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other people's boxes, wbich is, perbaps,
after ail, the moral to bc deduced front
these pages.

À Mi i itril of Health, and other address? s
by DR. RICHARDSON ; New York. D.
Appleton & Co.; Toronto : Hart &
Rawlinson.

THERE, is a considerable amount of
food for thought in this work, although,
to get over the disagreeable part of omîr
task at once, we cannot praise the mode
in which Dr. Richardson has, laid lis
ideas before the public.

Our great scientific enquirers have car-
ried the beanty and purity oif English
style inito fields of research hitherto
abandoned to crude and pedantic pens,
-and this has been pushed so f ar that
somne modemn essays of this class fail to
impress a casuial reader with tbe magni-
tude of the thongbts enunciated, on ac-
count of the transparent clearness of the
language iii which tbey are couched.
Dr. Richardson appears to tbink in some
of bis pages that to have caugbt a cer-
taini easy-going- air of pictures(lueness,
is to establish bis dlaim to rank among
ou r grand masters. Self depreoiation is
often a menit arnong leaders of thoughit,
-it sits with an uneasy air on men whonî
we sbould neyer think of bragging about,
and it bas this appearance when display-
ed byour authior. Lastly, his expressions
often offend agaiust the mules of con-
struction, as in the case of the contorted
sentence 'See the learned professional.
what aids he calîs 1' The change inithe
natural aequence of the words, and the
dnoppinig of the word ' man' give no ad-
ditional force to the thougbt, which is
in itself so backneyed that, good taste
demnanda its introduction in the simiplest
and most retiring fonu possible. Occa-
sionally be uses curions expressions,
such as ' i)caitted visions,' for visions
pnoduced by incantation s,-wbich sim-
ply provokes tbe mmnd to think of 'de-
canted spirits' and spoils the soleninity
of bis period.

Passing on to more important matters
we are glad to be able to agree with Dr.
Richardson on many of bis views as to
the science oif healtb. He is an earnest
pleader for a Minister oif Healtb, with a
proper departuient under Iiimn and a posi-
tion independent of political mns and
out,î. Withmrnt accepting ail the details,
his idea is undoubtedly a good one.

Another suggestion of his appears to us
to strike the righit nail on the bead. It
is, and always will be, a moot point how
far Governiinent encouragement and pa-
tronagre can benefit science. Certainly
pavmient by resuits will not do. The
wishes of Governînent as to what the
resuit, should be would leak out, and
men would work for that resuit and uîot
fur the simple truith. Can any one doubt
that if the rewards of science were ex-
clusively in the bauds of a State Church,
the views of that cliurch (say aq to the
question of development) would mater-
ially influence the bulk of current scien-
tific researchi? Our ' Dvscents of Man'
and ' Antiquities of Man' wotild be re-
piaced ti) a great citent by an enlarged
series of Bridgewater Treatises.

Nor wiil eudowmient do. You cannot
endow research. You inay give a man
a thousand poundÉ a year to investigate
such and such a phienounenon, but you
cannot make hlm do it to any effect if
bis heart is not in it. He rnay ho very
conscientious and potter about his labor-
atory for the fuil terni you pay hlm for,
but the thousand pounds will have gone
in srnoke,and science be none the nouher.

What then can Governiment do? I
can do wbat individual energy and pri-
vate means are unable to accomplish. It
can perform the H erculean. ta2k of col-
lecting, those materials upon which
genius is to work. At present the sani-
tary reformer lias to drudge through the
weary labour of collecting hîs own statis-
tics of disease from a hunldred different
sources, like the Israelites searching for
the stubble wherewith to make their
bricks. 11e cornes exhausted from this
miechanical and rieyer-en ding routine
work to that part of his task which de-
manda bis entire capacity and should re-
ceive thie ful11 benefit of lus intellect, Is
it to be wondered at that the resuits of
bis investigation are flot what we sbould
expect 1

It is in the power of every Govern-
ment to keep sucb sanitary records as
will emiable students to arrange and sys-
tematise those great laws of hiealth and
diseaso, of weather, of climate,and ouf vi-
tality wbich at present are ouly guessed
at empirically.

In timne it wilI, we hope, be a mnatter
of friendly rivalry hetween the countries
of tbe world, which sahal best preserve
these muniments of Life and Death.

How anal and uninteresting such a
table of statistics appears when taken by
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