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LESSON XIII.

Tits J'eALmSm

B tT!TiTeIook of Pt.altîtisae olrî-
titît of 150 sacredri tg4,r hyttine for tte it
ili tetttple andti evrtagogttî Fert ce ttf lraise.
.Nianty of titein, as fi ail Msiîl:tr ritect oi,
:are really pra' eT, aîtd few of diin t iid-
cations. More titan aiiy other part of tite
Bible, titey enthothe titntw arti spirittiai hle
aîtd the pions aspirations of the people of
t tod.

eclti painî im a cttntpiete 'a iole, and lias
a meparate thette, btut there are certain
ilmeies %%hicb appear again attd agaiu ut
different formas. The nout irequent are: (1)
Praise o! iotl'a glorv ais seen in creatittî aîtd
providence; (2) Praýise of God's faitiifuiîteat
tu Hia cov enant people ; (3) Fraise of <iodao
aitoitîtet King; (4) Praise of Goda law;
(5) Titan ktgiving fttr ntional victory ; (6l)
Thaiiksgiviîîg for deliverance fromn trouble;
(7) Confesaion ci ain and prayer for pardon;
(8) Prayer for deliverance front persedution
and denunciation oc peréecutora; (9) Frayer
for restoration froin national disaster; (10)
Praver for reatoration te the priviieges of
iod's houae. Theae tiiemes are not alwaya

kept separate, but are trequently found coin-
bined in the maine ptsaiu. Tite tranaitions
are aomnetiinea obacure, and occasionally
they are regulated by the artificial acrostie
ternt, rather tihan bv any logical connection
ii ttîugitt.

Divisio'aa-Ae in plaioly sn lu the Re-
viiied Version, the collection le divided ino
five books as foliows: (1) Pondra 1 te 21 ;
£2) Pealma 42 te 72; (3) Penchas 73 ta 89;
(4) Paalms 90 ta 106; (5) Psaînt 107 ta 150.
Each of titese books ends with a doxology
wici ba no epecial connection with the

Izrt itrali in it1. In the ee of th e last book
the doxology becoîtes ta witole psaai. The

,iewjith tradition ir, chttt this diision was
mtade ta correspondttu 1ithe flve btok of! the
L.aw o! Mtoses. Blit it je more likeiy that it
represetîtt Pncres-ie otages it tite tomn-
ti latioît of ticCollectitti at differetît periods.

At thte eîîd o! the iietond baook, alter tite
doxology, there je a note stating tchat the
prayers of David tite son of Jepse arte ended,
whbich indicates chat at une tinte titis was
tite end of the cotllection.

AUTnOaauti'-The authorbip of the l'salma
tn eoiitmoniy attributed ta Dav id. But lie
certainly did not write thein al]. Maîty of
then have shtort nottes at thte lîeginuing ms
tt tcteir attthoraitip, the circumatances titat
gave rise te china, or tîteir proper musical
rendering. Thes are not as nid as the
psalina themeele, being perhapa prefixed
when tlîey were placed in the collection,
sud representing tiie current tradition &&
that time. lu theme notes73 are ascribed to
David and 28 to otitera. Souteni tiem were
certainiy written as hate as the captivity antd
siter. Bot there co be do doubt that
David gave titechief influene to.Ibis force
ni composition.

LESSON xiv.
Fstovmma

OoNTtNTrs-The Book of Proverbe la a col-
lection of short puema aîtd atuli ehorter
detached saylug comint.nding wisdn or
advising as ta the wise conduct ut life. Be-
yond the general atatement that the fear ut
the Lord in the beginning of wiédoni, there
la alunost othing in the book relating ta
religion, se distinguished from neorality.
The moral reflections are keen aud pointed,
but there la o motive appealed to but tlsaé
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