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AUGMENTATION OF STIPENDS.
WESTERN SECTION.

The following circular has just been issued :—The
consideration of measures for securing the better sup-
port of the ministry hag occupied the attention of suc-
cessive General Assemblies. The matter was very
fully discussed by the Assembly which met in june
13st, and tke following resolution was adopted :

“The General Assembly is deeply iinpressed with
the duty of putting forth the most sumnuous efforts for
the better support of the minlstry, so that, if possible,
a minimum stipend of not less than seven hundred
and filty dollars, ($750) with a manse, shall be secured.

* * »* * * * * *

“ The eastern and western [Home Mission] com-
mittees are instructed to take measures to brng the
whole subject of the support of the ministry before the
several Presbyteries and congregations of the Church,
in order to awaken such an interest In the matter as
shall result in a large increase of the funds available
for the carryiog out the object of the scheme.”

‘The Home Mission Committee has carefully exam.
ined the statistics of all the congregations in the sev-
eral Presbyteries in which the stipend is less than
$750 and manse, and has instructed its sub-committee
to prepare for each Presbytery a list of the congrega.
tions within its bounds which come under this cate-
gory. It is found that there are 224 congregations
giviog less than $750 and manse, of which forty-five
are not fulfilling the conditions prescribed by the Gen-
eral Assembly. [See regulation 2.] Assuming that
the Assembly’s regulation will be met by most of these
congregations, and taking into account the amount
required for thirty-four congregations at present
vacant, it is estimated that about $35,000 per annum
will be needed in order to secute to each minister the
minimum stipend of §750 and manse. When it is
bomne in mind that this amount is exclusive of $25,000
required for carrying on Home Mission work proper
in new and destitute districts— work which must not
be allowed to suffer from the effort to augment the
stipends of settled ministers—it will be seen how large
an increase there must be in the liberality of the
Charch if the aim of the General Assembly is to be ac-
complished.

A comparison of the amount expended last year on
supplemented congregations and mission stations, with
what is now required for the same purposes shows that
there must be an advance of fifty per cent. on the con-
tributions of last year.

Last year there was expended for both purposes. .. $37.500
Ut which there was expended for augmentauvn of

stipends about. . ieverecocccmencs coee 12,000
This year there is needed for both purposes....... 60,000
Of which there is nceded for augmentation........ 35,000

Can this large amount of $35 000 be secured? Not,
certainly, without a very vigorous effort on the part of
every minister in the Church. Enthusiasm must be
aroused, and followed by well-sustained, systematic
effort ; and it is evident that the awakering of eathu-
siasm and the wise direction of effort must be, to a
large extent, the work of ministers—especially of the
ministers of strong and well equipped congregations.

The committee have carefolly considered from what
sources this large sum of $35,000 may be expected.

1. They expect that the congregations whose minis-
ters are to be immediately benefited by the fund will
give, say, $6,000 more than last year in payment of
stipend.

2, They look for the greater part of the remaining
tum ($29,000) from congregations which can support
their own ministers without difficulty.  This expecta-
tion is not unreasonable. The statistics show that the
great majority of the congregations r2ferred to are
giving for stipend at a much lower rate per communi-
cant than most of the supplemented congregations,
Let cach congregation realize that it hasa duty to dis-
charge to the ministry of the Church as a whole, and
that its responsibility does not end when it has secured
a comfortable maintenapce for its own minister.

3. The committeo appeal with confidence, as they
are authonized by the Geaceral Assembly to do, to in
dividual members of the Cburch, who bave large
means, for special cortributions in aid of this fund.
For this year at icast, the success of the scheme will
depend greatly on.the generons support of such men,
who love their Churchand know how much the proper
support of the ministry has to do with ber welfare, and
whe will devise exceptionally liberal things in support
of this effort,

Unless the committee’s expectations of income from
these three sources be in large measure realiced,, the
scheme must fail,

The operation of the scheme dates from 1st Octo-
ber, 1883, Grants will be made in the first place so
as to secure a stipend at the rate of $600 and manse
to all congregations on the supplemented list. The
surplus on hand at the close of the ecclesiastical year
(30th April, 1884) will then he distributed according
to the regulations of the General Assembly, a suffi-
clent sum being retained for a good working balance,
Whether the minimum, at the rate per annum of $750
and manse, for the half year ending 31st March, 1884,
can be reached, must depend entirely on the response
to this appeal.

‘The committes urge upon all congregations, whether
receiving supplement or not, to make a liberal contri.
bution to this fund before April, 1884 In the case of
congregations which allocate their funds at the end of
the calendar year, the committee would suggest (1)
that a portion of the amount contributed for Home
Mission purposes during 1883 be specially designated
to the fund for the augmentation of stipends ; (2) that
in view of the increased amount required from 1st
October, a special contribution be made to this fund
in addition to the amount thus allocated ; and (3)
that from the beginning of 1884 some well considered
plan of increasing their contributions for missionary
purposes be adopted, so as to meet the additional ex-
penditure in connection with this new scheme.

A deputy will visit each Presbytery at its next regu.-
lar meeting to give full information as to the working
of the scheme in detail. The sub-committee con-
fidently rely upon hearty co-operation of ministers
and elders in the successful launching of the scheme.

D. J. MACDONNELL, ROBT. H. WARDEN,

Convener., Secretary.

The following are the deputies appointed to visit
Presbyteries .— Quebec, Rev. R. H. Warden ; Mon-
treal, Rev. R. H. Warden ; Glengarry, Rev. A. B.
Mackay , Ottawa, R.v. R. H. Warden ; Brockville,
Rev. F. W. Farries , Lanatk and F.enfrew, Rev. R H.
Warden : Kingston, Rev. A. B. Mackay; Peterbor-
ough, Rev. P. McF McLeod ; Whitby, Rev P. McF.
McLeod ; Lindsay, Rev. D. J. Macdonnell ; Toronto,
Rev. Dr. Laing; Barrie, Rev. P. McF. McLeod;
Owren Sound, Rev. J. Campbe!ll (Harriston) ; Sau-
geen, Rev. W. T. McMullen; Guelph, Rev. D. J.
Macdonnell ; Hamilton, Rev. ]J. Somerville ; Paris,
Rev. Dr. Laing ; London, Rev. Dr. Liaing ; Chatham,
Rev. J. H. Ratclifie; Sarnia, Rev. J. Rennie; Strat-
ford, Rev. Dr. Cochrane ; Huror, Rzv. Dr. Cochrane;
Maitland, Rev. Dr. Cochrane; Bruce, Rev. D. ]J.
Macdonnell ; Muaitoba, Rev. Dr. King.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XLVL.
Nov. &
o, 18 DAVID ANOINTED. i

Gorpex Trxt.—*1 have found David My ser-
vant.: with My holy oil have I anointed him.”
—Ps. 89 20

CexTrAL TRUTH.—God calls us to His sorvice.

CONNECTION.— After our last lesson, Samuel saw King
Saul no more ; but he mourned for his rejection. He was
soon sent to Bethlehem, in Judab, to ancint one of Jesse's
sons to be kiog in plate of Saul,

Notss.—Ramah : Samuel's residence, five miles north
of Jerusalem. Bethlchem : subsequently the birthplace
of the Saviour, six miles south of Jerusalem.

I uEL AT BETHLEREM.—Ver. L—How long
w ; thou mourn for Saul ? God chides Samuel ;
for the prophet should have fallen in with the Diving ap-
poiotmment, FllI thine horn with oll: anciating
with oil, a daily practice among 2 people who went bare-
Leaded, bxd alio a special :j:mﬁmce when performed b
an officaal person, and in 2 solemn manner.  So kings, an

rophets, were ¢ anointed.” A king among his sons.
Samuel did not know who the kinp-elect was : only in whose
family to find him:

Ver- 2—1f{ Saul hezr it, he will kill mo. Sam-
cel perhaps lhou;:,h& this 200inung ®as to be a public trans-
activn, and Sanl, “.ww. wWhom the Spirit of the Lord had
now departed (ver. 14), wonld be ture to slay all who were
concerned 1n setting up 2 rivel for the thrope. Siill, this
was oaly & wmlgy way of lookiog atit. Samuel should
have trusted in God, and promptly obeyed. Say, T am
como 10 sacriflico: the ncng cc wonld be poblic; the
anolatiog, private. He was to make public the public part
of his errand, but to seserve the private part of ite As ex-
amples of soch .lawfal rararoe, see Ex. 8. 27, John 13.
274295 Acts 238 23

Ver. 3.~Call Jesse to tho sacrifico: Jesse, as
descendant and helr of Boaz (and possessor of the old home-
stead, which David gave to Chimham, and which was &
Ahan or house of enterainment in the days of Jeremish
(Jer. 41 3 17), and, as many think, the site of our Loid’s
birth), was pzobably the ¢ principal * man of Bethlehem ;
and the feast following the public sacrifice was no doubt,
at his house.

Ver. 43.~Eldors of tho town trembled : Samuel,
perhaps, had never before come ¢ fi~lal'y to the small town
of Bethlchem : and the elders thought it was to denounce
some judgment on them for some sin,

Ver, 5.—1 awa como to sacrifico: Shiloh was
pc:)’u’lln 16 gc0td, DUW hat the ask was not there.  Itabode
at Kirjath jearim till David broughtit away. (See 1 Chron.
13:1-8) And at this time sacrifices were made else.
where thap at the sanctuary. It 1s the sparss, not the place,
uud luoks at. (See John 4. 21 24.) Ho sanctified
Jesse and his sons: this coosisted of the washing of
their persons, and clothes, etc. And the purification of this
family was dooe uader the directions of Samuel. David
was absent,

1I. Wio Suarn px King ?—Ver. 6.—Ho looked
upon Ellab « Now that he was ready to sit down to
the feast in Jesse’s house, with Jesse and his sons, Samuel
revolved 1o his mind whsc of the sons was to be king 2 and
he meotally fized upon Ehab, the eldest. He did not
speak his thought aloud.

Ver. 72.—The Lord scoth not as man sceth :
God told him, by an iward voice, that however noble-
looking he might be, Elab was not the chosen kiog ; for
God looks on the heart, not on the outward appearance.
Do we always remember this?

Verr. 8, g.—Abinadab . ... Shammah : these
were next 12 age ; but these, too, were passed over.

Ver. 10.—Seven of his sons. not seven more
sons , but seven in all.  David was the eighth,

1Il. Tur KiNG ANOINTED.—Are hero all thy
children ? God had told Samuel to anoint one of Jesse's
sons ; and now all wete rejected! \What was it? Was
God deceiving the prophet? Or was Jesse in fault ? Samuel
judged it must be Jeste ; and pointedly asked him, *¢ If
these were aZ/ hissons?” He had no doubt told Jesse be-
fore, to assemble a// his sons together , and thought that he
had done so. And Jesse should have done it. He kesp-
eth the sheep . there was still the youngest boy, sel-
fishly kept away from this family gathering for worship—
though he would have enjoyed it more'than aoy of them!
Weo will not sit down till he come. Samuel
huse 1o spend anuiher huue in Gudly conversation, till
David came, and was hastily * sanctified.”

Ver. 12.—Now ho was ruddy : meaniog, he was
reddish of hair, {air 10 complexion, and with 2 bloom on his
cheek.  oce sn Lagticics, My beloved is white and ruddy,
the chielest among ten thousand * €4:h a beauty is highly
esteemed among 2 dark-haired and dark-camplexioned
people.  Foscpkus says David, at this time, was ten years
of age; bul poscphus 1s often uarehable. Modemns agree
that he was at least fifteen. Of a beautiful couwnten.
ance lierally, *‘fair of eyes.” Anoint him - for
thils is he- again, the siler? voice of God direcls the
prophet.

Ver. 13.—Anointed him in the midst of his
brethren . Agan the wisdom of partial concealment is
seen.  Davld was avoin'ed; but none present but Samuel
knew for whas.  His brothers might thiok it was to be a
prophet to succed Samuel , as after, 10 the case of Elijahand
Eusha. David himscll would fez! that h: was now conse-
crated to do the Lord's will—whastiver if was/ But, that
the Lord had rejected sau), would be well known ; and that
Szmuel had anointed David for some purposs, would soon
become cqually known. Aund thinking people, putting those
two facts together, wocld saon draw their owa conclusion.
So aunid David. Samuel, po doubt, expressly told him
all about it: though perhzps not till the time mentiozed in
r Sam. 19 : 1S. And from the day of his anointing, the
Spirit of the Lord came upon David.

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1. Let it not be, with us, unavailing regrets, but prompt
obtedr. nece |

2. God may have duties for us to do, which we are not
to cxpose to others. (Ver. 2)

3. Bethlehem did sot welcome Samuel, and had only a
stable for CThnst—pethaps an old out-house of the old
homestead. (John 1: 11.)

4. Enabs dignity aod beauty might have beeu asioter-
esting to uz as David's, if his heart had been asright.
Beauty docs not Asnder God's grace ; but alone, it cannot
pain it !

§. Parcats shoud not exclude their younger children from
relipious principles. (Ver. 11.)

6. Sheep-xecpiog was grood tralniog for David's yogth—
as the humblest occupations have often since proved for
others. * The sheep-keepin o the Lo:d is kind and
caony; wi' a Braw Howf at the lang-last1"—°Hafdy
Weddell ; Psalm 23. o

7. There is an anoiatiog of the Spitit which every oae:
receives who gives himsell to God—which, rightly appre-
hended, will make him a blessiog, *‘ from that day for.
ward.” (Ver. 13.)

QUEEN VICTORIA.

Mrs. Oliphaat saysia the November ** Century,” where ske
waics of ecen Victona. * We hold it oac of the most ab-
surd of poctical fallacies that “Jove” in the ordinary sensc of
the word i3 * woman's whole existence,’ gtt it is very true
that the history of & woman is chicfiy the history of heraffec-
twons 2nd the close relationshups in which her desrest inter
ests are always concentrated. It is trme also of a man that'
in these He the real records of his happiness or misery; but
thete is wmore of the external in bis life.”

*The sheep-hecpuog of the Lo is kind and geatle; with
2 Grand Rendezvous at the last.




