
WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT.

the coîniiîtg generations wvi11 be better able
to appreciate im thita was his own.

Few inen ever possessed a iiiid and
tastes so well balanced as Bryant's. A
true poet, lie was yet a mnat of great
business capacity; firin in his opinions
and strong in lus convictions, hie xvas ever
gentie and tolerant; opposed to frivolity
and levity in any shape, hie was in syni-
patlty with every heaithful amusement,
and was known as onue of the best art
critics of the netropolis. The stern and
rugged parts of lus character were hlis Ii
commnon with his ancestors of the Bryanît
fainily, whose nianies-Stephen, Ichaboci,
Philip aîtd Peter-inidicate sufliciently
their leanings towar<ls Puritatisuin. Froin
al grîuîuuiîotheir, 8ilteuce Howvard, lie iii-
lierite(l the liglîter and tiîter traits, bis
poetîcal poWers, and( bis love for ail sorts
of beauty.

Bryant w'a: reillark abi deovin frmnît t he
day of his birth, wiiicit took, place il' a1
log itoue at ( uiliiigtoit, Massachusetts,
it the year 1794. Ilis fathei, D)r- Peter
Blryantt, was alaried at the abiorîiial sizo
<if the child's Iîeuv, aiîd k itowil.g it< otîtor
way to prevoiît its growth, iiîst ructed twtt
of his studlîts to ilillitorse the bioyveory
îlni'îîg ili cold ivater. As ho gre(w older
he sIIoV.ti îilaiiily titat his biig bonad ivas
itot fori itotlinig. I le rapîdly bLenlid atll
that lus inotlur couîid tencli hit, niid 'vas
tluit pii.si5t(l oi tg) bis fatiter, and eLftî'r,-

wadsto ai t w tio. I Ik e ( 'Ie*ridge , le
proh ted iluost frioit the tetoaelli i gs <f h is
fatîjer, wlio el icouri agiil Iiiii îi int hi-,; earl lest
effort s itvre uki g lien i tly ten
yeare; o>11 Ile wrn ti' tuai slaîtiis <if [,altit
)ooýts, wich wVQt' tîouglît w'orthîy of at
laice iii the' local Imaper. l{iilaikali as.
tItis Il lîspîîîg iii itUiliers" W~i,5, it is< les",
so tbait bis prodluction lit the lige of foi,,.-
t oî'u of the Il il arigo, al Sati ical pocll.
So mmmcli doubt wals cast u1poni the possi.
bility of So Younîg al p0et produciutg a
work of mach bnaturity oif tlougbî,ý thaýt
lus friends wtere conîpelled to inake a

pub)lic statement of the fact. Even now
it is liard to believe the accounit. The
poent is also worthy of rentoîtubrance from
the fact that its keynote is that of ail
Bryant's subsequent work as poet, editor
and citizen. Listen to these words:-

"E'en while I siîîg, see Faction urge her claim,
Mislead with falsehood and with zeal inflame;
Lift lier black banner, spread hier empire wide,
And stalk triumphant with a Fury's stride!
She blows her brazen tramp, and at the souend
A motley throng obedient fiock aroande
A ntist of changing hue around shc flings,
Autd darkness perches on lier dragon wings."

I{ow applicable to, the state of political
atfairs in any of our capitals att the pres-
ent day!

IUnlike mnost poets tîtat )lave writtoît
iii boyhiood, Bryant was a perseveriuîu
studoiUt of goo0d aliility. Fie tells us t1tat
iii two caleiluir uîl)titîs hoe begrati tîte
(Greek alphiabet, IM"<'Se( tlîrouffl the ,rin-
miai, anu reand every biook of the InNewv

Tetaîîîî ittu riiM l Not bad for
at boy le tir-st left ho1ne to go to Par-
soin li ahloek, of Plaiîîfield, wlio preparcd
Iiii foi' Coilego'. Ol)îe of blis btothiers re-
lates tliat ( IuhllmIl W(ou1(l ofteil, iii lus visits
hlîe, recnte prose anîd Verse of lus oxwn
comipositionî. It W'l1 lie aL ttistake, howi'
evoi*, to look îPoît the boy as a inere
11<1(k-wori, foi, lie vas foi,(I of the sports
Of bioys, %'aS al prise rulntot and excolod

nan, aniglet'. 1le liiteftells Lis tîtat ho
eîiydtlie ritisilig.s alploepaiuo.s; cornt

lîuskiiigs, sutgaî'-]b*.o 5ý, amu cider-iînakitg so
liioiî iii lus boybo<.

Ili 1810 lie ,vssett an~Ii<ts 1ol-
loege. le sPont lîcie a yeat' mtarked by
gionat sUccess iii his studies; I>ut tiriitg of~
cOllego dliscipline, which, unfortunately,

is lwas te iio 8 galiîîg to tîto steadiest
antd lîest boys, hie left with the oxpecta-
tiou of attenliitg lectures at Yale. Hie
pursued Ilis studios for soute timle, pre-
paring,, for ntatriculation ait this inistitu-
tion, hîut ultiînately gave up the idea of
attending, prinicipaîîy because of the


