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AS old as the nost ancient records o?which wc hlave aniy know'lcdge is
the practice of endeavoring to cure dis-
cases o? ail sorts w1tlîout Uic use of nicdi-
cies or physic-al agencies of any kind:
but by the laying on o? bands, by prayer,
and by eharînls of' varions sorts. At the
present tiînc the dominant fori of' this
kind o? cure, and a developunent, of a
certain kind o? psychological stildy is the

CImiiid cure."', ''li Stronghold of this
<cure " is IBoston. An exclhange says
.A.L c'u)ple of ycars ago a Mr.Eddy,

who wvas for sonie ie couisidcring,:, the idea
of a possibility o? Uic w~ill or iuid giving a
cure to a diseasc, and wlho wvas for soine
time before giviug a constant practice o?
a ttcînptiuig to dispel disease by a convie-
tion that only a conception o? a discase by
thc mind iras the discase itsclf, and asking
otbers to do the me, originatcd this
gospel. A constant pursuit o? this idea
gave it a fastcning u pou nîany minds, and

fromn a focus of such contemplations in or
niear Boston a sprcad of the gospel iras
madc. A sprcatd coatinued until the
affair crossed the continent. A score o?
goo0d îinids gave it cudorsemient, and a
thousand comninî ininds acccpted it. A
couple of' publications arc advocating it.
Others %viIl follow. A cure of disease is
chiiiicd for the gospel, and a iuost aston-
ishing devotion to the cause is found in
the feinale portion o? tic people."

It is claimcd by the disciples o? tliis'
deinsion that thcre is a Iltransference "
of thought, froni thc onie praetîsing thc cure
to the patient. IlTlîe one who is to act
the part o? healer siiînply turns his own
mental power and attention in upon hlmi-
self', concentratiug bis energy upon the
idea that the patient is free fromn disease.
This lic docs wlile sittiug by the patient's
side, thongh it is claiied by Soule that;
it eau be donc wifhout, even couîing into
the patieut's prescuce or cntering his
bouse. In proportion as bis vital force,
that is, his nerve force, becomies absorbed
in this one thing, it is transfcrrcd to the
niind of the patient, wlmo is thus brouglit
into pimysical relation with himi, and is
under bis coutrol to sncb a, dcgree that
whlat lie believes the patient necessarily
believes. The patient thus believes that,

lie s wll, adas the resuit, lie is well,
cither inimediati-ly or spcedily. " This,

aceordîng- to thcir own stat3xiti, is the
theôry and action of the mmlid cure.

The influence of the ummnd over tlic
bodily funlctions iii lîeut*h and disease is
wcll knloiwn, the poiwer o? hope over
discascd conditions, o? a bellefini recoi'cry
o? a determination to g-et, well is uîîiver-
sally acknoiwledged, and(.1poriy used or

diceed it b)c a valuable aid to tlîe
plysioian aîîl patienit. Unf'ortuuiately it
lias been hieretofore alniost wholly in the
hanIs o? fanaties and charlatans, and
imuu.ch. harui lias thecby been donc. In a,
lecture, at the Edîniburgh-l College o? Mcdi-
cie, -Dr. J. Hughies Bennett, a physician,
of nilih eminence, an author o? m'cputee
and an advancej,, deep tliinker, in refer-
ring to the Il ninid cure,'' Iwhich lie calîs

" Mlonoidcoisiii," said 'ii ail the cases
of relicftlere«can bc little doubt that any
bene1ît that did occur may hc attributed
to a str-ong) belie?. on tic part o? tlîe pà-
tient, iii the efficacv o? the iiîeans enîploy-
cd. In recent tines, niorle systeniatie
attenipts have been nmade in this way to
relieve pain. Tlîis subjeet, lîowevcr,is yct
in its bnacndlas to ho separated from
thc cîarlataýnism w'hich lias liitherto been
îingiilcd ivith it. The l;îbors o? Dr. Bis-
(hale anîong the natives o? Tu dia and Mr,.
]3raid iii Manchîester exlîibit, a wor-tlî
commencement to tic rational treitnmcnt
o? disoî'dcrs, by the means Dow ahluded to,
and there can hc liLtle doubt that, ia no
long' uMie, its influence, wlien furtmer
stu lied, will bc acknowlcdged. -But how
fâr tîmis influence is dependent on the
confidence o? the patient, on tihele o?
somne mysterius circunistance wimci is
pre!znied to produce, the effeet, or on
Sonle uîknown law regul atiug function,
throughi the mnd, furtmer observation
aloncecau deterniinc." D)r. Bennett tdien
referred to caseswhichi have been authenti-
euted. lu which varions kiads o? painm and
othem' evidenees o? derangemeut, hysterical
paralyses o? orýgais, etc., have been re-
licved or Ilcured " by timis mens.

lu the words o? a very good article iii
the Scieitt fic Awcricau, "wc know well
that ini every forni o? disease the patient
can ho largely bcnefitted by thiose attendant
circnîstances which give toule and hope-
fuless to the mind, and cspeeiahly by the
efforts o? his own wvill. We have no reason
to question thiat in mnauy instances tie


