
OUR MISSION.

As forniing, hiowever, to a large eýxteuit, thie elenlients of'
EuliIsli, ht becoies, for tlis ruatson, iiipible tu unider-
stand, eoî'îecîly, oui' native tccmglie wvithout hiavilicv tiNst
iiiastered botli the Latiti anid t reek îoots ; anid tIii!ý
being tlue Case it natuirally 1'ulluwvs that the proper way
to learuii z i s to commiienîcu its st udy, simiultatie-
ously wvitli Latin anid G reek, Nvlien childreni iirst -Inter
tîmeir readiu 'g Iessccus. Thou lrciCticabhility anid idvaimita ige,
of this will bu shlownl Wliel %Vc coic to expdaîiî thle
înethod by whli i c au bu due. Iiith fi ma tine it
behooves us to exainue ninuiitelv aind weiugli iveil ilic
consideatmoiis wliiclî iialie tIle 'tiudy uf the aluiieiit
tonmues au iipiaiercurmiit

Th'le proper iîanings of tlîe ,imiplle words ut' a lin-
guage, tlîe processes ut' conpouuding anmd tamzily.iiiu,, anud
the rules for modifications of foriti and hntcio,
valuable as tleX' utmicjestiotiably are, comstitute, by îîo
mnlean1s, the chief' recoiiuiieuidatious w'ly they slhouId bu
tauglit at aut early :îge. Our estiiate of the btudy
of language would be lowv indeed if w'e ineasured it by
no other cruteriumu than hts fitness tu iake men sniy r-
cisely wIhat tlue3 thimîk and express their tiionglits ac-
cording to correct rides. But there is a more di.miiiilied
objeet to bc .- inc)d. A purpose îm're w'ortiy ut' the
labors of the teaicher, mîore attraîctive to the aspiringp
gyeluus of chdldren anîd more befittitig tli initelligý-emîce of'
inanhood. Tlîe teachimmg- of atiy lauiguage, il' righitly
understood, is essentiaîlly a logical and inatheinatical
process ; and, tliereloru at thec very tlireshhccold ut' educa-
tion, at almnost the first lesson adniuîiistered to a eitld,
should comnmence a logýic;al mnniier of speech and habit
and thouglit. The fo rmiation of' habit whien the body
and mmnd are ilaturing and gaitheriiuîg strengflî is the
main p&int to be souglit ini every systeni of education;
but to be effectualit h must 'bc conmmencedl early, aund
must bu carried om throughi its successive stages .30 thmat
nt every stcp the learrier secs a rule anîd lias a conîvictioni
that there is a reason for àt, flot depemident cither on
ignorance or caprice. iruth is an important imîgredicnt
in flue satisfyimîg of the reason ; anîd withi children and
young persous mothimîg can be more fatlz tlîan to emi-
force preeepts îhichi are falsge, and lay down rules which,
in practice, are contradictory. As one exaniple of the
little attention paid to these inatters, lut us take the
division of te letters of the alphabet inito vowels and
consonants. The grammnar published by directiton of
thxe (Jonimissioners of Education for lreland, and author-
ized by the Council of P>ublie Instruction in Camnada to
'be used in the Coinxo Sehiools professes to be al un-
provemnent on both Murray and Lennie. Its definitions
of those two classes of letters are as follows : IlA Vowel
is a letter whichi nakes a distinct sound by itself. A
Ocasonant is a letter which canmot be distinctly soumided
without a vowel." Now the difference hiere stated be-
tween a t'owel and consonant is in the distinctness of
the sound ; but if we takze the right signification of the
word "ldistinct," according to the Latin IS (asunder),

a id v~ î(ystaiîî, paiut oi'îrk iitli)we îcrvei ve tlia.t caci'

u'oiisotliit is iiaiked by a Soulld :lm Sep~ative t'rccîu every
otlier lutter of' the kll1 j.tlbet as vaih N owel is a.ùsuilled to
bc. Ag-ailî, the ,eoîid deluîit ioln inak1us tule Soilid of a
conîsonîant more iarkecil %wtli iin colijiiic:tion wvîtil a
vovel thau iviîen souinded aIiono. Tji1i.lowv is not
Ille ase, as we tiiîd by the Coli bi liattit h8 (1,) fi)
J-11, mhei'eili flic .souîîds of t lie cmsiat îcsreexactly
flic Zaie markis, tdie saine volumnie allil thei samie power,
%vitliaut augiicmltt ion or dîiîiiuitiomi, ILch tIlcy îos

wheii expressuel).ta:tely. lime dist inct io n i mtelided, by
(lie Latinms, bcticeemi a voivel imui a Vcoiisccii l1t eems vi-

denitly, to hiave becui a sou de resd:oî.ad a soutmd
expre~ssed i n eoiijI unt ioni NitI S m olinimd. A vowel,
fromu tlie Latin VOCAI z olie son l),id C'ON (togteir),
With Il~ SONA .cuiiîrccuiaei to Scoiiiioîqtc'c/î

bvais out thîs interprettoit ; so thmat thle Latimi defimîition)s
contiined iii flic si'..rmîiiiti ioti anîd 'tmcu of the w ordb
Il vowel '' and Il '' eonaomauit '' >lîotld have beuejim''erved
so long ais t!e wvords tlîeiîsclv\es contiied tu bcu îscd.
Followvînc- ilow the' voinjre îîîclîc:îted by the i ~timi si-xîî-
tmcatiolîs, Wuc Iscover li:it the voiWcls umay bc sounided by
tlieniselves, but thiat thme ccmsmaîsneyer shîould. For
exanîple, inm the pri miary book uof' lusîcmîs, th ieclilid slîould
bc tauglît to expcress (1> (', 0, bccrtcy;ut the cccnm-
bimiationls (1, el, Of*, slîovuld eaclî bc exrcscwthccut
aily di vision of* flit t eetters, andi iii stîcli a way as ttc -ive

tu eachi comîbination olily oine scctiid :T''le ride beingý,
that a consoniant is iic tc bc soiimded alune. The prmc-
tiee, hccwevcr, lias iceen the reverse 4i ts ; and it is a
îuielanelcly filet th:ît, nt tie very cntranee of cluildreu to
the School r oo1i1, the lîrst lesson they rc'ceîve is to say
the letters ofthei alphiabet iu a *:îy cxcetlin-gly errote-
ous. Ilowever tlîîs is only one specinnen of' the treat-
ment recc'îved by the juveudfe illmd :t ail age w~Iieu it is
iiiost susceptible of being inîpressecl and %ili jimpres-
sions take the tirinest hold, for gOii( or for evil in aller
life. iBut it stanîds not aluîe; f lor, so far as the detini-
tiouîs anîd nomenclature are coucernied, :imnilar errors
are visible lu aliust evcry lesson of our iiîost :îpjroved
granuniars, ini addition to the arbitrary clîar.cter of their
rulcs ; illustr-ations of whicll wvill be given lin a separate
eliapter.
*Witli suchi a mnethod of early mental discipline it need
create no surprise thînt, anion 'i our best wrutcrs, incon-
gruities of style andl dictionl jrevail to anl extciît hardly
credible. There is now I'ing before uis the report of a
spet.ch delivered, ofl a recent occasion,7 in En1glanI, by

*ail illustrious persona *ge of acknowledgedl sehula.stic repu-
tation, in whichi occurs, aimolig other errors, the' expre-s-
sion ",sciemîtifie kniowledge,." It is ain expression uften
met %vith aîîd, lmtely, appe.ired no less thani three tines
in a prospectus of a proposed collegre to bu estabhislîed Ii
our neiglîbori ng city Hlamiljton. It is adduced hure as
an example, nlong with others which follow, of the con-
sequence of the present mode of tcaching, and the ne-
cessity whicli ex;stsç for the adoption of an analytical


