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those who, make objections Vo universal
guidance, that as God hias givei-b us comn-
mon sense, is incorrect. In the proper
sense of words there wolild be no its in
the absence of these faculties. A gift is
that whieh increases the. wealth of a
person, flot properly a part of the person,
on wvhom such wealth is bestowvcd.

2. Whatever terni you cmploy, even
if stili you cail these attributes of your
person, giftq, yet they are not griven,
they do noV exist, they were noV put intr
the constitution of inan for Mhe purpose
of being a barrier against the Spirit, or
as a rival to Him, or as that which lias
equal claini to obedience Vo, the imperial
dlaim that Hie possesses as God. On
the contrary, as man becamie muan, and
ceased Vo be a merd organisnî, when God
"breathed into is nostrils the breath
of 'life," and " the inspiration of Mie AI-
mighty giveth hini (mani) understand-

iIig, -O te understanding of maxi is of
divine origin. anl emanation from, or
part of, God ; and as likencss is Mie
basis of communion, so the reason of
maxi is primarily and principally shaped
and adapted. to r3-ceive God and commune
with Himr; neyer 'to be conimensurate,
co-ordinate, assistant rival, or even coin-
plimentary with or to Hlm, but sub-
ordinate, recepti ve, trustful, accepting,
and obedient to Hum. Mani without
indwelling God is like a locomotive wvith-
out an en<ïineer, a ship withnout a captain,
a society Without a president, a body
without a soul, or with a soul that is
insane. Maxi is mrade Vo receive God, as
the eye to receive ligrht, the car Vo re-
ceive sound, the nose, V)o receive odouis,
the intellect to receive facts, the stomach
Vo receive food.

3. 'f you bar out the Spirit fronm any
department or developuient of our being,
or any section of our ime, you thereby
fix a.limit Vo, is influence; you say Vo
Rirm in effect, " Thus far shait Thou go,
and no fartiier." You, a niere creature,
dare to set bounds to, the Creator's
operations, presuming Vo know C" infal-
libly " just whien and wvhere Hie ought to,
work, and wvhen and -%vhere Hec oughAt to
cease.

4. 1V is presumption Vo assume tixat
you are a sufficient, judg- of what Vlings
are trifling and of no account, and wvhaV

Vhings are of great importance. For the
future is Vo us an entirely unknovn, uît-

rodden path, and the knowledgre that
any lîuinan being possesses of causes
and effects is but a tiny speck when
compared with the almost infinite " cos-
mos " of faets and influiences and person-
alities that surround us nowv, and wvill
continually surround us wherever we
exist. The flndingy of a nail deeided the
succession to a crown; a bit of twine,
carebxssly Mîroîvn over a cannon, saved
a useful life; the cackling of geese saved
IRome from destruction ; a morningy
sliower, it is said by soine historians,
decided the battie of Waterloo; the
casual and entirely unexpected meetings
of friends, enetinies, acquaintances, even
animis, have decided, by changing
careers, the fortunes of thousands of
persons. The fall of an apple in an
orchard led Vo the discovery of the law
of gravitation by Newton. The barkz-
ing of a dog lin the early morning led a
young mani in England Vo enter the
ministry, and lie became the famous
Robertson, of Brighton, a preacher whose
influence on the religions thought of the
recent past wvas scarcely exceeded by
even Beecher lîimself. The pickngr up
of a small printed sheet from the floor
of a hotel parlour led Vo the coming of
the wvriter Vo this country f romi Ireland,
whieh in its turn led hlm into the minis-
Vry of the Methodist Church, in which
mninistry hie lbas noV been a failure. Was
the Divine Spirit absent in ail these
" littie"» events ? *Who could have pro-
phesied that those " littie " things would
be the origins, causes or occasions of wvhat
resulted froni them ? And wvho can tell
whieli one of the innumnerable acts and
pre.dicaments now transpiring will lead
to visibly grand results ? And sinee no0
act of wvill, no phenomenon of nature,
is without its anfecedents and its couse-
quences, a-ad ah e-ents and existences
are wvoven into o.me another by con-
nections that cannot d, destroyed, may
thcy noV ail have their influence on every
individnal act and existence? And since
not a millionthi part of those causes and
connections is seen by Mie wisest of meni,
howv can any one say of any event, '«this
is of no account, any\vay; it makes, no
matter which of two or more possibilities


