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THE MISSIONARY AND

{ appreciated the truth.

the Bihle, had never been deatroyed.
It cannot perish. No weapon formed
againit it can prosper in the end. But
though a living charch, its light for
ages was very dim ; it was eherisbed
in the lLearta of the poor men of
Lyons; it was sung by the martyrs
who sealed their testimony with their

.0d; it was struggled for in many a
bloodg fight by the Waldenses, and in
the ¢lefts and caves of the Alps, The
vame and knowledge of the simple
gospel truth lived and flourished among
a little flock—the remuant that should
be save.. But God in bis love to a
world that-lay in darkness, a second
time #aid, let there be light, and at his
bidding «ug. thick darkness was dis-
pelled, and: the reformation, like the
morning star, rose, the herald of a
brighter day. The subject of this
sketch wag born, 1526, in the city of
Ferrais, in Italy. This'was a favored
bour for Jtsdy—its day of grace. Fora
little space the light of the reforma-
tion, sprexding from Germany and
France, shone with a bright but mo-
wentary radiance in Italy ; soon, alas,
to be quenched by the fires of perse-
cution. But though the gospel truth
was not permittedto flourish, ithed wou
many advocates to its cause—many
souls had been gatliered in, though
the seed time and harvest were short.
Among others who had embracad the
truth, was Fulvio Morata, the father
of Olympia. h  sought atan carly
age to impart to hie little danghter the
great things he had foand in the gos-
pel of Jesus. His laber was not i
vain, To talente of the highest order

. she added disposition docile and al-
. fectivnate, and a heart that loved and
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of age she was thoroughly instructed
not only in the latin and other langua-
ges, but also in thetoric and other
learned sciences. When about 13 she
was received into the family of Her.
cules, Duke of Ferrara, as companion
to his daughters, where che enjoyed
every advantage for the cultivaticn of
literary tasles, and attained a remark-
able degree of proficiency in learning.
The wifeof Duke Hercules, Renée of
France, had early imbibed Protestant
opiniuns, and by ber nieana maay of

the persecuted of Christ's people were

sheltered from their cruel oppressors.

Herself a woman of rare attain-
meuts in learning, she earnestly de-
sired that her three daughters should
enjoy every advantage of education

that could be procured, while she .

strove with still greater snxisty to train

them iu the knowledge and love ofthe |

simple gospel truth. In such an at-
mosphere the gegiua of Olympia was
developed rapidly .od she soon ac-
quired an elegance aad maturity of
scholarship which astonished all who
knew her.
she derived from her residence at court
was, the intercourse she enjoved with

A still greater advantage

many distinguished Protestants, who

took refuge in Ferrara. Her koow-

ledge of the Gieck and Latin langusges .
gave her an advantage few enjoyed at |
this period, viz., the power of perusing ’

the sacred Scriptures. It was from
this sacred source that Olympia drew
those precious truths which emaacipat-
ed her miud from the thraldvm of
Rome, and illed it with peace in Ls-
iieving.

Olympia was cepecially distinguish-

«d for her proficiency in the Greek
ianguage, and wrote beautiful poems




