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AMONG THE elud, which Includes
FILIPINOS, - ! moat of the Americens

The papers aro full
Just now of pictures ot
the Filiplnos. So Pleas-
ant Hours must have
some too. Wae heard 2
coloured preacher last
summer State that Pio-
videnc~ had a brilhiant
tuture 1n store for the
peoble of thuoo isiands,
for had not the great
Apostle of the Gontiles
written an ° Epistie
the Phtlippines ! The
brother in black was a
little astray as to the
fact, but we doubt not
was perfectly correct in
his prediction. It s
stiange how little most
of us knew about the
ehilippines  till  the
searchljghts of Dewey's
ships were turned upon
them. The principal
{dea suggested to the
present writer by thar
npsme was that of
Maniia hemp, which,
when he went to buy a
summer swing, he
found, on account of
the war, had doubled
in Drice. A brief re-
sume cof what is known about these
fslands may be of interest to the readers
of Pleagant Hours.

The FPhilippines are the most northern
group of the Indlan archipelago, stretch-
ing a thousand miles from north to
south, and six hundred miles from east
to west. They make almost a con-
tinuous 1ink between the great islands
of Borneo and Fourmosa, and form the
eastern border of the Chlnese Sea. They
almost equal in extent the empire of
Japan, There are over fourteen hun-
dred galtogether, but many of theso aru
little more than bars volcanic rocks.
Nine of them, however, are large and
wonderfully fertile islands.

Luzon, the most considerable, has an
area of forty-one thousand square miles,
and a population of about ,000,000. The
others aggregate about 60,000 sguare
miles, with about 5,000,000 more of popu-
1ation, Luzon i8 exceedingly rugged,
although its mountains nowhere excued
1,000 teet. Some of Its volcanoes are
still active, issulng dense volumes of
smoke and steam and gsometimes lava.
one of these, at the extreme south,
serves as a continual beacon to navi-
gators,

The volecanic soll 18 exceedingly fertile,
producing rich crops of rice, wheat, 1n-
digo, tobacco, coffee, cottun, sugar-cane,
bread-{frult, oranges, and citrons. The
mountain9 and plains are clothed with
maguificent forests of p3alm, bhamboo,
cbony, mahogany, and other valuable
woouds, Tebacco has long been o Gov-
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ernment monopoly, 20,000 ' hands ~ be-
tng employed at Binondo in the manu-
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XATIVES OF MANILA.

facture of cigars. Gold, copper, iron,
and coal are among its mineral resources.
The principal rivers are the Apari and
Pasig, both of which are navigable for
vessels of considerable size.

THE PHILIPPINES WERR DISCCVERED

by Fernando Magellan {n 162i. He was
subscquently killed on one of them. In
1564 the cruel bigut and persecator,
Philip I1.,, seut a fleet which captured
Cebu. Six years later Luzon was sub-
dued, and Manila proclaimed the capital.
Two hundred years later Manila was
captured by the British, bu. was ran-
somed at & cost of $5,000,000. Of tho
population, about 7,000,000 are Romanist,
1,500,000 are pagan, and mearly 1,000,000
Mohammedans.

The general character of the islanders
exhibits, in a striking manner, the ruin-
ous effects of sin, and ruanifests the
fatlure of Romanism as a moral force.
For among those people we see rmuch
licentiousness and drunkenness, witch-
craft and ldolatry, lylng and stealing.
But yet the same people are natwially
endowed with qualities, and present
traits which, under the sanctifying iu-
fluence of the Gospel, should make them
a great blessing to that part of the
world, Ior instance, they are grateful,
sensitive, and hospitable, have a most
remarkable aptitude for the fine arts,
being

SCTHE 1TALIANS OF THE EAST.”

Though commoniy accused of induience,
they are a great improvement over all

the other branches of the Malay race.
The priests
testify of their
tiberaifty in
giving for the
erection of
churches and
the suppert of
religlon gener-
ally Hardly a
tewn ts with-
out fits band
of music aod
they delight in
uslng thelr tal-
cent in the ser-
vice of thelr su-
perstitions. The
ladies are 2lso
very rusical;
the harp Is
thelr favourite
fnstrurent. In
their slmple-
mindedncso
they are very
credulous, and
mix the Divine
name with
most profane

NATIVES OF TEE ZRILIPPINE 1ALLNDA,

and foulish things, They suil rewin
many of their vid heathon customs, but
in o modifled form and tinged with
Romanism. The word Evangeuso, ' Gus-
pel,” 1s by them empivyed w signify a
small bag made of cloth, contalning a
scrap of paper with the first fourteen
verses of the Guspel of St Jobha 1n
Latin. This Is worn by neany every
woman and girl, hung arvund the m:x;kl
for an amulet, the luea being that it
wards oft sickness. These peopio lL.ve
on simple fuod, chiefly rice and fish, and |
dress in light ciothes. The Spanlards
have Intinduced buli-fights, but the na-
tives prefer their own cock-fights.
These latter are the general pastime on
Sundays and all feast days.

The princlpal and alli-absorbing amuse- |
ment of the natives, in fact, what may |
be called their national sport, is

COCK-FIGHTING ;

and his fighting rooster Is as much, it
not more, an objoct uf sulicitativn and |
care to every Fiupino as hus famiiy it-,
self. In Manila there 18 a large buiiding |
of baum.soo and nipa, erected solely fur
this diverslon, and the uproar which
arises from it every Sunday afternoon
can vnly be compared to that heard at a |
league bascball game at hume. A native
su unfortunate as not to own a fighting |
cotk wouid be an object of scurnful pity |
to his neigibours, and it is difficult to,
waik the streets in the native qudrter,
without stumbiing at cvery few yards,
over a pair of feathered combatants, hav |
ing a trial battie under the watchful care |
of their owners.

The population of Manila is about
270,000, including natives, Chinamen, and
Europeans; the Chinese forming a very
large propor-
tion. Natur-
ally, of the
Europeans, the
greater num-
her are Span-
{ards, and there
is also a large
colony of Ger-
mans and
Swiss, the Eng
lishmnen and
Americans are
in the mlin-
ority.

Thero are
churches on
every  coraer,
of all sfzes
and descrip-
tions, gener-
ally in a state
of dilapidation
owing to ecarth-
quakes ; and
also an English

among lts members.
PIOTURRMUR

aa lifa may seem In the
{slands to one who has

never f{ried 1t, with
theso  strango  scence
and pcople, and the

azy. luxurious waye of
ViR, there 18 a senso

t mounotony and lopell
ne 8s about 1t which can
uwot be overcuma by one
‘rvin nurthern  climee
Qat of the track of the
crcat steamship lines,
the islands aro seldom
visited by * globe-trot
turs,” partly on account
ot thelr roputation for
choleras, t;, hoons and
carthquakes, 2nd a new
faco was scldomn aeep in
the litt'e Anglo- Amerl
can colony. No form
of out-door recreation
except driving could be
fnduiged in from 10 am
to 5 p.m on account of
the deadly hoat, and
hurse back riding, ten
nls, ctc., could only be
undertaken early in the
morning or late in the
afternoon, and even
under thess conditions the exorcise was
tou violent.

Not moro than one-third of the arable
.a0d in the valleys of Luzon has been
bruught under clvlilzation. Tho moun-
tains are riea in the most valuable tim-
ber o be found anywhere In the world.
While sume of tue valleys havo been do-
puded of tue forests, Spanish officlal ob-
struction has effectunlly spared tho valu
avblc trees In tho interlor It 1s not a
bad thing that It required aboat two
years effort and a large fee {n order to
get a liconse to fell a slnglo tree, and a
heavy duty befuie it could be - . orted.

TAXATION.

native had to pay tax on every
the paper on which ho wrote =
the buffalo that ploughed tle
his hickens, and even upon the
The governors monop-
olized the trade of thelr districts. They
flxed thels own pur-hasing price, and
ouid, of course, a' - urrent market rates
Nou cunscicoee ®as shown by any officer
in his rigutuus exactivns from the oa
tives. The oxpenses of legal proceed
10gs %ule¢ 50 churmouas  that many 3
wealthy man was ruined by a single
case f ltigation.

In the presen® rebe'llion mere than
10,000 men, women and children were
massacsed by the Spaniards  Men and
women Wwere arrested rierely on a sus
piclun expressed by a single individual,
thrown into prison without cvea the
formality of a hearing, and allowed tn
remain thete fur years without a tria
There nas no such thing as trial by jury
no writ of habeas corpus, no right of
appeal. When the United States troops
took Manila tbere were 3,900 prisoners

The
thing,
iettor,
flelds,
eggs they lald.
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