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TI'e st.amp itself is large, oblong, perf.
17 X 34, printed in brown, ohî tliek
white paper. Inscriled in 3 lines :Post
Officeý, Canada, Officially Sealed.

Dead letter office. Lt woul be appro-
piated to have the color of the stainp
black. No ?, C. P. A.

ISSUING 0F TiuE FIRST POST-
AGE STAMP"S IN XOVA

SCOTIA.

In iooking over any of tl'e Standard
Staimp catalogues tlue reader will sce tliat
the date for the issue of postage stamps
iii Nova Scotia. is 1857", and New Bruns-
wick in 1851. It always seemed to nie
as very peculiar, corisideriig tlic nearness
of the two couintries and the resemnblance
in their Governmeiîts that Nova Scotia,
should be solIon,, behind New Brunswick
in issuing stamps.
. I determined to turn theý matter up on

the first possible occasion, and sec if the
dates were in retality corrcct.

On enquiring at thue Provincial Sucre-
tary's office in Halifax, I fouîud that al
records of the Nova Scotian P. 0.
Department, had at flue coiifedleratioa of
the British North American provinces
been transferred to Ottawa. Howevcr,
through the kindness of the Hon. W. S.
Fielding, the Provincial Secretary, I
found in the Legislative Library the
yearly reports of tLe Post Master General
of flue province for flhe years -previous to,
confederatioin. Starting witlh 18571, the
supposed date 'of issue, I fotind that
postage stamps were regularly mentioned
ia aIl parts of the Pepartiiiental accounts.

It was the saine in 1856, 1855 and
1854. A pmron would imagine froni the
-way the accounts read that stanîps lad
Leen used for 20 years previous.

In the reports dated Jan. 7, Il$54,
<h)eing, the work for 1853) 1 foundl au
itemn of information -whicli is not givcn
in any catalogue, it is as follo'vs:

"ONE PENNY postagle stamps haVilig
recently been rcceived f rom London, aiid
put into circulation are inow to bu liad
iii nearly every post office in Nova Scotia.

Thiere are at present stamps for 1 ,Iiil-
ing, 6 pence, 3 pence, and 1 pennIy ; andf
the public liave thus every facility all'oi-I
e<l thieni to prepay Ilîcir letters to muy
lace to whîchi stamp's can free tliem.
His Eq*hletcy's Governient haviing at
considerable outiay introd uced into thie
country tihe systerîî o'f l)lepayrn)et by
staîups, it is a, subject of gratulation, thiat
tho public at large are begriuiingio to fecl
and appreciate their convenieiùce am-i
advantages, a muchl larger amnuît
having been issued froîn my office (linfg
the past than the previnus year, beiiig an
increase of over 25 per cent. as will bc.
seen by reference to report L."

Thus finding that the oîîe penny had
not been issuvd till sonie tinu. after die
otimer values were, I tlhei turnti to tie
report dated Jan. 2, 1853, (hein- tlie
report for the year 1852) ini whidh lie
says

POSTAGE STAMPS valued at 1 shiillilg,
6 pence and 3 pence have heen prouuired
froîn Trelayriey Saun<lcrs, Esq., stationer,
of Londonî, and supplied to istationers,
post rnastere, merchants ani others, at a
discout ot 5 per cent. aluwcvd 0o nUii
of £5 and upwards. 1)uring thie paqt
year thiere have been issued froin. my
office postage staînps to the value of
£355 2s. 6d. This is a much sînaller
circulation than ivas anticipated at the
tinie of their introduction irito tlie
provinces, the public ,eiierilly, I appre-
hend flot yet clcarly uiiders-taxîding tlivir
use, iior appreciating, their advantages.

They are -deposited with the IRecciver
General for safe keeping, froîn wvhoni I
procure them vvhen a supjuly is needucd.
Application lias been niaie for one peiiny


