
Leaues from the Book of Na«ture.

',dukc's old bombproof,* nienning the Duke eof Kent, our sergecant's wifeo kept one of
thcm in ber quarters. 1 have often sccu tho chiildrentumb ing and rolling ovor ic,
and they nover had a scratch or a quiil stick ini thoin, and. tliuir mother wvas nover
alarrned" Ani bore iwas another b>it eof nature.

$inca tlînt day 1 bave seen their dons in tho foroat, iînder soeo old root, and
their a~th worn in the snow to a tali benilock, whicit stood stirippod te tho top of' its
branceos, Lhe snow beneath covored ivitti fbm; and oeor the ivatcb fire Qt ,night,
Saut Copeland bas told me 1hew hoe has seen themù going day hy day, and returning
freýr- tho trce at nigit, and gnawing snow, for dlrink; njil oiieu or twice, nt day-
dawn, have 1 mot tihem seuttling homte witli their aiwkward gallop, and itopped my
horse to wateh thein ont of' sigitt. ançl bid theni good specd as I thought eof My duji-
eyed oid pet. From ail thear ýsotureeb I gathered tiiat the littie animal ivas suscept.
ableof being tamed, of showing strong attachinent ; that when attackoul, lie put his
head botw-uen bis fore 1ejîq, opposed lits back-and tail to bis enemy; that ho liad the
power of o>rectingr bis gspines, and 1 think of detacbing them, thongh nlot of p)rojeet'
ing thein; and at othier imes ho couid r9 tain theni, or. eise the sergeant's eidren
wouid have been wounded. A sie blow deliveréd tyith bis tait loft a Dumber of
spines behlind in -whatever it struck; this usually would ho the mouth of bis enemy.
Dogs froqucntly are kiied te prevent tbemn dying miserably frein sucît wuundý--
îthe spinos nover c'oming out, but working their way inwards. 1 saved the life of -an
honest rotigh terrier, who camne honte witb bis mauth fu, ýby fixing bis bond te the
ground het-ween the incs eof a piteli fork, fastening bis jawvs open with a stick, and
eutt.ing down uipon and extraewtinig every spine. Theo operation %vas bath noisy and
prolonged. 1 bave also knowvn these spines to nearly encircle a L'hild's body bof'ore
tbey worked out. -0f ail know a animais these Poreupines are most infested by taýe
worms. Thoir intestines are literally loa<ledl, and. in aimOMet -every ' individual. it
bears a singular rosembiance te tbe buman tapetrorm, se mueh se that thocir flash
shouid bo aàvoidced. Thec- prefer the bark of tie Spruce Ilimlock te any othoer
food, t1tougb as oli Molly tells us, tihey may be made ta drink soup; se, too, they
love the Most Ionely anîd wiid forest, and avoidinÀ-[the open, save in the ivarin
October night, they sometinics steal ont into the c iMaring, forth plshali
clustered around tdhe wvid trocs root. Armed at att tj;ns heyae apelesn tat oie
contests,.and only )vben cornered will tbey fight. Thcy qre found freont Virinia-
aimost te the Aretie CirW..

Audubon, (Quadrupeds N. Ameriea, 1846,) says eof one he kepý for six montbs,
"Ho became very gentie and evinced ne spiteful propensities; when we callcd to

it, holding a tempting swoot potatoe, it would turn its head s1owl>'ý towards us, with
a miid and wistful. look- and tàako the fruit frein our hanâ. Lie would gently
approacb us rubbing iLs side against our legs. Wo frequontly plagued it te try its
temper, bù~t it nover eyincod any spirit of resentne nt by raitikgù~ t..yine" Again
(page 288) ho says, Ilwe are inclined Wo suppose that the individual just speken of
retired niglitly tea iLs comfortable domicile and warm bed in a hollew tbeeeh." The
iusual opinion being that ho remained for weeks upon a tree untii ho had destroyed
it, 1 cannot frorbear giving those extracts frein this rreat naturalist, tW show how the
book ef nature, if rond by the tangue of truth, givos out the saine sound, in al
times and plaves; or how poor Indian Molly, 11cr Majesty's old pensioner, and the
hardy woodsrnan Sam Copeland, arc saecxactly verified by the man -of scient e, full
twienty yearrs afterwards. J. B. G.

0 Oua prayers must be fervent, intense, earnest,, andmaportunate, when we
pray for thinge ot high concernut and neeessity. Our deaire must bc iasting

and our prayers frequent, assiduous, and continuai ; net asking for a blessing
once, and then leaving -iti but daily repewieig our suits, and exereising our
hope, aud faith, and patience, and long--sufering, and religion, and resignation,
and self-denial, in ail the degrees we shall b6 put to. Thtis circumstance of
duty our bIessed Saviotir taught, saying, that Ilmon enght ahvyays te pray, and
net te faint2'1


