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si sticli.cases, mniglît nat tîme avbr.-ge "I ew rernarks" Io
f. the niemiber wha riscs sinmply becauise lic icis that

lie Ilcannat give a silent vote on this quebtion," bc cut
y down ? Tie oinission ai introductions and conclu-

sions nt personal reicrences îvauld tend grcatly ta-
c ivardls shortenimîg debates andi wotild at tlie sinue tMie

-%it isnîtcrîally td ticir dignity anti strengili.
* It is no secret that anr ev'er-grawing nuinber ai aur

e yauniger iltisters sake littie interest iii aur Cîtrcli
1. Courts. Tlmcy attend as a inather af dtîty, but neyer
il conceal tU i m that they have no relîsli Mtr tlîat Icint
e ai Chuclî woarl. Everyboty knaws tha.tnmany eIders

%vise arc active ndi pgranincnt men in business takec
* na part in the business ofitîe Assernbly. Is tliere no

rcrnedy for tItis state ai things ? One tact is clear-
mien afi nanly instincts and seli-respect will net long

* taicc much înterest iii Asseilibly proccedings if they
* are suppased ta sit as sucre spectatars %viie a few run
* the ccclesiasticat machine.

THfE FORMATION ANI> INSTRUCTION OF
* lIuER CLASSES IN .SAIIIA TII

SC1fOOLs.
11V REV. PRINCIPAL 'M'VICAR, J>.,., tLD

Wc are aIl agrccd that classes for thorougli limblical
instruction arc specially needemi at tht precnt tuite.
Many reasans inight bc urget i n support of this posi-
tion. Tite lBie as Ga<ls giit tu liait deserves the
trnast attention ; but it is, ta a lamentable extent, an
unlcnown book. Vcery inany forces in business, in
social lufe and i n tue educatiamial movenents ai the
age turn away the yaung fronît the systeinatic study ai
sacreti truth. Tlîey thereiore go aut inta the waorld
Mi preparcd ta resist its sedtuctive blandistimients anid
ta jutige carrchly its liîllow pretensions. Farnîly mn-
siruction, persevcring effort ta impirt a canîprehien.
sive knowvleclge ai the facis andi print-iples ai Scrmp.
titre, is nal an abtrusive fecature ai aur Imauseholtis.
AnI there are thase %V11a dccii tîteiniselves conlipetent
jutiges %vis think, %whethier correctly or othcrwise 1
shali not wvait ta detcnilinc, tlîat the teachin.' funictians
ofithe pulpit are flot naw wliiat tîte> uiset ta be, anti
tîtat it is unsafe ta depienci on tItis instrt..ient.ility for
tire moral antd religiaus instruction ai the masses.
Expasitary lectures anti catechîctical exercises have
ahlost wvlîolly gane aut ai fasîmion. Thecy hanve liat
ta give place ta sparkiing ehaqiience andi veli rotincc
rhtetarical periatis upon ail sorts ai subiects. l'he de-
nianti bas repentedly tome froîn te press andi the pcwv
for "a popuharizeti aspel," andi rte pulpît lias-m
St. Ile instances-responded by dchivcriîîg just as little
distinctive Gospel truth as serves ta gîve semnions a
Chîristian iame ; and te discussion ai grotesque anti
startling tapics vhuich ia% t h ic ntitude docs little
ta stemn the ride ai ignorance and vice and ta iniparr
ta tie perishîing tue knawledge ai saving truth. In
great centres ai population likec I.aneca, Gla-sgow ainti
New Y'ork, in spite ai aIl the churches anti sermons
%witli whiclî they abondi, it is easy ta finit thausands
%%ha a.rc proioundly ignora nt ai the Way ai Lue, as
degradeci as the pagans ai Central Airica, and far
maore (langerons ta hunian society. Thîey arc deeply
skilledl in thie contents- the plots and romances-- ai

laLltnovels andi ai lte thinly veileti irnînoralities
of thue coitusuion thîcatre, but kîîow nothîing ai the tac-
trines ai Christ and I-lis aposîhes. -Ta whlat extent, it
mîîay be praper ta ask, are the causes whiiiclh bring
about this state ai things aperative iii aur owil. court-
try il l'ossibly city missiailaries, bookscllers, andi the
inanagers ai lending hibraries andi ai variaus pla -s ai

resri coit i îhy vîhet, iae sariig rve ns
ii this respect. Aiiid the rush ai business andi social
«iaiients Goti and His Word arc nat niucl thaughît
albout It is easy ta ferai clubs and sacieties Ilirouis-
OUI the country for evcry imiaginable purpase.
11lundrcds af yaung people.cans be drawn togetlier ta
%vimîess scenie performances, ta ciscuss politics, ta
carry an inock parliaments, ta u rs C and perfortu
fcats ai strenghi or attend firivolous îc.a-mectings.
But the study ai the Bible is quite another mnatter,
andi by no means sa attractive or sa easily inanageti.
Hence iroma aninisters anti superiîîteîîdents, iromn Sab-
bath schaoh associations andi conve>ntions, local, pro-
sincial a.ndt internatianal, as %vehl as ironi m.any Chris-
tian homes, the anxiaus question cornes , 'Ihat are
tt -a do ta retain thie l.arger boys andI girls in Sunday-
sdill Oclaisses?> This is surely a confession ai îveak-
ncess santlewhecre, ai partial failure, ani intimation tîmat
there is somnethîng iundaîntcnîa-lly îvrong anti rcquiring
an netiintc and a vigarous rcznedy.

Now, 1 have fia iisli ta be thougit an alannist or a
piessiiîuist. I .11 wVhOlly out ai synîlîaîly wvith rehig-
iaus dyspelitics îvho are constantlv projecting tîteir
oWn weakness over everything tlîey taucli anti groin-
ing about irinaginary teicats ai thue Gospiel. 1 believe
tîtat Ciiristianity is fir stronger tnt% thati ever h'core,
nti thuat, silon tIre ivitole, ils %York is being donc in a
moire practicai anti efficient ninner tuaits in past ages.
Tliere kç a inost sîgnîficant sente mn whiich tue Gospel
is mever defcateti. God's truth miever returfis ta hii
voit. Just as Jcstîs Christ, tie Incairnate Word, <lit
flot fail in Ilis mission, <hit not return ho the Fathier
%vto sent hitîni, bafileti andi (eeicei n lits great pur-
pose ai rcticciiig have, so no lessan ai trutît is cicr
last or uscess.

But %viit steadtfastly holding this, antI seeing mia
reason for clisc-ouragcrnent or disînay mns any tcîîart.
tuent ai Chîristian activity, I do not liesitate ta say
thuat kt 's illy deliberate judgrnent tîmat sa far as sab-
bath l chionl ttnri: kç concerneti it is %veakest just whlerc
it slîoulti bc srongest. h behieî'e thuat there ms mare
stiess acliievetl ii tlîe infant anti junior classes than
in timase ai a Itiglier grade. Tite fart cannot be deiiied
tdtit the latter aitesin eit away ta îîothing in Ilte liands
ai anios el-rneaniiîg teachers. V'et it is liere pre-
cisely tîtat inasterly effarts are necedt andi tîtat the
Çînest opportunihies ai thomîg thecisie and perîmanent
gooti are ofrcd, because st is hiere tte iupui renches
the transition period, tlle crisis mn lis intellctunal anti
iehigiaus lîistary, ien lie is eitlîcr ta be gaineci or
lost ta tlîe Citurcli ai <,od andi Churistian service, 1
kitaî i is aiti saisi tdtit puarents sliomlti not tievolve
tîme resjîoribibilitics lueculiar ta ihis crîticai ptermt lii
tue lites ai thîcar cîtiltiren uplon thue Sabbatlî scîtool.
Qtîite truc. 1 go evciî furtîter -îîd say that Sabbath
scîtools shaulti tiot interiere witli thie faithful discharge
ai parental tiuty iii any respect. But tha duoes not
knom that thtere arc a lItumîreti tlings wltmch parents
-sîtl othuers sitotl nat (Ian %hicit they illh, ieverthme-
less, persist in doing, -andi as Chîristian %vorkers ire
mtîust take things as tlîey are anti mot as they shiaulti
bc, anti scek ho uake tue best ai tlîemî. And, certain
it as, tlîat in addition ta pîarents %vioe are ever ready
ta iay thteir awmi ttty silpon othters, thîcre are inany
%vise are flot fit ta îistrutic tîteir offispring, anti surcly
ir is tîte business ai thie Cliturcli of Cati se ta tise hier
abundant wcalth ai talenit anti grace as ta incet these
deficiemîcies - «"Wc thmat are smrong otîghîr ta bear tîte
îifirtîîiitmc ai the ie ,'ant ei more apparent anti
ajpaliing lthe %weaikness, tîte more urgent is tîte caîl ta
tho so.

Moreover, tg is flot very surprising tlîat even parents
wcll qualifieti ta instruct tueur chiidren anmînulti
tlîcur chtaractcis sîtoultl be inclineti te relegate the
duity ta otîters. We nmust tint forger tîtat indlolence is
natural ta ahi, especially in spiritual iatters. Ta do
notlitg is al~scasier than ta do somcthîng. Anti
is flot tlîc Sabbah sclletolnoîv matie su promninent in
Cliturcli ieé -nt actîvity as ta warrant tîte belief thtat
ir is tlenct sufficiemit ta iect eî-ery phase ai spiritual
echucation ? If it is flot sa, anti if parents are expect-
ing iromtî il more than il iz fit ta acconîplish, there is
ail tîte more neeti for carciol attention ta tlîc form-
ation andI imnstruction ai thie hîiglier classes. Let ris,
therefore, ask liow are tlîey usuallv iorîned andi is
ttere raout for impravemnent in tItis respect ? Bath
questions deservc consideritan. It inay bc saiti at
once that tic mnethtots iollowcd in tlîe iornîaîiun ai Sab-
bath scîtool classes are peculiar anti wmdely chîfferemît
froin thiose atiopteti in secular ellucatian. Thîis nîay
bc ta sanie extent imevitable. At any rate, tc (act is
thiat the age, thc size anti %visites ai pupils, rathier thian
thîcir attainienîs are usually th gutide ii tlîis flatter.
Somîîetiîîîcs the desîre ai the superintentient ta give
cmphoynient ta tiiose ivba are no longer willing ta be
Icarners anti are ainbitious ta beconie tcacliers--tlie
restlessncss ai seir puluils anti tueuir irrcguiarity in
attendaitte indicating thiat tlîey niust bu cithter pro-
nioteti o- disappear frons thc sclîool -ani sîîni-
lai- considerations govcmns the grading ai Sabbath
seliools; and the resuits, viewcd iroi an educational
stantipoint, arc far frein satisfactory. Classes arc
inixeti-pupils ai te ist diverse ability anti attain-
nienîs arc placed tagethier -andi teachers ieft ta toi an
whilo sanie ai thc muast essemîtial conditions ai success
are îvhohhy disrcgarded. 1 do flot say tlîis is as mnîuch
the case naîv as sanie years aga. WVe bave matie
gratiiying progrcss in thte right direction. e lav-e
been f-ivourably influenceti by the gencral ativance in
thme sciencs: and art ai educatian ; but there is inucli

more ta bc accaînplslîed. WVe have flot yct reachcd
tha truc idleal. Wc liave stili ta ovcrcoine tîte'inertia
of those who think it î%'rang ta take leave of the aid
wvays .%ni wlin regard as deplorahle, if net even sacre-
liginus, ait -ttcnîp)ts ta introducc into aur work the
arder and exactitude observcdl in the pursîlit of sccuan'
knawledIgc. T'icy lank %spont aIl such efforts as saine.
hio% incoinrittible ivith truc piety ;andti magine that
if wve become scentific snd skilfi ivc niust ineglect
thc souls af chilclrcn and fait ta bring theni ta tic
Saviotîr They strangcly aIly gadliness nlspiritual
success wvith ignorance aind confusion. Agninst ail
sucli superstition 1 uttcr iny carncst protest. It niust
flot bc allowcd ta obstruct aur progrcss. White
thankfully rcagnizing the very humblest warkers ini
the good cause anld frciy granting duiat God i ay own
and ble5s thim ta the îur-thcratnce af aur grcat cnter-
prise, 1 rni füliy pcrsuaded that in tryling ta nia'ke Ille
Sabbath sciooi wvliat it should he, and espccially ini
the formîation andi <ev clopinent ai supcrior classes, 'îc
should niave upon sirîcily cdutcatianal lines and sys-
tîniatic.illy înkroducc senior pupils to fields af inquiry
and inethîods af sttidy which nt prcsent are whahly
ncghccted.

îlîrce îhings iire spccially nec.e3sary:
(i tA praper grading of clisses sn as ta %ecure

a rcguîlar arcler of sequcncc in aur coturses af study.
Elenîientary, intermcediate andI senior wvork shîould bc
clearhy defined and tle ane mnade to tend snîurally nip
ta the other. Thle Iniernational Seliciine aI Lessons
miay bc uscd during th(, prcparatary perind, but ivill
be feund wholly tînsuitahle for the higl:er studies ta
which I shali presently r4icr. MVile in thc junior
clisses ptipis should hic requircd ta commit ta mens-
ory aur Shlorter Catcchisin, 'lut tcachcrs should ab-
stain frein chîborate efforts ta explain the doctrines
there beautufially and tccurttelr formuitlatc-I. That
should coule at a latcr stage. ilantwhile let inernory
ivork bc insisted tipon. It %vil] afterwvards prove of
the utînost utility. 1 believe wce should spare no
pains Ia rccalh the goad aid practicc rui gctting boys
andi girls, as carly as passible, ta canmmit large partions
af S-cripture ta niernory. It will givc strcngth ai
characcer anti amplitude ai knowvledge whlens by tIre
exercise af matt'rer povcrs they cliscaver thc iorce and
ineaning ai the NVord.
(2) Pupils shoulti be pramoted ta the senior

classes by nral and as far a.t- possible by wriîîen cx.-
annlnatians. 1 arn aware that thib is ini some degrec
aà ne%î departure, but it should not an tItis accaunst
excite alarin orbe regarded as inipractirable. lvit l
require lapse ai time and the exercise ai wisdoni far
its introduction, but it is surcly caming, and aur bcst
superintendents and teachers aire quite caînpetent ta
give it efrcct. To my mind it is ane ai the great
desiderata ai the marntent. Wecreqluire farzmore effec-
tuai mezinssthan are naw crnployed ai tcsting and
ascertaining what is being donc in aur classez.
lTcachers shauld tîterefore bc encournged ta examîine
far marc thans they are probably accustarneti ta do,
and tins w-ill pave the wvay ta wvhat 1 propose. There
should be saine lime devatedl ta sharp pointedl ques-
tianing before the lesson is tauglit. This servi-«;s any
useial purposes. It shows thit the teacher is ready
for business, that lic has himself rnastercd the lessen,
and this inspires bis class wvitlî feelings ai confidence
and respect. It also helps ta empty the pupil ai con-
ceit and fancicd knawvlcdgc, which; an eminent philos-
opher dcclarcd ta bc the greatest hîndrance tuathe
acquisition ai real knawlcdgc ; and it enabtes the-
teacher ta discover prccisely where ignorance begins,
wvhîch is the starting point ai instruction, and thus
saves himirforn wasting lime and strength aver 'vhat
is already %vehl knotvn. Questions shotîhd be very
frecly uscd during the praccss ai teaching iii arder ta
arrest attention, stimulate mental activity and make
clear, forcible and ai a trtîly edticating chi-acter,
what inight otherwisc be obscure, feeble and worthless.
Questions should be askcd aier thc lesson bas becn
taughit so as ta ascertain results, correct miisappre-
hiensians, reinave uncertainty and fix ti the înetnaery
and lieart thc knawledgc iumpairted and the impressions
nmade. In additian ta this constant andl indispensable
use oiqutitionsNveh.-ve already quarterty revievsNvhich-
purport ta bc ai tîte nature ai public oral exarnimatians
and whirhi should lie made mare systematic and ai
,-rcater utility than at prescrit. Ail these things point
in thc direction ai %%hat 1 îlîînk should be realîzeti.
Let uis go iarward an thc lines alrecady cntercdl andi
we may cie long reduce wvliat is ton aiteni a forni ta a
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