10 The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus /

Leson 1. THE BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION OF JESUS Jan.17, 1304
Matt. 8:13to 4 : 11. Com. 4: 3,4. Comp. Mark1:9-13; Luke3: 21 ; 4: 13. Read Luke 3:1-20.
Q. TEXT-2And 1o avoicefrom heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom Iam well plsased.—Ifatt. 8: 17.

13 Then cometh Je'sus from Gal’ilee to ! Jor’dan unto
John. to be baptized of him.

14 But John 2forbad him, saying, I havo need to be
baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?

15 3 And Je sus answering said unto him, 4 Suffer it
to beso now : for thus it becometh us to fulfil all right-
cousners. Then he ssuffered him.

18 And Je'sus, when he was baptized, went up
straightway 6out of tho water: and, lo. the heaveng
were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirlt of God
descending 7like a dove, and lighting upon bym :

17 And lo a voice8from heaven, sayiug, This is my
beloved Son, in whom Iam well pleased.

Ch.4:1 Then wasJe’sus led up of the 9spirit into
the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty
nights, 10he was aflerward an huagred.

11 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If
thou 13be the 8on of God, command that thuse stones
13be made bread. .

4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man

shail not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

5 Then thedevil taketh him Hu?mto the holy city
and 1¢ _etteth him on a piunacle of the temple.

6 And salth unto him, If thou 12he the 8on of God,
cast thyself down for it is written, He shall give his
angels charge concerning thee: 16and in their hands
they shaii bear thee up, 17]est at any time thou dash
thy foot against a stone.

7 Je'sus said unto him, It is written again, Thou
shalt not tempt the Lonrn thy God.

8 Again, the devil 18taketh him up into an exceed-
ing high mountain, and sheweth him all the king-
doms of the world, and'the glory of them ; .

9 .And 19saith unto him, All these things will I give
thee, if thou wilt fall down and_worship me,

10 Then saith Je'sus unto him, Get thee hence,
Sa’tan: for itis written. Thowshalt worship the LorD
thy God, and him oply shalt thou serve.

11 Then the devil Jeaveth him, and behold, angels
came and ministered unto bim.

Revised Version—1the Jordan ; 3would havo hindered ; 3But: 4Suffer it now ; ssuffereth ; 6 from the
water: 7a3 a dove, and coming: sout of the heavens; 9Spirit; 10 he afterward hungered; 11 And the tempter
came and said unto him;13art; 13become ; 14 0mil up; 13hoeset him on the pinnacle; 16and on their; 171est

haply thon ; J8taketh him unto an; 19 he said.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Time and Place—Jan, 27 A,D.; river Jordan and
“he Desert of Judeea.

Connection—The incidents of this lesson follow
immediately upon thoss of the lash.

1. TRE BapPTisM OF JESUS.—18.15. Then.
John had been preaching and baptizing for sume
months., Luke (8:21) sayr, after all the other appli-
canta had been baptized, Jesus waanow about thirty
years old (Luke 3: 23), the
age when priests entereq
on their ministry, Num.

. 4:8 From Galilee; in
which was Nazareth, his
home, Galilee wasthe most
northerly of the three pro-
vinces of Pealestine. Ta
Jordan; probably at &
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icho. Forbade; protested. ] ,‘{35% %
Ho shrank from baptizing _.ZEM-IJSAIAR
One s0 much greater than <o #_’*
himself. I have meed, i egar

ete, Jesus’ mother sud
Jonn's were near relatives,
Lukel:38. John knew
of thoe wonderiul story of
Jesus® birth, and of his blameless life at Nazareth.
He had thorghts and hopes as to who He might be,
though he did not yet clearly know Him gs the prom-
ised Saviour. Suffer; permit. Becometh us (we
ought) to fulfl all righteousness; in thocase of
John, to obey every command of God, who had sent
him to baptize (John 1:83); in the case of Jesus,
although without sin (1 Pet. 2:22), to take His place
along with sinners, whom o had come to carth to
52Y¥4.

II. Tgr DesCENT OF THE SPIRIT.—16, 17.
Straightway ; immcdiately. Heavens opened.
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River Jordan—Pilgrim Bathing Place

(Compare Ezek. 1:1; Acts7:56.) Luke tells us (ch.
8:21) that Jesus was praying at the time, **& grand
plece of Information.” He (Jesus) saw. John also
saw, John 1:92,83. Like a dove; the symbol of
sentleness and puritr, Xeb. 7:20, Jchn says It re
maiined upon ¥im, and that by this sign he knew
Him, John1:82, 53, The Spirit of God; the Holy
Ghostor Spirit (see 8. Catechism, Ques. 6). A voice
from heaven., Compare
Mark 9:7; John 12:28, 'y
beloved Son ; the son of
Mary, but the Son of God.
I am well pleased; or
¥ “Idelight," Isa. 42:1. Thus
Goa set His se=1 on Jesus
. and His missiun to men.
III. Tax TEMPTATION
OF JESUS —(Qh.4:1,2.
Then ; afier His baptism.
Of the Spirit; the Holy
=== - _ . Spirit, who had just de-
scended upon Him. Wil-
derness; probably the
wild Judzean desert; “with
the wild beasts,” Mark
adds, ¢h.1:13. Tempted;
trled, orputto thetest. SoGod proved Abrabham, Gen.
22:1. Devil; slanderer, falseaccuser. The Hebrew
“Satan® (Mark 1: 13) means adversary. Forty
days and forty nights; like 2foses, Ex. 34:25,
and Elijah, 1 Kgs. 19: 8. Hungred ; therefore weak.
3, 4. The tempter caae to him ; probably in
somo false appearance, 2 Cor. 11:14. If thou be
the Son of God. Satan wanted to shake Him in
His confidence that He was indeed tho Son of God.
Command . . stones be made bread. This
woul@ havebeen an act of selfishness, and haveshown
want of trust in God's care. It iswritten ; Deut.
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