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repay a careful persual. It shows fully the
course which liis gifted mind and sound heart
are taking in the vexed question of the Na-
tional Establishment of Churches. The
meeting was an Union Assembly of the several
Presbyterian denominations of Stotland.

The Cnatyas then wddressed the mecting in
reference to the speeches which had just been
delivered.  He was rejoiced to find that there
was no real ditference of sentiment wnong the
dillerent  denominations.  There might be a
complexional, but assuredly there was no sub-
stantinl difference.  In reterence to the senti-
ment wiich had been so often quoted, co-opera-
tion without incorporation, it had in many cases
been futhered upon himself; but it was not a
motto which he would chouse to embluzon on his
family eseutcheon.  Ile would rather say co-
operation now, with a view to incorporation
afterwards. Let Lim give some illustrations of
his meuning.  ‘The Preshyteriuns of Ireland were
not similar, but identical in sentiments with the
Tree Church of Scotlund. Yet there *was an
wbstacle to their incorporation, not in the differ-
ence of their sentiments, but in the distance of
their locality from cach other.  Then takeanother
illustration, in the case of the Independents, all
of whom were evangelical, as far as he knew.
(Cheers.) Between the Independents and them
there wus not the difierence of a straw, and yet,
because of the difference of government between
ihem, they would not yet find their way to an
incurporation. The next illustration he would
take, was the various Presbyterian churches in
ihis country, all of whom come nearly to theviews
of cach other, though they were split into different
harties.  There was, therefore, no inseparable
burrier—he would not say to an immediate, but
certainly none to an eventual, and he trusted o
speedy union.  (Loud cheers.) Atallevents, he
rusted the suggestions thrown out by his friend
Dr. Balmer would be unediately adopted, of
having u juint cummittee cumpustd of members
of all denuminutions, that amongst them they
might christianise the immense masses which were
now going to nu plice of worship whatever.
{Cheers.) He continued—DRefore 1 sit down,
though sume way think L am extremely adven-
wrous, I wish o make an experiment. 1 feel
desireus to bring aboveboard a2 matter which I
think might operate as a bar in the way of a
cordial and goud understanding, sv long as it
remains an ohjeet of sensitive and fearful reliance.
1 have no sympathy with the care and caution of
thuse people who look svalarmed and wary,and tell
us that nothing should besaid about voluntaryism.
{Great cheering and Jaughter.) I confess that
any anxiety is o say something about it, and that
Decanse of the conviction which I labour under,
that wiiile it is suffered to abide within whe cells
of one’s own thoughts, the very irksomeness of
its confinement will trouble us m the form of an
unexplained grudge, and that, if suffered 1o
Feman m that posiuon, 1t will opemate injuriously
topreventthat tull unton of soul with soul, whichis
somdispensable toco-vperaton betweenthose who
are met to accomplish a purpese where they may
sve eve to eye.  (Hear, hear) On the contrary,
I wish to proclaim, openly and without reserve,.
that there is a difference of opinion between us
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on this question; and this not with the design of
creating discord, or of castise up o burrier
between the umion of the different parties,
but with the oppusite design of pointing  out
the egregious folly of suffering such differ-
ence to stund in the way of our mutunl help-
fulness  and  encouragement in  the common
cause. I therefore bring it aboveboard, and
place in the sight of all men, not only that we
may recognise the real topic of difference, but
that we may at onee discover it as w topic of
Christian_diseussivn.  How  does. the matter
stund 2 Ilere are two parties, honestly bent on
the adoption of such measures as will conduce o
the religious welfure of their fellow-men, but the
one party thinks that the State ought 0 endow
the Church, without interfering in her internal
constitution, and the other purty thinks the
upposite, T ask, then, in the naumé of common
sense, if these two parties are to suspend a duty
which is common to both, because they choose 1o
ditler as to the duty of « third party, which has
no connection with either. (Loud cheers.) We
of the Free Church stand hopelesslydissevered from
the party in question—(Greatlaughter)—and we
have as little hope of restoring the connection as
if there had sprung up between as an immoveable
wallof brass a thousand cubitshigh. (Laughter
und cheers.) We can enter into no terns witha
Government which thinks, because it endows us,
it has therefore 2 claim to govern. On this
subject I agree perfectly with & Aubigne ; and X
think, if' T had five minuies’ conversation with
him, he and 1 would be perfectly at one—at least
if I put a right interpreiution on a letter which
recently appeared in the columns of one of your
periodicals—(looking over to Di. Brown). ~ We
can enter, as 1 said, into no terms with a Govern~
ment which eluims to govern because she chooses
to cndow; und they, on the other hand, have
allowed that Erastian resolutionto get such a hold
on their imagination as if they would never let it
g0 ; nor do I believe they will ever let it go till
the hingdows of this world became the kiug-
doms of our Lord und of his Christ. (Hear,
hear) Let us look, then, at the question
in another form. The question resolves: itself
intothis—Vill there, orwill there not, be religious
Establishments at the time of the Millenninm ?
Several pamphlets I have scen, written with extia-
ordinary ability—(langhter)—to show that the
Mellennium will put an end’ to that (Hear, and
Inughter)—while others, alse with great ability,
say no, as the kingdoms of the world ave then to
become the Kingdoms of Christ, the Church will
then have n connection with the State.  Very
well then; et others fight out this question as
they may, it seems to meclear that the path of
wisdom and of duty is 1o leave this question to
the Millenium itself—~(Loud continued cheering)
—leave the question of religious Estublishmentsin
the JMillennium to be settled when the Millennium
comes, and in the meantime to do all we can w
speed forward the Millennial days, when the din
of controversy shall bé no longer heard, and the
charity of the gospel shall shed its dewy influence
over the whale earth, which shall then be turned
into a harmonious and a universal Cliristendoni.
(Universal cheers.) I am so delighted- with-this'
question that I take a kind of scientific interest
in it—I am quite on cdge about it. (Laugher)
Voluntarvism is now about its tiiel ; and Y want



