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UNITED PRESBYTRRIAN CHURCI 11ISTORY,
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&Y THE ROV DR FRARIER; CALEDONIA,

Wi are liow to onter on the comsideration of & movement in the
Asstcinte Bynod, whish, swith a similar movaimont in tho Ganeral Asen.
olate Hynod, aliarwaidd to be caneldarad, forms a portion of coclostasii«
oal Matory which has had an imporiant influsnce on Dritish sentimont,
sad which may cvan bo reganted as oxhibiting the fundsmontal prinei-
ple of ¢ivil and religious lihenty.

Hitkerto this denominatinn liad followed the courso of thelr fathars
with Jiitlo verfatlon, and had acknowladged tlieir adhorange to ihe
whole doétring of the Weatninster Confostion of Faith, not excepting
those passages wihidh teach the anticehristian doctring of tho magis.
trate’s powér in the Chinrch.  Vor, although the aniwora to Mr. Nalm's
reasons of dissent expréas views of an anlightoned eharacter, yot thay
do mot scem to have boen amed on to the full oxtent, Occasionally,
indood, preschers taok oxceptions jo tho atrong languago amployad in
the Conlession ; and Presbytorios sommnad o excreise a discrotionary
power in permitting thie; bot the ecclosiantical procesdings, and the
seontiments of the body at 1argo, saom o bave boen much the same as
whea in comnection with the Fatablished Chureh. ‘They were siill
wader the impreseion that civil ouablishments of religion were s@ip-
toral and expedicnt, and they were s1ill willing 1o return tn the Na-
tioss) Church should the way be epened.

Wow, howaever, they wore aliout to take up new ground, or rather old
ground with a firmer grasp. Their asent 1o the Confeasion, it was
wnderstood, was alwaya given in coincidence with the views of the
Associate Peesbytery in their answers to Mr. Nairn, but this was now a
matser of old standing ; and not known as at first, and, in consequence,
mot considéred ouffcioutly explicit, nor =were some of those who were
Jicomsed and ordsined satisficd with certain questions in the Formuls
which ssemed to requirs an approbation of intolerant and persecuting
principles. This led on to what is called the Old aad New Light Con-
troversy,~a controversy which was carriod on with much kesaness,
end which occasiomed strife and division ; but which, wnder a wiso
over-ruling P.tovldcaeo,hu led, as we shall afterwards find, to vasly
important results, and may cven be comsidered as bringing ws to an era
of ecslesiantionl history most important and memorable, not only so far
e the lusrdu denominstions were eoncerned, but extending its jofla-
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onre tn ot (hpehrs, asd teoding groadly 1o silreast the vety potde
eiple an wieh the mypmiery of foinoity semns 10 bave fis lapte,

The qumehuns in The Pormuls (ks wasd, alwut wirieh sarapies were
sxprmeed, nre Vhe sorond 40d the fourth. The sveond roquiead an we
guatified aevemt tnethe whelo doctrios esutatned in the Conlession of
Fatth, New, {I was nat srprising that serisis aljeations shodld be
made (o (his by canseientions prrwns who had carofolly raad those
pmmges in the Confrasien whree the powor of e eivil magisteate in
insiieys of relizion is eenerrned.  \Vhig sayy the Consfesvion

1 'The civi! magistrate Ay ird assarne 1 Wimsoll adminiaravion of
the Weord and Rseramenta, or (ke patwsr of the keys of (he kingdom of
heaven © yet be bath athanity, amd it in his daty, 106 tho ardor, (hat
unity sed peace e preservet 0 e Charel, dha tho tteib of Gwl
e lont pare and entire, 1t ol Biagphinien amd liorasine bo mepe
resand, st expruptions and shweet in wesslitp aml dieipline provestad
ot refarmed, and ol the ordinmmees of Gal daly seitled, silimimstorad
s obereved : for thy befter offerting Wiwrenf, lre histh power 16 eall
Siymds, 1o bo peesent & them, amd o jieweide (it whateoevat is 1anes
aciod in them be sevarding ta the nringpl Gwl”

11 in gvidomi from this jwssage in the Confeesion, snil from o Sarips
tores whitsh ara sddoosd in pral, duse the Camgtlers imade & enmglets
surremde? 10 the civil magianate of thoe Chusalth freedom =iliat the
dvil suthorities wate 14 jutgs of dontrine and ta reform what they enn.
sidered ooeloxinstinal abusas, énd were Anthorised 1 safl Synode and
sontral their doltharsvdons. 15 dhon, Uiat they had all the power cone
oofled 1o thon, s they, we tho Confomion olsewisre siatos, Grem
though thay wase infidals, which the inaft eastian and iyeannieal gos
vornment could require,  Who oan wondor thea that enlightoned and
comgiontioas man should be Rartied by 2osh dostrine, and obliged
distont from it1  Wo rather- wonder that it pasasll o long withowt
decidad wnd ganotel oppr Wiien, aml wo woader mnte thit in 1his ons
Hightoood age, the whole Cliureh of Sectiand, ministers and oldors,
ehnuld detiberately sviseribe thado sentimants, and we wandsr mos ¢f
atl thas tho offive-Yearars of the Pres Clisrali, rathor than aekiowledige
that their former poiilan was wroag, or that thelr now position calle
fur some gualificatien, should will fraixt 90 muoh on axsentfng, withowt
oxcepiion, in the vory languago wo hiave quotad, 1o all this adlstrary and
unzeriptueal povear ae vosted in the oivil magisteate. The swbéoct vo
come bafore us has thas on intovost I the presant day, in prosenting
with clonmess the diffedence, 2o may my the only difference, bstween
the Untiad Tresbyteriza Chorel, and the Iroo Churali,.  The lditer are
atill laboorieg 1a the dnrk, fthe cur own father of thoe 12t eentury be-
fore this coniroveray aroae. A goolly numbat n tho Freo Church, we
bolisve, liko maay in both bmaches of the Scconsion Charch before
this quostion swas agitated, are imbfbing Now Ligit views, and feq! o
nocessity for some change i theie furmula and profosscd crood, on thie
subject, i their aliored condition : and doulitless are long there will be
a busst among thom for real as woil ns fmaginary frocdom, Bet wher,
and how, it 1¢ ta come Gad only knoswe ; and who in 10 have the homor
of carrying out such = movement in a Church comprising 80 many
pious ministors, Is knawn oniy to Him, who when his owa time comes e
at no lose to find instruments to aceanplish his wine and holy purposcs.

We have no doubt thet such a movement will yet rovolutionise the
Froe Church, and bring them round to our own scrijtural views, which
at prosent they seem oithor not 1o have the penctration to understand,
of tho candour to acknowledge,—~that in the providence of God this §s
dolayed till that church bo ripe for it. which porliaps from the prejus
dicos of thuir clucation ft 15 not wonderful showld still be a futere
event,—and that when it takes place it may be more harmonionly, and
moro efiectually carried out.  What a vast advantage to Christianity in
Scotland and in other lands, would be a union, longed for by many in
both these churches, which are now, as has becn cfien exemplified,
most opposed bLceauso most approximated. The present generation
will rot likely sce it, but their children inay ; and then al] our existing
jarrings amd animositics will happily sink into oblivion, like thoss of
former days among the partice that are already harmoniowsly blended
and even the very existence of civil establishments of religion, in prac-
tico as well as theory, by which the visible exhibition of Christianity
has beea corrupted and degraded, shall b regarded a¢ among the things
that were. ’ . :
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