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The Bible Neglected.

It 1s tho commown doctring of Protea-
tant Christendor that thie Biblo ia the
Word of God, that it contains a rovel-
atiou from God to man, and that wan
is under obligation to make himsolf
-acquainted with its conteuts that ho
may placo himsell in barmony with
tho Divine will.  Conrequently it is
maintained and urged that it isa groat
siu to neglect tho study of the Serip-
fures, Notwithstanding it is unques-
tionablo that oven among those who
profess 1o bo Christiaua tho proportion
.of diligent, reveront students of the
Word of God is shamofully small
“Whilo the Bible is theoretically ravore
encod, it is practieally contomned by
‘thio great majority of thoso who claim
-it as the rule of their faith avd the
guido of thoir lifo. Hundreds of thoso
arhio sing :—

Holy Dible, book divine,
I’racious treasure thou art mine,

~whils thoy possces a copy, or copies,
yos, exponsive copios of tha Iible,
mako lesa use of that sacred book than
thoy do of the locsl newspapor, which,

" thougn sl right in its place, doos not

contsin, and doos not profeastocontain,
tho knowledge of lifo cternal, Why is
‘this so ? Many would, no doubt, al-
logo a8 o reason want of time. They
‘would eay that tho necessary cares
.and laboure of lifo are so pressing and
80 engroseiug that muck &s they fecl
it to bo desirable, much as thoy boliove
it wonld be spiritually beueficial, thoy
¢an not find leisura to devoto lo tho
reading of tho Word of God. It is
Jdoubtful if thero is & Christian in the
world who can vead, who ean honestly
say be has not titne to reac tho Bible.
o may not Lavo ume to study it
thoroughly o Geneeis to Revelation,
or to read largo portions of it daily,
Lut that docs not jusiily him in negloc.
ting it altogetber. Ono of the finost
Bible scholars we have eover geon is
roported to hiavo said that somo days
ho would only got over one versoof the
Bible. Even ono verso a day would
mako & person mighty in the Serip-
gures in the eourso of av avorago lifo-
timno and cortainly no Christiau is a0
busy that ho ean not give that much
attention to what Lo estoema the Word
of God, Lel us bo frank with oar.
selves and ackaowlodgo that tho plea
ol want of timo is naught bk a Niwmey
.oxouse, This the busiest Christians
must concode.  What shall be said of
tho great host of young Christian  =od
oven old Christiane, who have avund.
anco of timo for Idlo gassip, and use
Yoss ploasuree, for tho reading of daily
papers aud wookly papers, for dovour-
ing current fiction, much of which is
nudeniably corrupling 2 Vorily, that
thoy love tho thinge of this world moro

than thoy do tho things of God.

We beliors that if maoy Clristinns
would confers the truth in their case
they would a\ﬁ that tho reason thoy
do not study tho Biblo is becanso thoy
find it an upiulsresting book, We
ehall considor their ¢ase in & future
attiole.

{

Rev. A Grant eaid ho had felt more
in his cloment sinee coming to the
meoting than ozer bofore sinso ho had
come to Manitoba, A Hom- Miceion
atmosphero secmed to agreo first rate
with his econetitution. In vigorons
languago he cuforced npontheaudionce
the duty of the Baptista. Baptiste, he
eaid, bolioved, first of all,in vouveraon,
the now bieth ae tho primo cssentisl to
membership.  They did not believe
that baptism had angsthing to do with
ralvation. They beheved i Congro
gationalism, or the iudependenoy of
tho individual congregation. No other
people had been so truo all along for
cunturies to the absoluto separation of
church aud etoto. 110 wne not at all
mealy mouthed abont being called &
Baptist.  Poople twust kuow what
Baptie’s aretorespect thewm, Daptists
wanted to havo an aggressive spint.
, Tho abovo is clippod from tho
Canadian Baptist and is a partial
ropoet of an addrees dolivered by Me.
Grant at tho DBaptist Convention in
DBrandon, Mau. .ha.  We admire Mr,
Grant's outspokan way; o moans that
peoplo shall kuow what a Baptist is
aud ho is right in that. Il awman is
a Daptist ho should not bo ashamed of
it, noc uuwilling to tol! his neighbo:
what it is to bo a Daptist. May the
spirit and oxawplo of Mr, Grant be
multiplied oxceedingly. But, aa wo
havo known for somo time, hio imagines
that tho Baptists oxcol all others profess.
ing to bo Christians in thoir ipsistonce
upor & couverted mewmborship. OQur
observation ie that tho Baplists, in
their cagernoss to build up churches,
ato just as Lisbla as any other peoplo
to tske in thoso who are no! truly
converted. o thiok thoy havo es
largo a proportion of backsliders as
other donominations. Wo do neot
think thoy, as a people, are superior
spiritually to tho Presbyterians. For
otample: Mr. Grant's worda rolalive
to conversion and the now Dirth
oapross o conecil which is injuring the
Baptist peoplo ; it tends tv generato
that pride which gooth bofors a fall.
Mr. Grant is, we beliove, a leader
among the DBaptists in Canada aud
ono of their mosl aggressivo men. 1o
may fairly bo taken as a roprosentative
man, Let us hoar what ho eaye of
baptimn: *‘They (Baptists) did not
believo that baptism had anything to
do with salvation.” Wo tako it that
Mr. Graut states the position of the
regular DBaptists of Canads, and wo
mako bold to say it is a position which,
if adhered to, will ruin tho Daptist
church, If the lvalers among the
Daptists are wise in thoir gencration
thoy will re-considor the quostiou frow
a geriplural standpoint and not from
that of tradilional Baptist tlicology.
And by way of assisting thom in so
profitable an oxerciso, wo dircot them
to tho words of tho Lord Jesus, Mark
zvi. 16: * Ho that boliovoth and is
baptized shall bo saved ;” to the words
of tho apostle DPeter, epoaking as the
spirit gave him utteranco on tho day
uf Pentecost, Acts ii. 38: ¢ Ropent
and be baptized evory onmo of you in
tho namo uof Josus Christ for tho
romission of sius aud yo sball receivo
tho gift of the Ioly Spirit;” to the
words of Auaniaz, specially sont by the
Lotd to tell Saul of Tarsus what to
do, Acts xxii. 13: " And now, why
tarriost thon ?  Arise and bo baptized
aud waslh away thy sins, calling on
tho name of the Ford ;" to the wocds
of the aposile Paul, Rom, vi 3, 4, 5;
Gal. iii. 20, 27, wbich passages will
the reader who is wot familiar with
them turn up and carefully road?
Othier scriptares might bo quoted or
referred to, DBut theso aro safliciont
to prove beyond peradventuro that
Mr. Graut is agaiust tho truth when
ho says that baptiem has ' nothing to
do with salvation,” and that if bo, as

wo supposo ho docs, ropresonts the
Baptist Chnrely, thon it is alco against

tho trath, and to Lo against the truth
is Lo bo againet the Lord,

A Bold and Candid Baptist. |

Bro. J. K, Hester, of Guelph, I8 at
teuding the Qencral Missionary Con.
voution at Dea Moines, lowa. Wo
Licroby invito ldm to give us o good
report for noxt 1ssue of Tar EvaNog.
LI3Y.

Wo romind our frionde that itoms
of church naws are always accoptable.
One of tho most useful faunctions of
a rehigious paper 18 tho publication of
good nows. Wo sghall be pleased to
hear fro1a cvery church in tho pro-
vivco.

Our readers, no doubt, ure curious
about that article of W. 0. Moorc's
which wo liave twico ioforwed thom
was in this papor. Wo oxpect it to be
in this number. OQuo of tho disad.
vantages of oditing a paper at long
rango iy that the cditor ie liablo to find
things otherwiso than ho oxpooted
when tho paper comes out.

“Thoco are in this loud, stunniog tide
Of humay care sud crime,
Wik whow the melodios abido
Of tho everlasting chime ;
Who carry music in thoir Leart,
Thro' dusky lano aud wraugling mart,
Plying thar daily task with busior
foet,
Becauso their secrot souls somo loly
Bitain repeat.”

Personal Mention.

Bro. E. J. Hart and daughtor called
on us sovoral times al our oflice.

Bro. A. Yulo, of Aurors, was in the
city Saturday, aud wanted to got a
yonng man to take up with bim for
Sunday, but—was too late.

L. K. Merton, of Oshawa, was in
tho oity last wook aud gavo us a call,
togother with somd good idoas of work,
Evory timo [ sce him I fool annoyed
at DBro. Hanry for urging at the St
Thownas couverntion that DBro. Morten
bo left off the Board.

Tozo Ohno has a fow engagements
to speak in differont town., A number
of churches havo expressod a dotiro to
have him speak to them, Any such
who have not his address can writo to
ns and we will sco bim for them. e
is now taking leclur:s at Toronto
Upiversity,

It does us good to have Disciplea
who aro isolated from their brethren
¢zll and show that although alone,
still thoir Leart is in the work. Bro.

% D, Muaro, of Auburn, Iuren Co.,
¢nlled on us and states that thore are
no Disciples within milos of him. Will
this atways bo?

Bro. M. Putman passed through this
city while on his way from Owen
Sound to Bowmaunvills, whero ho now
is. Wo wero rorry to havo been away
whon ho and his wife called on us,
Wo are pleased to learn that Bro.
Putman las such an amisblo person
for a help in bis most importaul lifo
work,

Wao Lad o vory plossant visit from
Bro. A. C. Qray, who way on his way
to Muskoks. Ilo evidently intonds to
do sowo good reading whilo up there,
as wo had tho pleasuro of loading nim
with a small library. o were moro
than delighted with haviog a talk with
bios about the work and bid him God
speed.

Our roaders who aro afflieted with
dcafnoss should not fail to wrile to
Dr. A. Fontaine, 84 West I4th Street,
Now York City, for hie circulars giving
afidavits and testimonials of wondorful
ourcs from promiuent people.  Tho
doclor is an aurist of worldwide repa.

tation. Bee bis adverlisoment eleo.
iwhere.

So-operation Laotes. \

CONTRIBUTIONS,
Hamilton Duflding Fund.
Jawes Dowar . ..... $06.00

llome Misgion Fund,

Clurel, Collingwood .  $12.60

Alfrod Batt ... ...... %.00

8. 8. Walkerton ., 226

8. 8. Ridgetown . . 00

A arcular letter relative to the
November colleotion, has been prepar.
¢d and sont to tho chiurches through-
out tho Province. Tho Board {rusta
that tho elders and proachiers will
hoartily assist in laying the matler be-
fore tho corgregations.

1 The Lord loveth a cheorful giver.”
1 A Cheerful Giver” sent tha following
note tho other day : * Dear brothor,—
Ploass find enctosed fivo dollars, to bo
used in tho good work.,” What a
wretehed kind of a Christian, ¢ q clicor.
lese giver ” musi bet

Contributions have been received so
far from two Sunday schools that did
not givo lnet yoar.  Wo hopo to hear
of othars also, as well as from all thoso
who aseistod last yoar. Will 1he
superiutendente kindly not omit to
give the childron an opportunily lo
aid our Homa Mission work ?

Bro. A. C. Gray is at work in Mus
koka. ‘Tiiero ia a good prospect,
eapesially near DBracobridgo, iu the
townebip of Macaulay. Wo pray that
[ tuo Master may richly Lless our young
aud devoted brother, avd that a self.
supporting church may shortly be
ostablishied throngh his Jabora.

It wmay not bo out of place to remind
tho brathren that it is desirable that
our Mission Fand should eontinue to bo
gatliered with the least possible ex.
pense. At present tho only oatlay is
for postago aud tho small cost of
printing ciroular letters, eo that almost
100 cents of overy dollar contribnted
goes dircetly to thozo doivg the work
of preachivg thoe Gospel. This isagit
shonld be. T.ot the friends of the
work send in their gifts promptly and
freely, and it may continue so for
wany a day.

To Liage Mexprrs.~Thoso who wore
envolled last year as lifo membors of
tae Co.operalion, and made tho first
payment last year, will please send in
tho second paymout at thoir earliest
convenience, aud those who bavo been
enrolled this yoar tho first payment.
Do not forgot, friende, that tho wmoney
is needod now, aud pay now if you can,

Wo have nol yat recoived any moro
$100 subscriptions to tho Homo Mis-
Fuad, Geo. Muxro. Cor. Seo.

That thoeo readers of Tur Evaxag.
rast who bave only heaed Lho circniar
lettor read, and thoso who Lave not
oven heard it read, may havoan oppor.
tunity of porusing it at their leisure,
wo givo it in tuis department in full,

Dear Brerunex :—In calling your
attention to tho fact that tho Aonual
Meoting beld at Owen Sound this
year guggeste? that tho charches beo
askod to tako up a special colleclion
for Homo Missions on the Orat Lord's
Day in Nevombor, tho Board of Man.
agors Liag great ploasure in being ablo
to say that tho work is in a prosperous
aud bopoful condition. In Muskoka
where DBro, Crewson hias bheen labor-
ing for o nnmber of years, tho necds
aud tho iutorest of tho caueo liave o
cnlarged that it is deemed ncccasary
that auothor preachor should go to
that district. Bro. A, O. Gray has
agrood o go, and tho Board Las pro-
mised to aesiet in supporting um, In
Collingwoo { aloady progress is being
made. In Toronto (Denison Ave.),
tho new Luilding on Cocil Streot in in
courss of erection and it is expected
will bo ready fer cecupation about the

firet of Jauuary next,  Thisenterprizs
{e & largs undortakiog for tho ehureh,
showa that tho mombors are thoroughly
dovoted to tho work, aud is therefore
well caleulated to elioit the sympathy
of their brethron throughout tho pro.
vinco, Tho church doea not ask the
Co-operation to contribute to the baild.
ing fund, but only to aseiat in support.
ing the preachor a littlo tonger.  The
ohurch in Hamillon requests lelp to
keep a preachor. Their house was
recently opened, aud thero is a fino
prospect of a good work being douo in
that ¢itr. It acems almost certain
that if the church is aided for a ehort
timo 1t will becomo solf supporting.
Tho Lrothren in Owon Sound have also
asked and been prowised assistance,
Thoso who ars well acquainted with
that town say that thero 18 now a groat
opporluaity there, aud tho church is
vaturally anxious to make the woat of
tho opportunity and bhas employed
Bro. James Lediard. An appeal
comes lo the Board from the ety of
Fondon, Inm tho first placo, to aid in
carrying on spevial services avd in the
gecond place, if a chureh be organizod
to ussist in wmaintaining n preacher
constantly,  After lookmg into the
matter carofully, tho Board feols war-
ranted in prowising tho desired help
aud belioves that tho Disciples in On.
tario will approve of tho rosolution.
Thero aro othor points soliciting assis.
tance and whero it is reasonable to
believo good could bo accomptishiod,
but the Board does feel justified at
preseut in undortaking moro than has
already beea done. However, as a
mattor of course, should thoe contri.
butions to the Mission Fund make it
possible, tho Board will ba moro than
glad to do what it can for thoso
other points, Thoso placas which the
judgment of tho Apnual Mecting
specially commended to tho Doard
must of necosity recoivo the first at.
tention, for (1) the Board is sating for
tho Aubual Meoting, and (2) as ail
tho churchos dosiring Lelp cannot bo
granted it, it follows that a selestion
has to bo made of thoso wheére the
domand is most urgent and where the
largost immediate rosults may bo ox-
pocted. It is not protended that tho
Annual Meeting aud the Board always
do what i3 wieost and best in tuis re.

speet, bat it is sflirmod that to the—— -

bess of thoir judgtacnt and ability they
scok fo do so, aud thoy ask their
brethren who may think they have
reason to criticiso thoir action to bear
this in mind,

It kias frequontly been said ihat the
Disciples in Ontario are not doing any-
thing and pot trying to do anything.
Thst cannot truthiully bo said now.
Whon it is obeczvod that the Co-opes.
ation is underiaking this year to render
assistance in churchios in thres of our
oities, Toronto, Hamilton and London;
in 100 of our most promising towne,
Collingwood and Owen Souud ; and
to contributo towarda the maintenance
of two preachers in Muskoka, those
who aro acquainted with we will not
sny that wo are nnwilliog to * under.
tako groat things for God,” and when
it is furthar considerod what is buing
done by thoso brethron who do not seo
fit o work with tho Co-operation, and
what is raised for buillg meeting-
houses and other local onterprises,
togother with the liberal collections

iven by wavy of the churches to
“oroign Missions, whilo there may Lo
found w0 occasion for pride, there
certainly will bo found nono for shame,

Tho Board finds it to be no unploas-
ant daty to appeal lo the Disciples of
Chuist in bohalf of tho work referrad
to in this eireular lotter, but rathee os-
tcoms it a privilego (o iuvite the
brotherhood to contnibuto according to
teir sbility, that the Gospol may be
wmore widely preached in s pricitive
purity and simplicity and that true
churches of Chnist may bo establishod
on o permancnt basis whero thoy nro
now uoknown,

Tt is scarcely necessary to say that
thero is no dictation to tho elsurc{us in
this matior, cither ou the part of the
Annual Meoting or of tho Loard. The
work is laid before the brotbren, and
thoy aro asked, il thoy think tho work
10 ba goed, to Jdo all they can to fur-
thor It.

If tho vollection cannot bo taken up
on tho fizsl Lord's Day. in November,
somo othor day soom aftor wll do.
Will tho elders and preachers nso their
inflnenco to securo liberal offerings ?
All contributions ahould bo eent to
Qeargs Munre, Frin, Qut, whe will

promptly acknowledgo tho samo.
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