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, FRANCE.

From Correspondent of ¢ Evangelical Christendom.”

, France, June, 1831.

The news which arrive from the pontifical city are not very pleasant
to French ears. When Pius [X. and the cardinals, in their exile at
Gatta, needed our military forces, they exalted, in emphatic terma, the
fidelity, generosity, and picty of France,—the eldest daughter of the
¢hurck. On the pressing solicitations of these holy personages, our sol-
diers went into Ttaly, shed bravely their blood in the cause of the Pope,
and brought back Pius 1X.,in triumph, within the walls of the Varjean

So farit was very well. The pontiff expressed his gratitude to the
French regiments, distribated to them medals and chaplets,and especially
lavished on them his blcssing. But now we have the 1everse of the pic-
tare. Our soldiers,—children of the eighteenth century, and the revolu-
tion of 1783,— are not so superstitious or bigoted as the Italian peacants
They have acquired the habir of thinking for themselves, and saying what
they think. They involuntarily aid the anti-papist propaganda; and 1
presume that more than one Frenchman has plainly manifested the dis-
gust with which the despotic measures of the prelates or the ignoble prac-
tices of the monks inspirc him.

This circumstance has naturally displeased the prime inister, Anfo-
nelli, and the Jesuits. What have tiie reverend fathers done?  Accord-
ing to their traditional usage, not daring to avow publicly their secret
feelings, they have intrigued, plotted, and mancuvered in underhand ways
against the French garrizon. They have insinuated, in the confessional
and elsewhere, that the French are impious, athiests, enemies of God and
nien, and that it would be a work very agrecable to the Virgin Mary, as
well as all the saints in the calendar, to replace them by Neapolitan or
Austrian troops. These base provocations have produced their effect.—
Many of our soldiers have been traitorously autacked, stabbed with the
knife or poinard, and assassinated in the streets of Rome ; <o that mili-
tary patrols can no longer go out, unless accompanied by police agents
who explore the way. There are even pontifical soldiers who have
drawn their sabres against us, and General Gemean has been forced to
demand the removal of the troops of the Pope. Why is ail this? Evi-
gtcmly to induce our Government to recall the French garrison from

ome.

You sce how the Jesuits and priests remember the services that have
been rendered them. France 1s well pad, indeed, for 113 expedition nto
Ttaly ! It has cxpeuded on tis adnurable enterpnse more than fif y ml-
lions of francs ; it has exposed and given the hfe of a great number of nts
#ons ; no sacrifice has been spared to accomphsh s object ; and now our
army is récomp: d by calumnies and tions.

A document edited by some Roman pairots, and which 1s secretly cir-
culated in the papal city, 18 intituled, The Romans to the Soldicrs of the
French Republic at Rome. ¢ The prests,” sa; the authors of this hbe-
ral address, ““seck by therr dark manamuvres, to occasion a fresh cffusion
of blood, and to create, if possible, an eternal abyss between us. By the
#id of their agents, they excite quarrcls, foment discord, provoke hosule
acts, with the design of 1endering us odious to each other, and of makiug
it impoesible for us éver to be united asbrethren. But noj; let us guard
well against giving this triumph to the priests ; let us guard well against
offering to our common enemies, the spectacle of our rivalry! . ... ..
Generous French, truth will end in triumph; the hour of our dehverance

ill sound, and it is not far distant. Then you will feel that our cause is
¢ same, and oor most mortal adversary is the priest !

This articte shows how much the democrats of Rome hate the clergy
by whom they are so cruelly oppressed.  Let us want the issue, in the
hope that the friends of Lhberty will not give themselves up 1o brutal vio-
lences, which would dichonour thur cause. The Itabiag nauoen seems to
be ripening moie aud more for ats spatual emancipation, and it will ob-
tain it.

Let us pass on to anuihier subget, whih prescats a remarkable con-
trast to the preceding.  France has also made

AN EXPIDITION INTO ENGLAND,

but a peacelul and joyous one. ‘Thousands of our citizens have been
contemplaung with enthusiasm your Fur of the Wurld, and thousands
more wai luilow them, s the course of the summer.  Well, nmong the
precious resulis of this grand Exhibition, one of the best for the French
will be their acquizition of more correct and perfect notions respecting
Protestantism.

Beheve me, this is not a slizht thing.  OQur couwttrymen, generally,
know not at all in what the Protestant fanh, the Protestant funly, Pro-
testant society, or Protestant life, consists.  Our f.outicians even, our su-
thors, our citizens of hiberal professions, imagine that the reformation of
Luther and Calvin had only the appearance of a rehigion, and that therr
discaples have fallen into indifference or scepticism.

The source of these great crrors s in the vam and lymg deciaranons of
the priests. By repeating i their sermons, their pamphlets and theie
Journals, that Protestants have no rehigious belief, the papist clerey have
persuaded the majonty of the French that it 18 so.  You may frequently
hear among us, men, very enlightened on other matters, ask with a serious
toue, ** Have the Protestants farth in Jesus Clinat 17

The visit to Eogland will be an excellent means of disabusing these
poor people, and already our most nflucatial journals have pubhehed lete
ters, in which therr correspondents render loud homage to the rehigion of
the English  These travellers have seen with astomshment, inngled watl
adration, that the Christians i Great Brtam colleet annually, 10 vol-
untary subscnptiong, unmease sums, :n order to cnculate the Senpiures
in ail the the langnages of the globe, to carry the Gospel fo the heathen,
to convert unbehevers, to mve to chuldren the pnneiples of a good cduca-
tion, &c. &e. 1 ey have contemplated with equal surpnse the manner
1 which the Lord's Day 15 ohserved in London, and the influcnce which
religion exerts on the different classes of the population.

I will quote the very remarkable tcsumony of a wnter known (mnark it
well ) by lus devotion to Popery, M Dampou. He has addressed to the
Messager du Madu, a cleneal journal, a letter which contains the follow-
ing passages: * That which sinhes, first of all, 1he observer in London,
1s the religious aspect of thangs and men  Oune must be Blind not to
perceive at a single glance, that rehigion exerrs 11s mfluenece on every
one and cverywhere.  This nfluence shines torth 1n 1hic actions of Iife;
in the acts, 1n the customs, and cven n profanc amusements and plea-
sures. . . . . . Indeed, everywhere m London I notice that the religi-
ous sentunent cxists in all its energy. This austere, religious, Christian
sentiment forms the foundation of the character of the Enghsh nation ; at
is the rule of its morals, the basis of usnstitntions, the safeguard of its
liberty, and the foundation of its power, its greainess and proserity.”

M. Dlanqui, member of the Academy of Moral and Poliucal Science,
Las taken advantage of Lis stay in England, to visit, with our celebrated
economist, M Michel Cheralicr, your agnicultaral distnicts.  They have
heen enterained by Mr. W-—_ who farms about 3,000 French acres.—
“ What serious and strict habits ! wriies M. Blanqui. * We have been
greatly surprised at the hour of repast, to see all the male and female do-
mestics comne carrying & white wooden form, which 13 placed before
the arnrchairs of the master and hisfamily. Mr, W has opened the
Bible and read some chapters, knelt down and his servants with him.—
After prayer the domestics have taken away the form, and the master
has commenced his repast.  Every one here respects his fellow,—the
master his servants, the servints their master.  There is no fanuliarity,
nor hauteur.  They <ay little to each other but they do much.” As-
suredly, M. Blanqui would bave visited most farms in our own country
without seeing domestic worship, as in the house ot the good Mr. W—.
Rome has forbidden the reading of the Bible by the laity, and concen-
trates in the dutics of the pricst all religious life. How then ¢hould the

Romanists have the same picty as the Prolestants ?



