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Some ycarg ago, when the Scott Act

was in force throughout many parts of

Ontario, the writer was charged with
the duty of publishing, fur the Renfrew
County Alliance, The County Tem-
perance Advecate, an anti-repeal cam-
paign sheet.  Although 1t failed to pre-
vent repeal, many readers were kind
cnough to say that it was an eflective
publication. The campaign sheet died
with the campaign : but the desire and
intention then formed to publish what
".\—mlght be termed a missionary temper-
ance paper have never departed The
time has now come when it secems pos-
sible to the publisher to start the paper
with a chance of keepiny it afloat ; and
with the New Year (1892) will be com-
menced the publication of “Tur Sox
OF TEMPERANCE.”
It is to be understood from the out-
sct that THE SoN oF TEMPERANCE

does not pretend to be the “organ” of

the temperance society of that name:
but will be a “champion ™ of the Order
as vigorous as we can make it. It is
not financially bonused by the Society,

nor will itjpcak with any authority for

it or its officers (aithough some of them
-'*—%E“Prtﬁniscd their hearty assistance
in making it successful.) Wegive it the
title of “ THE SoN or TEMPERANCE,”
because, after membership in the Order
for a dozen years, we have faith in it
and loyalty towards it, we¢ know some
of the good it has done and is still
2 doing, and we are anxious, in the inter-
- ests of the temperance reform, to see
the numbers of its membership in-
creased and its influence extended.
We have noted with satisfaction the
P-\\gro“'in prosperity of the Order in On-
tario dﬁ%g the last year or two, under
the faithful efforts of its Grand Division
officers; and we are very willing to aid
their cfforts by press and type. We
design ‘o make the paper a credit to
the Order. It will not be large at the
outset, measured by inches, in this day
of “ blanket " sheet ., but we aim to fill
& the four columns in cach of its four
pages with wheat: —the thoughts of
able men and vigorous writers—and to
make it really more valuable than a
larger sheet filled with chaff—in the
shape of what is known as *boiler
plate” and patent medicine advertise-

the advertising in most temperance
papers, temperance people must be a
ickly lot, and temperance as a pro-
ter of health a sham.) At first,
uE Sox oF TrMPERANCE will be is-
sued monthly. Prosperity will be fol-
lowed by increased frequency of publi-
cation rather than by increase of size
In view of the finangial wreck of so
many temperance papers in the past, it

would be blindness to expect to rapidly.

make a profitable concern of THE SoN

ments. (Judged by the character of

ofF TEMPERANCE ; but we believe that,
conducted on husiness principles, and
with some assistance from the members
of the Order, it can soon be made to
pay its own way, and be of use to the
Sons and the temperance cause at
large.
‘The subscription price will be—25c.
a year. Can you afford that much ?
THE PusLisHEk.
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HILE we hops, beforo the yearis
over, to give vur readers many
valuablo and interesting original articles
by Canadian writers, we make no apology
for drawing largoly upon the coluums of
The Voice, of New York, for matter for
this and subseyuent issues. Our chief
aim is to give our readers the best ideas
of to-day upon the temperance question;
and we know of none more uniformly cor-
rect 1n fact, more logiesl in argunent, or
more vigorously expressed than these of
The Voice. 1t is the lending champion of
the Prohibition Party of the United
States, but no paper that we can find
gives moro thorough attention ‘o other
phases of the reform besides the palitical.

HERE is special reason, too, for stv-
ing place to the two articles from it,
published on our first page this month.
One is a caln presentation of strong rea-
sons for the pursuance of the total absti-
nence brauch of the work of the Sons and
other temperance sorieties; the other is
a vigorous presentation of the need of a
strong attack in a certain direction upon
the part of those whose work on moral
suasion lines has led them to see that
their labors must be to a large extent fu-
tile so long as the State legalizes the run-
ning of drinking places.  Cardiunl Man-
ning put the matter very forcibly when
he said :—
¢ It is mere mockery to ask us to put
down diunkenness by moral and re-
ligious means when the Legislature
facilitates the multiplication of in-
citements to intemperance on every
side. You might as well call upon
me as the Wtain of a sinking ship
and say, ‘Why don't you pump the
water out?’ when you are scuttling
the ship in every direction.”

EOPLE can so much more casily
discover the mote in their neigh-
bor’s eye than the beawm n thar own,
that we prupose to devoete considerable
space, as tine goes an, to letting light
an the methaods adopted by our neighbors
of tho States in dealing with the lguar
problem. In cunsidering the weahness
and inconsistency « f mauny of thar sup-
posed remedies, light may just happen ta
shine i upon us that our own country
does not show much more scuse in the
same matter.
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“THE UNGODLY LEAGUGE."

ROBABLY no siugle article written

for years past has stirred up great-

er fechng among what might be called the
botter classer of the people of the Umted
States than that editonal of The Vo
which we copy on the first page of this
issuc.  While mnany ministers and Iaymen
have written, expressing their approval of
tho sentiments of the editorial, other pro-
minent wembers of religious bodies huve
taken warmn cxception toit, claiming that
it libelled tho church and would ie harm
to the tomporance causo, The replies of
The Foice have been just as vigurous as
its first article. It points out that i ar-
raiguing ** tho church ™ it doos rot imply
that Chnstiamity—in too many cascs a
vory dufferont thing to ** the church "—is

Fliiost of thevoters aro—meard.)

Minked with the salvon. Ty o secoud ar-

ticle, it sad.

Does any man beliove it is eusy to write
these words?  God knows wu huve been long
cuough writing then. Mrs Browmng's ** A
Cwise for o Nution™ comes to us over and
over as we write theas things ;

1 heard an angel speak last night,
Aud he said, ** Write !—
Write a nation’s curse for me,
Aud send it over the Western Sea.”

1 faltored, taking up the word :
“* Nut #o, my Lord!
If curses must be, chooss unother
"T'a ¢end thy curso against my brother.

“For 1w bound by gratitude,
By love and blood,
To Liuthers of iniie acruss the sea,
Whe streteh ont kindly hauds to me,™
Pherefore,” the voice said, *“shalt thou
wiite
My curse to-night,
Frows the suumiits_of love n curse is
driven,
As hghtaivg is from the tops of heaven.”

We t.re not fnunching any curse upon the
Church s we ate sunply declaring the curse
that the Church by its complicity with the
sin of drnnkard-mahing hus launched upon
itsell and cannot escapr except by an em-
phatic change in its present guilty course.

ofRE these words of The Vowe re-

gardmy an Ungodly League ap-
plieable inn Canada (  Inspite of the scan-
dalous state of pohitical aflanrs at Ottawa
and Quebee, exposed during the last few
wonths, we are among these who hold
that Canada ~ national atfaivs are not yet
in as corrupt a condition as those of our
neighbors.  This is partly because Can-
ada has a smaller propourtion of its popu-
Iation hiving in the cities, and partly be-
cause it has not atteneted so large a per.
centage of foreigu nnmiants of the low-
est classes.  Neither, in our view, are the
Canadian political partics as yet so delib-
erately aud offensively controlled by the
liquor power—(though, in offect, they are
much more largely so controlled  than
Nor is
the church so dead to real Christianity as
a large section of it seems to be in the
United States.

There are, however, tendencies to-day
in Canadian politieal affaiss, and i the
life of the churches, which will, if not
cheched, rapidly lead us to o point where
The Vitec editorial will be quite as apph-
cable to Canada ag it is to its own coun-
try at present.  The Ivuor elonent n
Canada is yearly learning more fully what
power it can exert m political affurs.
May the churches more quickly learn
what their duty is?  And when they have
scen 1t and dore g, there will be no legal-
17ed hquor trathe i our land,  May at
never be pussible to sny truthfully of Can-
ada—** The attitudo ot its churches 1s the
bulwi k of the hquor traflic.”
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GET THE LIQUOR QUESTION OU'T
ok MUMNICIPAL IPOLITICS.

OULD it not be a wise move —
w from the standpoints of both
temperance and municipal reform—to get
the liquor question wholly removed from
wmanicipal politics ! Tu the Ontario Legis-
lativo Asscmbly, a scssion or two ago,
Hon. Mr Mowat, veplying to the attacks
of the Opposition on lus adm..astration
of tho license systemw, said that the Gov-
criment had taken the appointmont of
License Comumiissioners out of tho hands
of the municipal (or enunty) councils, on
appual from the temperance people, be-
cause of the corruption brought into
wunicipal affairs through the operation of
theold systein. Tho writer is not old
chough to romembor the corruptivn com-
planed of, but can well believe it existed.
Whatever sphere of public affairs the
lujuar traflic, tuuches, it corrup.a.  We
now havo it tainting all of our govern

mental systoms - Dominjon, Provincial
and Municipal —through excise, license
~iid rovenue,  Would it not be a decided
advance to get its influenco romoved from
one of these spheres ?

At present, the municipal councils huve
certatn powers in fixing the amount of a
portion of the license foos ; and are also
able to prevent the submission of the
lueal-option by-law to tho vote of the
peoplo.  The liquor-dealers have thus a
direct business interest in secing that
only such men as faver 8 low heense fee
or will provent a local-option voto, get
wito the counels,  Questivns of litness fu
performing the genoral and more  impor-
tant dutics of the municipal oftice ate lost
sight of in the struggle for the clection of
low license or high Heense, local-option
or anti-local-option councillors or alder-
mon,

Let the total amount of the hecuse fees
Le fixed by the Legislature : let the poti-
tivn of a certain small proportion of the
ratepayers compel the counctl to submit
the local-option  question (or that of the
reduction in the nmnber of tho licenses)
v the vote of the ratepayers at the same
time as tho annual wunicipal elections :
aud then the liquor question will be effec-
tively removed from its corrupting in-
fluence in the selection of municipal offi-
cers.

To those who are concerned for gond
municipal government, and who, from
practical experionce, know the oxisting
state of affiira in many places, the remov-
al of all object for liquor interference
would be hailed with satisfaction ; while
in several particulars it seems to us the
temperance cause would also be in a
better position.

And would not another decided step in
advance,~from a temperance point of view,
be the taking over of the whole license
fee by the Provincial Govermment? It
would be much easier to carry prohibitozy
laws if there were no municipal revenue
to act as a soothing syrup to the ratepay-
ers ¢ Remove the ground for tie argument
of * See how the license fees liglieon ouf ™
taxes” — (tho direct taxes), and how
much more readily would Prohibition on
the local or national plan be adopted,

In conversation, fve tind these suggest-
ed changes are looked upon favorably by
tewperance workers.  How do  they
strike the Sons m other parts of the Pro-
vince? Let us have comment and criti
cism through the columns of Toe Sox on
the suggestions. Let the matter be de-
bated in the Divisivns. Then, if the com-
mundations outweigh the objections, let
us force the matter on the attention of
the Legialature.
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Smce the above was prepared fur T
Sox, we find the following it The Voice
of Dece. 3lst. :—

The Governor of South Carolina, in his
message to the Legislature of that State
last month, touched the liquor interests
in & very tender spot.  He advocated
that municipal corporations be prohibited
from levying any liquor liccuse at all, but
that all revenue from liquor be paid into
State and county treasuries ; and he asks
the significant question: * How many
municipalitics would rotain the salo of
liquor 1f they derived no benefit fromit 1"
Some liquor papers aro squirming over
Governor Tillman's propokition. %Vo do
not wonder. Theliquor powep will never

ermit the license bribo to be agolished.
i is their strongest hold upon t i

*
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. NORTHCOTE (in Admaston
is the junior Division of Renfre A
Urganized some aix months ago witifiourteen
mernbers, it now has half a hundretl,. An
entertainment on Dec. 1Sth brought in $30.
At prosent the Division meets in the section
school-housa ; but a Hall of theit own is the
ambition of the mombers,




