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take place by regiments and brigades, in the
the course of the day, when the officors are
to-be posted.

Let every man perfectly understand his
place; and let all bear in mind what they owe
to their own honor ané to a beloved country,
contending [r its rights, and its very inde-
pendence as a nation,

The officers must be careful that the men
do not throw away their amunition; one de-
liberate shot being worth half a dozen hurricd
ones; and they are to give to the troops the
example of courage in every exigency which
may happen.

In battie there must be no contest ‘or rank
orstation, but every corps wust march prompt-
ly and drecuy 1o the spot, which it may be
directed to occupy. The troops will be under
arms at reveillée to-morrow morning, and will
be ready to march at 2 moment’s warning.—
All orders from the adjutant and inspector-
general’s department; from captain Rees, as-
sistant~deputv—quarter-master-general; and
major Lush and captain Nourse, extra aides
de camp to general Wikinson, will be rezpec-
ted as coming from the commanding general
himself. Signed, by order,

W. Comuixgs, adj. gen.

We have on several occasions been remind-
ed of the old saying, montes parturiunt nas-
estur ridiculus mus, when chronicling the
sayings (not doings,) of American comman-
ders, but in no instance have we found more
ridiculous results following inflated profes-
sions. The preclamation breathed the very
spirit of valour, and the orders to conquer or
to die were most explicit. A retreat was not
to be thought of, and in case any craven spirit
hould exist amongst the four thousand, (save
one,) breasts animated with Wilkinsonian ar-
dour, (perhaps as James has it “as en addi-
tional stimulus to glory™) a picked man was
chosen to whom instructions were given to
put to death “any man who goes back.”—
‘What could promise more fairly for the anni
hilation of the twenty-three hundred British-
ers. One is almost forced to believe that this
proclamation had been drawn up under the
supervision of the Cabinet at Washington.—
Let us examine, however, before following the
steps of the heroes who had just set out,
through snow an mud, on the fourth inva-
sion of Canada, how the case really stood.—

For this purpose a passage from James will be
sufficient :—

¢ At St, John's, distant about fourteen miles
from the Tsle aux Noix, and twenty-one from
La Colle river were stationed under the com-
mand of licutenant colonel Sir William Wil-
linms, of the i3:h regiment, six batalion com-
panics of thatregiment, and a battalion of Ca~
nadian militin; numbering altogether, about
seven hundred and fifty rank and file. At Isle
aux Noix, where lieatenant colonel Richard
Williams, of the Royal marines, commanded,
were stationed the chiel part .f a battalion of
that corps, and the two flank companies of
the 13th regiment ; in all about five hundred
and fifty rank ard file. The garrison of La
Colle Mill, at which major Handeock, of the
13+ 1 regiment, commanded, consisted of about
seventy of the marine corps, one corporal, and
three marine o.tillerymen, captain Blake’s
company of the 13th regiment, and a small
detachment of frontier light infantry under
captain Ritter; the whole not exceeding one
hundred and cighty rank and file. At Whit-
man's, on the feft bank of the Richelieu, dis-
tanced about two miles from the Mill, and
communicating with Isle aux Noix, was the
remaining battalion company of the Canadian
fencibles, under capiain Cartwright, and a
battalion ccmpany ol Voliigeurs were stationed
at Burtonvil.e, distant two miles up La Colle
yiver, and where there had been a bridge, by
which the direct road into the province pas-
sed.”

On a review of these numbers it will be
found that there were not altogether more
than seventeen hundred and fifty regularsand
militia within a circle of twenty five miles in
diameter, yet general Wilkinson in the esti-
mate presented to the council numbers the
troops at Isle aux Noix, and La Colle. alone,
at twenty five handred and fifty, and desig-

'nates them all as regular troops with the ex-

ception of two companics. Before entering
on the expedition we wiil give a description
of this famous post against which four thou-
sand valiant Americans were marching.

The Mill at La Colle was built of stone
with walls about cighteen inches thick, hav-
ing & wooden or shingled roof, and consisting
of two stories. Tt was in size about thirty-
six feet by fifty, and situate on the south
bank of La Colle river; which was then fro.



