
THEC CHRISTIAN BANNER.3f f
Nvmiçthn tlio ai iavet thtin ii ,lait flot ho rs Ilhc lîi'po(-iÇt es are : for tlhov love

t ray V -nin- in ie ;i nao a, an i i l)e conec~nio' the strcts, ilhat 1 ley
11Im b,, nen (if ienl. Veril' 1 zy untio Von, 1hey h ave thleir rt warui. But thion

w'înth"ni enfe vot iit to ti i losct, aîîd iilien thon ha st ,h ut tt; e di(or,
Il V' tl' 0 c Ntî, i iii sel-! et ; and t!;i Y 1atther %vho bcetii ini se(vet, si ial

Outr p-rý,cnù sitbjeet iS tieO utiiity of secret prayer. 'We shail net
attenalit to cxiîatist it ; wo shail only brielly notice and illustrate sente
(If theo nîust Obviolis benctits w'hich resuit froni titis part of Christian
devot:on.

1. Tl?- firA, of thiese is the cuitivation of oui' own spiritual nature.
If it is a law of t1he hurnan constitution, that aIl its poers.sind susecp'i-
bilities arc dcx'eloed and sts'engthencd by cexrcisc, then wbat can be
inorc beneficiai than. thei devotionis of the cieset? Thiero is no ether
place beneath the lieavens, that is se favorable for the logyitinmnte exor-
cise of env ieri fàeulties. Ex'cîa in the religious asscufly, the atten-
tion is oftctx z.rrcstcd, and the hcaî't mcade te ivauîdor, by sonie i¶nproper
display of the lusts of the ficshi, the lust of thie o«ye, and the pride of
life. B~ut front thc cioset, ail Such ("Vil influences arc excltided. There
is no mnotive te de.cive or te inake a, vain display of our perseons, our
dress, and our goud works:.. But there the iiiid turns in upon itseif.
Titere the conscience is awalzened. There we sec eneseives in the liglit
of lleai'en. AuJd there, nder the deep, seleinu, conivi,.tion, that 5we
are on hoiy gron.nd, and that the oye of Goed -s uiponuw r ms
conîp-31cd te bc humble ; to repent cf Our sins ; te fergive e ur encti es;
te yaipathise witli thec afflicted ; te adore ouv Creator ; te lov'e cur liRe-
dccenter:. and te exuarcisc ail the powers cf our seuls in barmony with
thec wxiii of G d.

An heur in the cloiet rnay, thetrefore, do more te rectify and strcngth-
en env rreýigious iinpr,ýssicmms and moral theuities, than. niany days of
0mrdinary serviceo in) the puht!ic engregatiori. And tience ail the great

eî~ti C)o' tteîl, iave beu distinguislhed l'or their devution
4,V dh ic t anld fi)., t.he_ consecration of mnuel cf their timne te the
dua'Îes vial pî'riiges of seciret prayer.

.it k'insj.- a habit. (if close union, comnjtion, and feleowship wvith
adz. TI'he hîti w' habit is wol:' understood., Ail mon live and act under

its inliine. Thle na w1hî frequents the theatre, the bai-rooin, the
dtri1îk11Ig or ùit vainbling saloon, soou feels that lie is by1ýtn invisible
and ah;tiîcit)eiienedrawin te these haunts cf idieness, vice,
ani dî.SsipztîIon. Ile mcva sec peverty, disgraco, misery, and -wretced-
ness beýfoer liimu ; auJd he inay Jecol the awful foi7ebediings cf an awakened
c0isc,ine tvitkWn ihi ; but the farce cf hiabit oercoines all his féars
alid fcrble resolutions. Under its stili incr'casing power, lie Visits and
revsitS tifeSe3 chre-o sOf iUiqJuity, Liii a dart sti'ikes Lîreugli hi#
liver, and liv bis owa ol i el oee h omo i tra n
famy. nfoyhoeisfrvrtedonc ietrai-


