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riglitiy applied lu various ways anîd to varions
churches to.day. No apoiogy, therefore, or excuse
is needed for taking these wvords as a nies-
sage froin the Lord to the Church of E ngland
liu Canada to.day, and eu(ICavoring to sec wlit open
door is set before us, and whit is thierefo.c thle conduct
dexnaîdcd of us. No Christian who desires the wveliar
of the churcl cati conteilnplate the existing condition of
things upon this continenit with other titan a feeling of
distress. Probab1y the evii of disuinion is more rccog.-
nisaLbie in Canada thtan eisc i'ec. Ail over the taud
are to bc seen the rival organfizattons of P-rotestaittistui,
amongst which there is indecd a dce'eIoping tcndency
to federation ; but fcderation, if it couid be accomnpliki-
cd, wvouid flot effect attything li the way of' destroyiiig
the cvii spir.its of jeaiousy and rivait-y, or te pi-ide
whieh allowvs of tlteir being --putfled Up for one against
anothier." and, in the tuidst or thiese, the chuitic is la-
mentabiy wcak. '1?hy strengch is but smnaii" is pain-
fally truc of ber. Nevertheless, te ,open door" before
lier is that of reconciliation. Site alone can hoid up the
prinmitive organization before the eyes of the Protes-
tant bodies on the one hand, and the primitive faiti lie-
fore the eyes of the Rontati Chut-ch on the ater. It is
no smaii thing that wc have benn guided to adopt antd
inake knowvn the articles of thc Latnbeth conference of
A.D. 1888, as forming a basis of tiegotiation ivith any
of te bodies of our separatcd eltristian bî-ethren, with a
view to union ,- and, though the Presbyteriatîs in the
United States hatve ollicially anîtnced that they wvili
go no further in thi3 tatter, maiil they are recognised
as a church, iii ait respects equai to any constituted on
the basis of te Fourth Articie-viz: Thle Historie Epis.
eopate-yet ive shouid flot be discouî-aied ia our hopt3
of ultinîateiy aciîieving union, flot- ho01 ouirselves
aioof, as tinwilling to discuss the maLter further-

The wouinds in te Body of Christ are too inany and
too deep to be hcaied with the salves of amiable wvords,
and the sticking.paste-s of square-eut definitions;: and
the sep.trations have Iasted too long for union to bc cf-
fected as soon as those inti he various foids hegin to
speak kindlv to one another across the ebasmns whichi
divide ther..

Let us think, for a moment, of wvitat it means, flot
only for East and West, but for Rine and Geneva, to
corne together, flot in the rigid shackies of dead uni-
formity, but in the elastie bonds of living unity ; and
ive shall begin to recogynise wvhat lengthi of Lime, what
delicaey of handling, what patience-begotten of te
eharity which "lbearetitaau Lhings, endureth ail things;"
îvhat loving consideration for one anotheri' diffieulties,
prejudices, and traditions;- wliat humble rcadiness to
learn the lessons which (Jod's spirit would teaeh the
churcb universal tbrough tue experiences of the several
parts tLiereof,-wltat mneckness in instî-ucting those that
o ppose themselves, are needed, if this enîd is ever to be
attained.

Nor those qualities only, but, amongst ourselves, the
allayirig of party-spirit and the bitterness born of it,
and the begretting of the readincss, white htolding as
tenaeiously as ever- the various doctrines of the fa-th,
and "«the forin. of sound words" in which ive have been
accustomed to express them,.-to accord to others who
express thora differently, and wlto lay g-reater stress
thanwe do upon oter doctrines, te position of being
legitiniately within the body, and te riglit to, raintain
and teach the trtlhs which they believo and value;
the exorcising of the narrow spirit wlîich is selfishiv
intolerant of everything except what itself porceives,

and wotild cotupel ait to adopt iLs own pitrascology, on
pain of being dubbed hereties atîd being cast out of' the
cliurth, and te briiîging lin of the Nvise and humble
spirit, whielt, w-hile tinkfui for te trtths it believecz,
attd te language la ilxhcli they are exp-csqeui, y-t ive]
cones Lte ttew resuits of advatices ixîto te hitierto ut-
cxplored parts of' the iliffnite ihieritaîee of the tr-uth,
antd te nie%- settings att( atpplicaions of tîtat whiclî las
becu ealre:èdy :îcquired.

Butt titis tent pet- is rare, axîd slow ii wintting cotivets,
yet is iL ail imtpor-tant iti secut-ing te blessingro unttion
amtong 'aitl who pî-ofess atnd ca-îl tîtetiseîves ( hi-
tians."

Contseoos of te presence of te L-9rd with tts as a
clitirc,-griteltit to filmt 'who bt-ouglht our fiatiers ont
0fte land of Egypt, antd (livcred Ohet out of te
loione of b3alllte ' lCIeInb n -'ait tito way the
Lotrd our God las ied us ii tiu wiidet-ness, holding
fast "Lte statutes and te ttdgitieitt,"-.ts %voit as re-
joicing lin te priv-iicges of tc coventant o nc"-
given us in Christ -Jesus befot-e te worl<i hegan,"-we
iav advance tirougt te 'openî dloo- of' teconcii1iatiolot,
whicit lie itas set beiùt-e il. antd wieh-i "tt0 mtatt cati
shtît," if only we at-e stili wilinitî to foliow te guidlii..
of Ilus Spirit aiong te utîknown patît w-hieh wviil issue
in an undivided Tsraei entet-ingupoi te Landl of l>romise.

15 iL too muei tLo hope LhaL the ChIut-ci of iFtiglatd
in Canadi, in liter corpox-ate capacitv, in:îv sec lit to
publisit, abt-oad, ait open and litarty ackîtoýviedg-mntt
of te biessitîg witich te Gireat Ile:îd of the Clhureli bas
vouclisaféd to those potions or tic ltoumciold of faiLli
witich at-e ox-ganized upon anottex basis than titat or
the tiiree-fold order of te ministrv, eveti il site cannot
as yct recognise te vaiidity Milile denying te regu-
iarity of te l[oly Ot-ders of their ininisteî-s.

But, if wve would gain their favorable considet-ation
of our propositions looking toward utnion, tiiere must
be no question as to ouî mtintàiiing uit their integrity
te constant prcachiîîgr of te futîdattetai doctrines of
te Gospel, for wlîich the best ainozîg tient are *-je.aous

with a goclly jealoulsy."
The neccssity for every-individual to tulfil te con-

(ditions of bis Baptism, to repent of itis sitîful nature as
weli as of his personai sins, and to exercise a living
faith in God's merey througit Christ; tite standing of a
soui as "Ijust be-fore God," titiougi faitit in te bleod of
Christ; te contiraued subtîtission of te wiil, and the
conduet to the guidance of Lte 1iioiy Spirit; the suflici-
cncy of Hlloy Scriptuire fox- salvation ; and iLs authority
as the inspired Wor-d of God ; te reality and efficacy
of prayer, and of' te grace obtained ciîereby; teose
and sucli like doctrines our disscnting bretlîren expeet
tat ive as t. citurch shiah se tîtat our ministers preach

tvitit no uncertain sound, but "lwith the IIoly Ghost sent
down fromn hieaveni"-"in deînonstîation of te spirit
and of power."

We mnust sce to it also tat ive do flot suifer such
an interpretation of the Hlistor-ie Episcopate, wiith iLs
necessary corollary of te grace of lly Ordcrs, to be
given, as would m-ake te rninistî-y of Christ sucit an
indispensable go-betweetî of God and nman's soul, as
that tvitbout sucli mediator, a man dared not, or could
aot approaci Itis father in Iteaven. For, ifsuclî au idea
i8 by Lhema entertained, wvc shall hope in vain titat they
iill admit our ciaim.

Nor, again, shall ie make any advance towards
disarming t le prejudices and winning thefr kindly con-
sideratien of our position, if we make our regularity
and their irrcgularity in te maLter (X lloly Orders of


