
RAIL WA YS AND NA VIGA TION

At present n10 rellable chart of the North Pacific coast is in
existence, and for want cf recent and accurate survey the naviga-
tion, even of thue Lower Fraser, is difficuit. In ne part of the
Dominion is*a hydroj.,raphic survey se greatly needed as in Britisli
Columbia. Coastixîg vessels have te, thread tlueir way thirough a
perfect 1abyrinth of straits anîd chainiels, and as thiere are neither
iglîts ixor buoys oii a long stretcu of the northerii ccast, tlue
wonider is that disasters are not niuch miore frequent. The ligliting
and huoyiing cf the northern coast lias therefore becomie a
necessity. In order te uîueet tlîis waut, a survey lias becîx coin-
nienicedl under flic superintendence cf Captain Beultoin, and Col.
Anderson, chief engineer of the M1%arine Departmnent, wvill shortly
leave Ottawa to examine juito and zeport upon 'ieans cf aiding
navigation in Pacific coast waters.

TUE- MenIotreal Occan Steaxnship) Comupany, fainiliarly known as
tixe Allaii LUne, lias purclîased six vessels, ail first-class boats, cf
the State Steanisipl Company, cf Glasgcw,%, inw iii liquidation-
the *State cf Alabama, " 2,313 tons; <State cf Indiana, " 2,5S4
tous: State cf Neb)ra-ska,"' -,996 tous; "State cf Penuisylvania,"
2,4-i3 tons; <'State cf Georgia," 2,49 tcn's, and " State cf
Neva-da," 2,488 tous. It is genierally believed that at least some
cf thein will be put ou the Mýonitreal route te replace tue steani-
ships tSib)eriani,' «'Coreaii,' <' Assvrian '' and '«Pomieraniian,'
w]îich -%vi1l go on the New York service. Tlîe " Assyrian " is te,
sal frcmn Glasgow for New Ycrlc, on May ist, and otiiers ivili
follow iveely. It is currently reported that the purcluase price
of dîese steauxshiPs Nu'as 111Y f~7,5,ooo. This suin uvill, it is said,
barely pay the creditors cf the State Liiie, and the sharehiolders
ivill receive nothing. Five-pound State Liine sluares have been
offéred on the Glasgow E xcliange, but%- ne purchasers caxu be
found even at sixpence a shiare.

Tr-EGVRMN RÀ%iLv.ys.-Accordiing te tlue report of
Mr. Sclireiber, chief engineer and general manager cf Gevernient
railways, the total miieage is as followvs:-2fl

Intercolonial rail-way......................................... 894
Eastern Extensien railway .................................. Se
Winidsor Branch railway.....................................3-12
Prince E dward Island railway............................... 211

Total..................................................... 1,217


