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los’ apon a3 ensacing s efliciency and
iuflacnee, Itis tru» many appear to regard
these things as esgentials.  How anxoors
are cungro Jatwis 1o e e ths serviees ol
thy most elogquent musters,—ot thuse who
are best adapted for pleasing the popul ¢
Is it ot the
cise, ton, thit mussters Tiequently esti-

ear, and drawing crowds,

mate o highly the mere socul posttion or
worldly intluence of their adherents 2 But
in point of fact it w.dt be found that in many,
yea m most cases of ranarkable success in
the i gatieri og of souls, the honor has not
been put ou mere eoquence or intellectual
supeniirity,  Many of thos? in the present
day who are most highly honoted in the
spintual hitrvest aes iv no degree remarka-
ble for avythinr but therr earnestiss,
Again, it will be found, on bringag the
matter to the test of actual expenente, that
the congregations that have done most for
the work ol God, have often heen not the
most wealthy, or those that have stoud
hizhest in the sovial scale, but those maumly
dependent for heir support and means on
the conliibut ons of comparauvely puor but
devoted followers of the Lord,—of those
who have kuown the grace of the Lord
Jesus,

We believe the principal roquisite fur real
strength and pruspenty is, that the mem-
bers of the chureh be ull worKinG Muasers,
One of the most serious detects in many
cha.ches is, that the work 1s left to a few,
peruups 10 the pastor avd 140 or three
elders, and Savbath suhool teachers. “The
great body of the people duv ittieor nothing.
Souter are really obstruc.aves, and do hive
but fial fawlt. The great mass appear to
thing that it is suflicient for them to eunjoy
thewr privileges, without exerting then-
selves in any way for the advancement of
Lie work of the Lord, But there is gioss
lucobsistency in such conduct. It js the
duty and privilege of all the diseiples of
the Lord 10 be feilow.workers in the exten-
sion of Ilis kingdom. 1t should be the en-
quiry of cach true disciple—*¢ Lord, what
wilt thou huve me to do?” In the best days
of the church, work was not confined to the
ministry and offic:-bearers, and Subbath
schuot tea hers. In the sixteenth chapter
of the Lpistle to the Romaus we find men-
tion"d the names of many private members
of the church, fomales us well as males,
who wero “feliow-helpers to the truth.”
So it should be stitl, We do ot mean that
there shonid be any over-stepping of boands,
or uny overilirowing of the established o der
of things.  We do not mean that the oftice

suadry.  Bat there are various ways n
which the taleats of all may ba catied forth,
and we look upon it a3 peculiarly desirable
aud necessary that pastors and elders sho 14
aive tharattention ta tius matter, and sevk
to set all to work in some way or ather.
The rising gerieration mast be tramed: It
may be a work that can ouly be gradually |
accomplished. Bat it should be underuken,
and we believe those inisters will really

te the most usefuly whether they are the
most popular or nat, who will mive their
serivus attention to th s matter, anl make
it theie study to set their members, and |
espeetal’y the yourger members, at work |
for Chnst anl for the advancem nt of (hisl
case.  What a power migh' be exerted by
the smallest and paorest of our congrega-
tions were the membzrs all influenced by a
<pirit of 2enume benevolence and devoted-
ness! What a mishty influence for 2ood
mizht a church exert that was thus cha-
racterized! We have to some extent an
dlustration of this in what has been done
by the Moravians. Nvmerically they are
one of the very smallest chnstiau denoiniy-
ations. They are not dstioguizhed for
wealth, or learning, or worldly influcnce
But they are a!l workiag members, and the
consequence is that they have been emn-
nently success‘ul as a charch, and most
taghly honored in their missionary effonts.
Thcir russiouarnies are tound tn some of the
most d stant and dreary outposts, and no
chuich las been more signally blessed m
promoting the kmgdom of the Redeemer,
Lot us imitate theie example, and let ns
imiate the z=al of the early christ-ans, who
were constrained by the love of Chise to
live not unto themnselves bat unto Him who
loved them aad gave himself for them.

SABBATH SCHOOLS.
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The subject of Sabbath Schoals has been
regular'y bronght before our supreme courts
from year to year. As yet, however, we
have not succeeded i securing that general
efticiency, uniformity and cumpleteness,
which are desirable. The reports laid before
the Synod, indeed, indicate that theie is
much room for improvement. A committee
has been wisely appointed to whom the sub-
ject has been entiusied, and a full avd
satisfactory report, capable of being reduced
to practice, wil doubtless be submitied
next June. Meanwhile it will prove bene-
ficial and preparatary to mature act on here-
after, if Presbyteries take up the subject in
conference, and endevo- to have the sub-
Ject brought befote the se-sious, and the
teachers of the coagregations aud stations

of preashing is 1o be assumed by ail and

withia their bounds.
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There aro several things which will tend
wuch to tho eflicicn y of our Sabbath
<chools, nmong these arp—1. Uniformity in
i struction. The presentativn of the
whole system of divine trmihi, 3. Systeina-
te progress i the instruetion.

In order to attin these ends, it is mani-
fest that attention must be paid to the Clasa-
Books, &e.; and the library and month’y
peniedical also will not be overlooked, ‘T'v
the subject of Class-Buoks, however, weo
now wish to invite attention.
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The gy stems of jessons used inour scholy
are very various. 1. That by Rev. DMr.
Gregg, prepared for the Presbyterian Church
of Canada, 2 That by Mr. Topp, of To-
ronto, 3. ‘T'hat of the Glaszow Sibbath
Schosl Union. . That of the Edinburgh
Sabbath School Umon. 5. That of My,
Kenuedy, of the Frangelizer. 6. American
systems, &c., &e¢. Suzely ot wou'd be far
better 1f the Synod were t6 recommend one
sysiem to all the conyregations.  We bave
110 preference fur one above anothicr, but we
hiave seen lately the Edinburgh S ries, pub-
lished by Gall & taglis, and have learned that
a suffic.ent quantity can <asily be obtaned
to supply all our schovls. The seventh
series beging with 1S61. But we in Cavada
could vasily introduce it w 1862, and thus
be pust one y -ar belund the clinreh at home,
Full notes for auling teacliers in prepanng
the fesson—a list of Doctrines, to by proved,
—texts or Psalms to be Jeamt,—and the
qhestionsof the Shorter Catecaisin arranged
for cach saboath of the yrar. constitute the
course. To the e 1s added a scheme of the
le sons, doctrines, texts and questions,
which 1t is intended the puptls shali receive
quart rly, so that they and their parems
my always kuow the lessons for the day,
By adopting such a course, unity would be
secured in the whole school, the jounger
pupiis taking only such part of the ex retses
as they may be able for. “T'hese ©N. teson
Btble Lessons® mnay be obtamed fiom Rollo
& Adams, Toronto, or D. McLellun, Ham-
ilton, and we would earvestly recommend
pastors and teachers to obtain gpecimen
numbers and satisfy themselves in regard to
them,

In order to secnure the presentation of the
whole truth of God in a systematic form,
the Presbyterian Church has ever u-ed cate-
chisms. Sowmn+thing simpler is needed for
iofauts ; then the Sborter Catechism, then
the Proof Catechism, and last of a 1, in sume
Bible classt s, the Conf ssion of Fiith, kave
been wvsel as tex* books, The Mothers?
Catechism and the Shot Catechisn for
Children are felt by many teachers to have
grave delects, arising chiefiy from the



