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Tbe stamp itself is large, oblong, perf.
17 X 34, printed in brown, on thick
white paper. Inscribed in 3 lines : Post
Oftice, Canada, Officially Sealed.

Dead letter office. Tt would be appro-
piated to have the color of the stamp
Uack. No 2, C. P. A.

— e’ :
ISSUING OF THE FIRST POST-

AGE STAMPS IN NOVA
SCOTIA.

In looking over any of the Standard
Stamp catalogues the reader will see that
the date for the issue of postage stamps
in Nova Scotia is 1857, and New Bruns-
wick in 1851. It always seemed to me
as very peculiar, considering the nearness
of the two countries and the resemblance
in their Governments that Nowa Scotia
should be so long behind New Brunswick
in issuing stamps.

" I determined to turn the matter up on
the first possible occasion, and see if the
dates were in reality correct.

On enquiring at the Provincial Secre-
tary’s office in Halifax, I found that all
records of the Nova Scotian P. O.
Department, had at the confederation of
the British North American provinces
been transferred to Ottawa. However,
through the kindness of the Hon. W. S.
Fielding, the Provincial Secretary, I
found in the Legislative Library the
yearly reports of the Post Master General
of the province for the years previous to
confederation.  Starting with 1857, the
supposed date 'of issue, I” found that
postage stamps were regularly mentioned
in all parts of the Departmental accounts.

It was the same in 1856, 1855 and
1854. A person would imagine from the
way the accounts read that stamps had
Leen used for 20 years previous,

In the reports dated Jan. 7, 1834,
(being the work for 1853) I found
item of information which is not given
in any catalogue, it is as follows :

“ONE PENNY postage stamps having
recently been received from London, and
put into circulation are now to he had
in nearly every post office in Nova Scotia,

There are at present stamps for 1 shil-
ing, 6 pence, 3 pence, and 1 penny ; and
the public have thus every facility afford-
ed them to prepay their letters to any
place to which stamns can free them,
His Kygellency’s Government having at
considerable outlay introduced into the
country the systemn of prepayment by
stamps, it 18 a subject of gratulation, that
the public at large are beginning to fecl
and appreciate their convenieice and
advantages, a much larger amonut
having been issued from my office dming
the past than the previous year, being an
increase of over 25 per cent. as will be
seen by reference to report 1.” '

Thus finding that the one penny had
not been issucd till some time after the
other values were, I then turned to the
report dated Jan. 2, 1853, (heing the
report for the year 1852) in which he
says :

*¢ PosTAGE STAMPS valued at 1 shilling,
6 pence and 3 pence have been procured
from Trelayney Saunders, Esq., stationer,
of London, and supplied to stationcrs,
post masters, merchants and others, at a
discount of 3 per cent. allowed on sunms
of £5 and upwards.  During the past
year there have been issued from my
office postage stamps to the value of
£355 2s. 6d. This is a much smaller
circulation than was anticipated at the
time of their introduction into the
provinces, the public generally, I appre-
hend not yet clearly understanding their
use, nor appreciating their advantages.

They are deposited with the Receiver
General for safe keeping, from whom I
prucure them when a supply is needed.
Application has been made for one penny



