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glad-- cspccially-wlhcn nianinma
invited us to take a, peep) at the out-
sidewvorld. \Vhatdid Isec? I will
teli you. Our gourd bouse ontUic
top of a po~le, some twelve fect higli,
wvas placcd in front of a row of buts,
one storcy affairs, inhabitcd by the
blackest, mcrriest, noisicst, happiest
lot of nmen and womien and chiîdrenl
1 ever sawv. Wc wvere black just
then, and our fathcr wvas as noisy,
and merry, and our niothcr seemec
as happy as thicy, and it struck nic
then, as t lias often since, that our
mii-tl and hiappincss, and noise,
arosc from vcrysimiilar causes. We
aillliad plcnty to eat. 13ut I iv-,cd
long enougli to find outadiffercncc
betweeii thcesc people and mine.
Wc couid get away: they couldn't.
And, thcrcfore, oui- lappiness wvas
more cnduring, and 1 believe that
we were thc bcttcr off of the two.
Away off froin these buts, wvas a
large wvhite bouise, witli brigl2t grcen
verandahis, and tresplanted around
and a sinootb lawvn iii front, wvith a
winding road, and abundant offices
anid outhouses, and ncighing borsei
iii a fine field. Around this wvhite
liotise, far as eye could reacli, wvere
otlier large ficlds, wvitlî nothing par-
ticular in thcmi just now, but teem-
ing in later months witb silvcry
rice, and the yellow sugar cane.
I didn't, knowv this just theni, but I
found it out afterwards ut anotlier
stage of my life. Far in front of
us, and nortli an cd soutb of us, spread
tlie father of waters, ilie Misnissi ppi,
bca-ring upon its brown surface
steaniboats and flats, and the thou-
sand craft whichi ever float down-
wvards to its nîouthi, laden witb cot-
ton bales and tobacco, and tie
inuititudinous produet-s of tbc soutb
and west. Imnîeciately bchind our
gourd house was one particular lîut,
cleaner and, wvith greater show of
comfort. At evcini Nvlien the
day's work wvas donc, its occupants
would cluster round the door, and

withi a fire before thcm to driv<- off
the swarin of mosquitoes whichi 1
likcd so muchi tu sec, would sit and
siîîg, banjo on knce, until the big
moonreachiedoverhcad. I can ýiig
as vou probably knowv, but I liked
old Samibo*s music for ail that. 1
w~asn't jealous of lim ut ai. anci
could have listeued froni ii-oonrise
until daybreak, bad lie cared to troll
forthllus mcrry staves solonig. But
down iu the country, fogs risc ut
niglit, andi Samnbo Was forccd to
creel) iii, even if 113 liadii't bexii
tired cniougli by bis day's work.
Samnbo liad a wife Diiiai-a-nd more
children than I liad brothers and
sisters. You cshoulcl have seen the
merry lot. as tlîcv rolled over iii the
sand before their bxut, and îulavecl
with Bob, tlij black dog,as black
and curly as his Playm i1tes. It %vas
a î,le.saxt secne, I caxu tell \vou. and
*it âoes nie good wl'hen I get baek,
every' vear to se lio\ the yonng
Sambos and Dinalis get bigger ancl
more nunierous. Up u )t the Lig
white lisc, whcre Mlassa lived, the
gentlefolk w'crc wh'ite, fairex' than
rice stetîls. and as tall and graceful.
M1v niother is comJy, but Miss

a as iiiiiclî surpassed lier.
tli she wvas white, ais 1 sur-

di"~&at ridiculous 'Mr. Top Knot,
who robsorcliards, axîd isconstantly
engaged rushing iiîto stiawberry
pa-telies anîc currant trccs. '1hA
felloiw is a thiief and an impudent
tiîief too, and deserves shooting.
I an, liappy to say tliat lic liats nio
connection witlî nv fanîilv. If lic
lîad, 1 wouldn't own bini. ].'owxî
soutli, lic robs grape vines, and
pecks peachts in jersey, axîd is alto-
gether a nuisance wlîercvcrhe goces.
As I wvns saying just now, MNiss
Paulinaras far surpassed nîy niother
i beauty, as I surpass Top; Kniut iii
lioncstv. .And thiat is saying very
inucb forÀ\Miss Paulîna, I can ass-ure
you. Slc liad brothers and sisters,
axîd a father and niotiier, but slîe


