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CCEuxNJNGI UNUSED PR! VILEGES. j

BY Klqox0N1AýN.t

Who is thîs gentiemanwho bows smiingly over the baby
sligb and kisses the littie cherub whiie tht niother looks
proutily on? That gentleman is running for Mayor. Tht
baby's faher is an independent lectar. Enough said.

Anti who.is this other gentleman.whodrives rapidly along
the back 'streets, pulls up aî:every door, hantis tht reins ta
the boy anti makes a short cal? That gentleman is aiso
running for Mlayor.

Anti wbo is this man wha carnies a great heavy baby on
ont atm andt wo or tret hundiles on the other as bce trutiges
along behind [two ladies. That gentleman wshes ta be an
alderman, and hie carnies tht baby and bundies home se tuaI
be may gel tht vote af the hushanti of ont of the ladies wbo
walk beind.

This mian who stands on tht street corner îalkiiig in a
number of " dry"I looking citlizeas is runnîng for Reeve.
Ht gives the dry citizen a siy nod. They adjourn and in a
short ime don't feel quite so dry.

They say hie will makt a good Reeve anti mean ta vote for
im.

Wby al this nonsense? Why this intalerable nuisance

calied, canvassing? Ditin't Baldwin give municipal institu-

tions ta Ontario miany years aga anti have neot these institu-

tions been :graduallY improved and adaptedte1 tht growing
wants af tht country. Certainly, but neither Baldwin not any

ather man can give seine people intelligence and conîmon
sense. Robet Baldwin was ont ai Canada's best men anti
aur municipal institutions are among the best îhings we have.

if anybody tried ta abolish municipal councîls there wonld

be a civil war. Soine of the county councils are nearly as

large as the Local ParliaiTent-at least three limes as large as
tbey neeti ta be-but any atîempt ta reduce their number
would be resisteti. Tht people woulti fight for privileges
wich sanie of theni wan't use wilbout being canvasseti anti
seine art toa carelss ta use even when canvasseti.

Why shonîti any capable man wha is willing ta give lime,
bealth, andi labour for tht public weal be compelleàt t0 ramp
arouwid on tht back sîreets andi back concessions asking
peope ta vote for him? Is it flot tht dnry of men enîrusteti
with the franchise te look ont for gooti municipal rulers aher

than wait ta be button-holeti, anti caaxed. anti treated, anti
petted inmb voting.

There is ont kinti cf man that ought ta bc disiranchiseti
on sight ; that is tht man who says at tvery8 election-"« If
My vote is flt warth asking il is nat worîh giving."1 If we
were tht Mowat Governmenlt wt would sa amenti the 'munici.
pal law that wheii a man talks in that way be would cease
te bc a voter. No doubt bc thinks that is a very clever îhing
ta say. He imagines il is wittY andi smart. If he lost bis
vote for having snch conttirptibly mean ideas abont thefran-
chise perhaps be would flt tink himself sa clever.

But let it flt bt supposeti for a moment that municipal

privileges are the cnly crnes that mnen art mort ready ta fight

for tbau use. For tht best examples of unuseti pivileges you

must go into the churches, especially tht Presbyterian church.

Presbyteri ans wonlti fight ta tht deat-at ltast seine of thern

would-for tht pivilege aîkcalling their owil mifister. Let a
Prtsbyleniafl committet, Synoti or any other kinti of argani-
zation try ta place a minister aver any Presbyterian congrega-
tion anti there would be instant war. A proposaI te do noîb-
ing more strions than limit tht lengtb of imne for hearng

candidates meets wih violent resistance. Anti yet in a con-
gregation ai twa or three bundreti you rarely finti fifty at a
meeting to moderate in a call. Tht caîl bas then ta be hawketi
arounti the people for weeks anti in the endi ail their sig-

natures are Ual obtaineti. Men who would shout about
te.pat-onagt" anti thete Disruption," anti '-Drumclog I and tht
49claymorts of tbe Covenanlers," if a minister were piaced
over theni won't waik ten rotis ta help te select ont. Sureiy
if a privilege is not worth fighting far il is flt worîh nsing.

We hear a gooti deal these days about an open Bible. In
fact we hear more than we se on that question. Go .into ai-
most any Methodist church andi you finti that only a smiaîî
proportion of tht people use Bibles when tht Scriptnres are
being reati. There is a sati falling off in Iis regard in nany
Presbyterian churches. Tht olti famliar rusîle ai optning
bocks is rarely heard. No doubt manyoftht men who neter
open a Bible in church wouid like ta have a rumpus wth
somebody about an open Bible. If il is sncb a gooti thin,, in
bave an open Bibie'why in tht name ai common sense dontî
yen open yanr Bible in cbnrcb ? Is tht Bible given ta men
ta wrangle about? Surely »a nman who wants ta fight saine-
body about the open Bible onght te open is cwn-if be bas
one.

Se that man rusingaboul the sîreet Iookng for saine-
body. Who is he ? Is he a con stable lookïng for an escapeti
prisoner? No. Is ht an asylurn official Iooking fer ,an
escapeti patient? No. What is hie? Ht is a returning cifi-
cer hunting for somebody te second the nomination of a
school trustee. Ht came ta tht place cf nomination at the
heur appointeti but long after tht heur no elector presentti
hiiseILi At lasI ont elector tiroppeti in anti matie a nomina-
lion but there was no onete1 second il. Tht returning cificer
had ta mun cut anti hunt np a seconder. We have the best
school systemn in the world anti thal is cten the way we edccl
trustees ta wcrk il.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

"Mind your own business"I is substantiaily what any Pres-1
byterian congregation wouid say to any court or committeet
that unnecessarily interfered with ils corIgregational affairs.i
And yet when the evening cornes for attending to eongrega-i
tional business there may not bc two dozenpeople at the con-
gregational meeting.

Surely priviieges worth fighting for are worth using.

CANA DIA N PRESBIYTERlAN HIS5TORV3.

13v H. S. NtCCOLLU.%, ST. CArtFttl%

NIAGARA PREZSBIIY OV F UPPER CANADA.--Cofl!uded.

The last preceding paper in this series ciosed with a state-
ment that seven iinisters were present at the ordination at
NVainfleet, 49and probabiy there were others who did not at-
tend." Further investigation has led to the beliet that the
Presbytery, ater that ordination, had just seven members-a
number which was sustained ta the end, except when puipits
were temporariiy vacant. At Barton there hiad been two such
vacancies, I Bishop"I Rose having given place aiter serving
as stated suppiy and pastor froni September 12, 1841, 10
JuiY Il, 1843, and Rev. James Harvey Rice having officiated
as supply from November 5, 1843, to September 4, 1844.
Rev. J. F. A. S. Fayette folowed Mr. Rice, alter a short
vacancy.

1.ATER MEETINGS 0F PRIE.SIITERV.
The next meeting of Presbytery foliowing that aI Vainfleet

<February 2o, 1844) was held at Clinton, October i of that
Vear, but no information as to tht. business transacred has
been obtained. After that date no action of Presbytery was
reported until January 18, t849, whtn Rev. David lBarr, a
native of the Niagara Peninsula, was installed as pastor of
the Church at St. Catharines, a stipend Of $4oo a year bemng
promised him. Rev Dr. Blanchard officiated as Mloderator
and Rev. Mr. Fayette preached the installation sermon. Mir.
Barr's pastorate terminated abruptiy ih tht acceptance of
bis resignation on the 6th of October folowang. Afîerwards
he took orders in the Episcopal Church.

Tht last meeting of Presbytery (June 5, 1849), of whîch
information has been prdberved, like tht first meeting of tht
rtvived body, was held at Barton, but only the Churches at
Pelharn, St. Catharines and l3arton were represented. Tht
communion was ceiebrated and Rev. Mr. Barr prtached.
Eider Josiah Holmes, who foliowed Mr. B3arr into the Episco.
pal Church, was prescrit from St. Catharines.

NEGOTIATIONS FOR UNION.
At tht first meeting of tht Synod of the Presbyterian

Church of Canada (Fret Church), heid at Toronto, in July,
t844, Rtv. Dr. Blanchard and Rev. Mr. Close appeared as a
deputation from tht Niagara Presbytery of Upper Canada
to confer on tht subject of a union bttween tht two bodies.
Tht Synod appointed a committee of conference, which coin-
mittet reported as follows :

"«TheCommittee beg leave to report that, after much friendly
communing and inquirj as to tht principles and procedure of
tht Presbytery, -thty are enabied 10 state that that body con-
sists of seven ministers, having tht charge of fifteen congre-
gations ; that they hold, in common with aurselves, tht West-
minster Confession of Faith as their standard ; and as a
Presbytery, mainlain and uphoid its doctrines in what is
usuaiiy termed tht Calvinistic sense, holding fast by tht
great cardinal doctrines of tht divine sovereignty, tht decrees
of election, and the imputation of tht righteousness of Christ,
as distinguishtd froni tht vitws which, on accountr of their
extrenit character, art usualiy styied Antinomian and Armin.
ian ; in ail matters connected with the admiu.sion of mem-
bers, tht administration of discipline and tht ordination of
ministers, their practice is substantiaiiy tht samt with our
own, and that of tht Fret Church of Scotland. They do
flot question tht obligation of civil goverament as such, to
honour Christ as tht King of kings, and tht Governor
amongst tht nations ; although on the propriety of tht
Churci's accepting endowments from tht State, in tht pres.
ent divided state of tht Church and ils relationship to tht
world, they have great difficulties, and in submitting this in-
formation tht commiittet earnestiy recommend 10 tht Synod
that mieasures should be adopted for immediate co-operation
with tht Presbytery in alniatters of common interest rela-
tive to tht conversion of souls ; that copies of tht protest
and resolutions on which tht prolest was founded should
immediaitely bc forwarded to the Presbytery, and quoad u4ltra
that a commitet be appointed to attend their next meeting,
with power to arrange sucb terms of union as may bc agret-
able ta ihat Presbytery, 10 be submitted to tht Synod at tht
next meeting fur their approvai."

Tht Ilprotest Il referred to in the report was tht protest
of tht IlFret Church of Canada" party when ltaving tht
Synod in connection with the* Church of Scotland ; and tht
49resolu.tions" were resolutions which created warm discus-
sion in tht oid Synod before the Fret Church withdrawal.
Copies wert ordered to be sent to tht Niagara Presbytery for
a better understanding by that body of the potition and acts
of tht new Synod.

Dr. Blanchard and Mr. Close wtre introduceý, and cisever-
aliy addressed tht Synod at considerabie length, and, aiter
discussion, Ilil was unanimo':siy agreed that tht report bc
sustained and adopttd, and that the Synod record their stase
of gratitude to tht great Head of tht Church for tht visit
from this deputation, and their purpose 10 carry out the
recommendations of tht committet."1 In October folowing,
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the Synod appainted tbe Moderattor, Mr. Gaie, Mr. Cbtyne
and Mr. McIntosb te ineet with the Niagara Presbytery and
carry out the recoinwidnfltions ln the report herein before
referred ta. The canuuninec reported nt a meeting heid at
Cobourg, June, %84S, IlThe Syrtud tpptuve et the report,
and with a view te reînoving tihe hidrances that are at present
in tht way of a union, recnuniend IbM a brotberiy intercourse
shouid bc kcpt up with the înîîîisters thereof by the ministers
ofîthis Church -, and that the Prernhyîcry ci Hnriltan,especiaiiy
correspond wiîiî this iltesbytery as occasion ofTred.» Tht
Ilhindrancos I referrei to were IldIversItles af practice as to
thé modes of worship," Incidit:g the use of bynins and in-
strumental niiîsc 1 andti tey were suflicienît t keep apart two
bodies of carnest Chîristian wvrkers, who were ont in doctrnt
and one in devatan ta the work of piantlng the Gospel ban-
ner over thtehbis and i lUtys ti their adattd province. No
further action on the anhioct was taken by either party.

FINANCIAiAit) WITrltRAWN.
On tht first iday of Jîinuary, 1845, the American Home

Mlissionary Society withdî'ow (romn Canada, and tht Churches
in connection with the Niagcira llretbytery were left ta strug-
gît under very serions pectifflary enbarrassmýent, resulting
in tht wthdrawai af iiiiinisters and the consequent weakening
or breaking op af Churchies nover rinanciaily strang. This
was evidentiy tht chic( cause ai the decline andi fi îal dis-
banding of thtei'resbytory, thougb the Iltaint of American-
ism"» bad not been whafly retuveti, and other Przshyterian
organizations wort successiîilly occupying parts of the fieldi
which 4t hall cuiîivcttcd ith but little competition. Tht
efftcts of the wthdrawi wili bt appreciateti in reading later
portions of ii paper.

'I'RNItFlk0F CIIuiIElS.
On the Sth of the ncm %Nvenliber 1(184.») tht IlPresbyterian

Chnrch and Socety" of Si. Catharines, ai a meeting duly
caileti, aiter prayertîl conférence, chieeth in reference te the
financial condition andi prospects, Unanimausly adopteti tht
folowing resointion, vit.-

Resolveti, That any contiectiàx whch tay hertafore have
exsteti between tbis Lnurcli anti tht Niagara Presbytery be,
anti tht sane is, bereby dissolved, tht Chnrch withdraw-
ing tram tht saine.,

Resoived, thftt this Church and Society, duiy considering
tht peculiar clrcumatAnces ln which they are now piaceti, be-
lieve that it wauil bc tn their interest to unite wit ..b
the Buffalo Presby1.ory, andi that application in due form
for tht admittance ai this Churcb mbt that body be naw
made.

Tht appiicLîion was granteti andth ~e transfer accomplîsheti
ai a meeting af the Iluftalo Il'esbytery, beld i atSpringviile,
N. Y., December 26, î84t), andi Eider Jasiab Hoimes took his
seat as anmemibar ithat body. la conference wiîthtedepu-
tation front St. Catharines, a caînînitîe cf tht Presbytery
agred /o renientmnd i<a memualtIo the Home 41isi#nary
Society' lor aid, 4ami ta assisi the CAveh inobtaùnnea suit-
ableoastar or n i&e É7f N 4$

On the 29th day ai Septînber, 185 il the Church at Peibamn
unanimously 1%voteci ta apply te thtelBuffalo Presbvttry for a
missinnary minister." 'l'li application, if matie, was xDot
successful, andi the Church was Inactive, or without stated
preaching, for about three years. On Thursday, October i9,
1854, a conféence tvas lîeld between tht Cburch ai Pelham
andi tht Chutch lit Gainsboîrough, vahich resulteci in tht adop-
tion, at separat meetings, by these two Churches, cf tht
following resolutian, vit.z.

Resolved, Tht, la the opinion cf ibis meeting, il is expe-
dient and neccssary, te onstîre a supply ai preaching for our
puipil, that this Church bc unitet i wth tht Niagara Presbytery
in the State of NewYok

Accortiing ta the spirit of Ibis resolution, format applica-
tion was monde, andInldilt tînie, the transfer was effected as
desireti.

On tht 2!oth of October, 185o, Rev. J. F. A. S. Fayette
preached fri tht text iclntInl John iV. 24, il being tht lasî
Sabbath of his sixth yar ofai nsterial labour with tht
Church at. Barton, As the Session records close with a niole
cf ibis anniversary service, lt lx presumeti that this Cburch
was inactive or Intermittent front that date forward for sev-
eral years untit It becaniie connecteti witb the Presbytery af
Hamilton in 1868.

Four of its bout Churches having thus ceased cennection
with tht "lN iagara Iliesbytery ai Upper Canada," that body,
after years o( valinabie service, was vlrtuaily deati, withonî the
ceremony cf format dissolution. No efforts te revive it were
ever madie, andtI n d iee ail the Churches wbich remaineti
Presbytcrian, witb any llngering vitallty, founti their way into
tht Presbytery ai Hamiltonî, andi are now regularly relatedte1
tht "Presbyterian Churcb oi Canada."

SObiit 0F 115KM NISTERS.
0f thteninisers conaecteti with the Preesbytery for longer

or shoter teri's turIng lis second perioti, the most active and
promînent wero Rov. Abijali Blanchard, D.D., Rev. R. H.
Close, Rov. J. W, Ilayes. andi Rev. J. F. A. S. Fayette. Dr.
Blanchard came Into the fied early in 1843 ; in due lime,
miade application " ta tht Honourable, the Legislative Court-
cil ai the Province of Catnadat," for the enactmenî cf a iaw
which, by naturalizatian, wonid malte hlm a Canadian citizcn.
Ht was a kinti ci bi:hap for thé Presbytery, superintending
presbyîerial woik and planning andi executing with skill anti
wisdom. He was acting pastor of tht Cburch at Pelbam
about six years, tht Churcb at Louth being aiso under his
supoiMsion Most of thet Iîwe,

0f Mr. Close il stemsB but Just te add te what bas alreatiy
been saiti of bm andtisi work, the iact that bo had tht wis-
dom andt good judgnmott %q Mie te wlfe a native-born Ca-


