'ng.
From ail or these promising fields cone most
cncnnraging report-, ; that from the North China
Mission is cspccially clcecing. There is a dcepcn-
ing of religions, interest, a stcady increase in the
ttnmber of cnnvcrtç, andi an cxpansio,-. of educa-
tionial wnrk-, Thlere are urgent appeals for more'
litbonircrs in ail of thicse Chiincse fieldis, to which,
owving to the awakcncd intcrest in missions in the
homie chu rchcs, there iIl doubtless bc a rcady
response.

Africa is also a fieldi that is cultivatcd by the
Amcerican biard. Recent events have given to the
missions thrre renevcd interest. The principal
centres from %vhlic-l missionary cfrorts are directeti
are thrce, one on the east coast among the Batsawvas,
onc on the %vest coast at Bailunda and atiother
amnong tie Zuluis in the south. In the reports from
these missions there is nothing of strîking import-
ance. Thc work is being prosecuteti with earnest-
tics% anti fidelity, many sigris of progress are vis-
ible and cducational work is being prosecuteti with
diligence and success. The Scriptures are being-
translateti inito the languages of the peoples among
whom the missionaries labour. For darkcst Africa
a briglht future is anticipated.

In India the operations of the Board haVre been
maintained, though the various fields have suffered
because of the inadequacy in the number of labour-
crs. japan sentis very encouragîng reports, andi it
is anticipateti that in a comparatively short time
many of the Churches that have been but reccntly
planted wlI at no distant day be sclf-supporting,
and w~ill be instrumental in sendîng the Gospel to
otlier lands. Missions arc also maintainet inh Mexico,
Spain, Biulgaria andi in the South Sea Islandis. A.
a w'hole the Board is able to preserit a gooti report,
one that is fitted to awaken grateful recognitior' of
the divine blessing that rests on the work in which
the Churches are engageti, stimulating to a deep-
ening fith in the fulfilment of Gospel promises
and calling for warmer zeal and fuller consecration
ini the prosecution of the special work committeti to
the Chiristian Church. From ail over the world the
Macedonian cry is heard «'Corne over and help ns."

TIII, MORJIONS ABANDON VOLVGA MY.

IBRE isperhaps nothing in which manikintiT is interesteti that presentsso0many vagaries
as sorte of the conflicting religions beliefs that find
favour with certain clAsses of the people. It scems
as il no absurdity %vas too great to obtain a meastire
of hurnan cretience. Given a crack-brained enthu-
siast or a cool-headeti, designing schemer, both w~ill
be certain to finti credulous dupes. There is appar-
cutI>? no limit to human gullibility. The rise and pro-
gress of the Mormon imposture is one of the mar-
vels of the nineteenth century. That its origin was
fraudulent fetv people of average intelligence can
doubt. Aien who coulti bring themselvcs to palmn
off thie story of the finding of the gold plates on
wvhich it is allegeti the Book of Mormon wvas
cngraved, andi who asseverateti that these plates
wcrc recalleti by angelic ha -Is after the so-called
translation wvas muade, can by no stretch of charity
be regardeti as sincere tI. ugli mistaken enthusiasts.
It cannot be plcaded that Mormonism can dlaim 50o
guilelcss an origin. In its earlier stages it hati sev-
eral of the marks of a vulgar imposture, but collision
with the settler% where it hati a temporary resting-
place attracteti attention, giving it a factitions
importance. liad it been then left severely alone
it is probable that it woulti soon have died of
inanition. Persecution came to its aid and gaineti
for it a large measure of sympatby it coulti fot
otherwisc have obtaincti. When the Mormon lead-
ers moveti westward, law andi order were in a

"~rudimentary state, and settiers were more impul-
>, sive in their maniner of asserting their opinions than

they are to-day. They were shocked at the efforts
made to plant snch a systemn in their mitist, and their
methotis of opposition were summary. Their mode
of controversy was cruel, andi the aposties of the
new religion sought safety in the far west.

In Utah they remnaineti for a time urimolesteti.
Their system, reliffious anti cconomic, had oppor-
tunity for expansion, and the leaders were diligent
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in their endeavours to exteiati ti power andi influ-
ence of the Latter Day Saints. The principal
augmentations to thecir community have beenl drawvn
trom abroati. Early in their history they sent mis-
sionaries to varions parts of Europe who combineti
the apparently incompatible functions of cvangelist
andi cmigration agent. In ttheir efforts to finti
recruits tlîey were by no means unsuccessfül. In
the British Istes they wcre abie to entîce num-
bers to cast in their lot with the so-calîcti saints
of the far west. In Germany also they fou nd
people willing to listen to their blandishimcnts, anti
Scanduiavia lias proveti a fruitîni field for replen-
ishing the homes in Salt Lake City. The class who
cverywlîcre responti to the plcading of Mormon
emissîiries is not one to be greatly moveti by the
peculiarities of religions belief the syste.n prescrits.
but thecy are ini that condition in wlîich appeals to
tlicir slf-intcrest in the sn-.tcer of material comfort
and hope are sure to be readuly entertaineti. ln
over-crowdcd Euirope it is no matter of surprise
that the promise of a home and a reasonable
amount ofltenmporal ,up,: shoulti be a strong
intinccmcnt to many tvho virtually had no future.
Those likely to yicld to the blantiishments of the
Utah missionaries have little prospect before thcm
of anything better than a lieé of unmremittinfý and
tunrernunerative toil, and w~hen no longer able to
tvork %vith only the prospect of a pauper's life, tieath
andi burial. Tlîcological niiceties would have little
m.uaxing for themn, neither would they bc over.scru-
puIons concerning the condition of life in the far
wcst. The stijam of emigration has been kept np
for a number of years, andi thus the Mormon popula-
tion lias beei maintaineti.

The pseculiar institution of Mormonism, poly-
gamy, lias kept it ini steady collision wîth the
Government of the Uniteti States. The tension tvas
relaxeti turing the rebellion war anti for some time
after its termnination, but in recent years the con-
flict lias becn resumeti andi the policy of which the
Edmunds isll1 is the oulcoane lias been successful.
Noîninally at least polgamnv has endeti. It was not
a feature of tlhe carlier days of the systcm, but
foisteti upon it at a later date. Who is responsiblc
.- r the introduction of the plurality of tvives is a
dispuieti point. Both joseph Smith and Brigham
Y'oung are ticclareti to bc th-' innovators. It wvas
uiot promnîgateci a-; a qpecial feature of Morunonism
tilài1850 Sinice thenl it lias beeui practised with an
assidnity tiCA is astonishing, anti delendeti with
bittcrîîess andd C. Zrinination. The sons of josephi
Smith a few ycars ago repudîated the practice ai-id
declared tlîat it formed no part of the systemr
instituteti by thecir father. lThe resolute actior. of
the State atitliorites. in the enforcement of the
Edmuntis law lias hati a convincing eMT-ct anti notv
at its antumn conference the Church La,; authorita-
tively pronounceti against polygamny e.nd in time it
tyjîl cease to be a part of the Mormon beliel anti
practice. There may be a suspicion that the abuse
may linger for a time anti that profession anti
practice may not be altogether coincitient. Even
yct numbers of femnale immigrants bounti for SaIt
Lake City arc being lantiet in New York. Thn-
other weck a large comnpany of them came front
Euirope to the last-narned city anti they were
approacheti by the authorities anti urgedt t rec",n-
si(ler their intention of joining the Mormon coin-
munity. As the anthorities hati no powter to tictain
them, nothing beyonti moral suasioti was attempteti.
To this they declineti to yield andi aIl of tlîem tvere
allowed to proceed to their destination.

The MoIrmoncn colony in our own North-West
declare that tlîey do not practise polygamy. These
peor!" have been dnly wartîed that to do so wonlti
be an infraction of the law for which they wonlti be
helti directly rcsponsible. Though some entertain a
suspicion that something of the kinti exists in the
seulement on Lce's Creek, nothing definite lias as
yct been discovereti. These suspicions are not wholly
groundless, f)r the reason that a tieputation of Mor-
mons to the Dominion capital hast winter spoke i
such a manner as to imply that they claimeti the
right to be polygamists if they chose. A man who
hati gained local prominence as a politician embraceti
Mormonism, anti ike most new converts was very
zealous lu the maintenance of his opinions, cotme out
boldly in favour of polygamy. The suspicions atti-
tutie assumeti by some is therefore flot altogether
unwarranted. Now that these Mormon settiers in
Canadian territory have been distinctly warneti that
the practice so long folowed iu Utah will not bc
toleratet inl the Dominion, anti since the Mormon
Church has formally abantioned it, there is every
prospect that the Canadian offshoot will become
reconcileti to the situation anti that we have heard
the last of the philîppics lu favour of polygamy.

MOMksanlb fICaff3tfleZ
BAnvunon. (New Vork: ilabyhood Puliiqbing Ce 1 -Thtis tg a

magazine for mothers, and containq a variety of information that. wiiI
be useful and interesting te tbemn.

Lîrrui.iti.,'s Lsusî; AG.n. <Boton . Littcli & Co.)-Whit.
ever is l.est and att ntercsting in the current litciature of the, day
finda a place in the pages af i Ute. Vcekly it provides a variety ci
instructive and entcrtaining reading.

Nr.w N.Ai MA;AziNit. (Illston . New Engiandi Magarine
Corporation. )- I the Octaber numbcr of this magazine a varicty of
interesting paliers appear. Some are descriptive, hisiturical, litetary ;
ser rai rre copiuusly illastrated. Mleritcrtious mtodes and pocrms add
a charm ta the nuniber.

A MOVEMiQ4T has recentiy been started in the United States.
which in a simple way promises ta be very liito home and for-
eign missionary enterîrrise. Itiii the formation af Extra-Cent.a-Day
Mission Bands. The tirt numl>er ai a littie four.page papcr for the
promotion ai this nhuvenicnt, puilished at Newton Centre, Mlass.,
bas been rcceive.

MEssits. Immit & (,.'AttAm have issued the first number of a ncw
wceklly, the Scotuh Canaian. It i.- a ncat îwclvc.pagc paper. cuir.
taining the lind of lore that commends itselicespecially to those wbo
claimt Caledunia as their bitth.place. Scotchiiien in Canada are su(-
ficienily ramrous taenmake it a bitiltiant iuccts, f ttiey extend ta ht
the encouragement it derves.

TutuARENA. (Boston; The Arena Publishing Co.) -Questions
ci presei public increst are freely and fully discussed in the pages
ai the Arefta by prominent wtiters af wîdely diffcring shades of
opinion. The eighthlai the ilNa Naine "stries ai papers this montb
ts devoted tu -The 1'oNimasit e ~ncial and the Censorship ai
Mloral." Another (eature ùi the number is a contribution on Il The

Race 1'tablem," by Proicssor W. S. Scarbczough, A.M., bîmseli a
coloured man.

TuE Ilosrmut-c Raviîw. (New York -lunk & Wagralls;
Taronto: William Briggs.)- Fui the piernet rnonth the Ifariltk
presents a rich table ai contents. The Revicw Section has Il Litera-
tare and Life," by Rev. Frank C. 1lladdoclc;;Il Oran, an 01<1 Eng-
lish l'oet.Hlomilist," by Prolessai T. WI. lHunt, l'h. D.; Il Congrega-
tional Organiration and Supervision," by Arthur T. Ilierson, 1). D.;
"iThe Preacher's Voice and Ilis t.Tc af It," by Rev. Theodore E.
Schniarck ; Il Btlcal llo'miletics." by Charles L.. Knox, D. D.
Thre Sermonle and airer sections aie tqrsally fuil and well sustainedl.

Tarit CANADIA EDULCATIoNAI. M iN 111.Y. (Taronto : The Can-
ada E lucational à1ontlîly l'ablilrîng C>TleOctorer numurer of
this admirable educatirnal mazgazine bas an attractive table af con-
ternts. The Rev. Ge-trcge Bruce, B. A., contributes a palier on Il The
Ilarboar ai St. John, N. Il." ai s ioilowed lîy a paper that
deserves caelai pet usai. lu s entitled IlA NModem Phîlippic," by
J. C. 1kabertson, Il A., and is a well put plea for classics as an impor-
tant element in inideri ceducatiur,. Tire are, hesides, a namber of
other papi-il that will Ibc higlaly alîprciatedl by ail interestcd ln cdu-
cation.

Tarit Myriaoimusi MIAî Edîted îy tW. 1H. Withros,, D.D.
(Toronto : William Biggs.) -The stries ai illastrated p:pers, se
interesiing ta readers af uhis magazine are continueri in tkis month's
issue. Tite editor continues bais fascinaing narrative ai the IlCanad-
ian Toarist Party ins Europe." Lady Brassey's "List Voyage"
stitt runsstas course, andi the " Vagabond Vignettes" gve intitesting
pictural oi Oriental liue andl scenery. "I Father Taylor, the Sailor-
l'ieacher," and Dr. %IcCoth's paper on II The Charch- andi the
Capital and Labour Quesi4I' are each in tbcir way well warthy ai
perasal. As a whole the magazine is uescrving ai generous support.

TratMAc.AziNt Or CHRISTIAN LITERATURL (New Yarke
The Christian Literature Cumpany.)-This excellent monthly bas
reacbed the first number ai the thîrd volume. It reprodaces ail that
is notewortby in carrent religtaus liierature. presenting each montb a
a variety off peas (rom the pens af tbe mosi prominent men ai the
day. It ta wide in its range, thereby affording intelligent readers an
apportunity ai knuwing at first-hand the vaiaus phase af religioas
thought ai tbe urne. In ibis namber there are 1:aupeîs by Professer
Huxley, Sir William Diwson, W. E. Gladstone, Rev. S. Baring-
Gould, Dr. Sbedd and Dr. Newman1 Smith, and other writers ai
undiapatesi eminenrce.

KNOX COLLaGE MONTHLY. (Toronto: D. T. McAinsh.)-
The present flamber ai the .4onthly completes &'.te tweiih volume.
Its r-ges are largely devotesi to ibe reproduction ai the lecture and
asidresses i the opening ai the Session in Knox College. Prafessor
Tbomson's able expositir.n oaII"The Evolation in the Manifestation
ai the Sapernatural " in its compîctesi ioîm is the first papier. It la
followed by "The Moderataî's Cha.-ge ta ihe New Professor," and
Dr. 1'aisans piper on I The Present Nees sci Knox Colege."
The Rev. W. A. Wilson, of Neemucb, conclades bais series ai papers
on ItIineraig! in Centrai India.' These and the able papers con-
tiribated by Mia. Wilson have been veîy inreresîing. The 4fonthly
maintains a vigorous existence, and f ilîs an important place.

Tnt GOSPEL AcCORDIsNo -r Sr. LuKca. By the Revllitesezy
Burton, M.A. (Toronto:; ilard Tract Deposiory.)-The woric ai
Mr. Burton on the Gospel by LaIte as worthy ai tbc place assiRneti
it as one ai the series ai the " Expositor'sBil. The aim ai the
promnoiers ai ibis great woîk as ta present ta intellgent readers the
representative religions thought andi scbolarship ai the day. Tbe
ms.ny writers for the Il Expositor'a Bible " aut sptected (iom [LU nta-
row eircle. Capability andi reverence for the insrrired Viord are
deemed the only indispensable qualifications. Mt. iBurtora's volume
an Lulce wilU be blgbly prized for is elear and thoughtful exposition
ai the Savioar'a words andi works rs recorded by the beloved physi-
clan. XI will be fourd eninently helpial for tihe Christian minister,
the carnest student, the S&bbath schoot teaclati, tht dtvoted Ciii-
tia worcez and thre devant reader of the Sciiptures for the light and
strengtb and inspiration tbey are fitted ta imptaita the individoal
Clstian lite andi service.


