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day, would have been embalmed in more minds than any other New
Lngland theologian of the nineteenth century.

A native of Connectieut, and reared in Vermont, he was almost
entirely self-taught. Congregationalism was the established religion
of his neighborhood, but he early became a Baptist. At the age of
twenty, while teaching school he began to commit to memory the
Lipistolary part of the New Testament. Early acquaintance with
i the Christian Seriptures formed the basis of his power and influence
. asa preacher and as a writer.  Although among his earlicst bocks he
read Watt’s Logie, Suppliment &e., yet he was always more of a de-
claimer than a close reasoner ; but his style was, generally, that of
the Seriptures, which gave him great power vver minds familiar with
the common version.  With his plain Anglo Saxon he clothed Bible
facts and truths in a garb that enlisted the affections of the masses
whenever he obtained an unprejudiced hearing.

For ten years he was a Baptist preacher.  Through his instrumen- |
tality the Baptists of Boston obtained great accessions. Either Dr.
Stilman or Baldwin advised him to study Systematie Divinity. He
took the advice and read Iopkins, Gill, and others of the same school.
e was then pastor of a Bapt.st Lhmch in Woburn, Mass. His
© Calviuism became so apparent that young people previously serious

tarned their attention to daucing schools and parties.  Shoeked at
" the effects of his preaching he suddenly became a Universalist ; but

he resou seed the system in fifteese days ! Ye quit preaching fora
season  He then toox up the New Testament again, resolved that
he would study it afvesh as though he had never before read it. We
next find him in Portsmouth teaching saered musie, but before his

‘ime expires deeply anxious to preach Christ to his pupils.  He here

comuiences, s a preacher again, resolved to be known ouly as a Chiris-

tian. Hebezanto draw articles of faith &e, to suit.what seemed to him,

New Testament Christiauity  Before. bowever, hie Lad given publi-

¢ity to a new ereed he was visited by IEld. Abuer Jones, wlho for seve-

ral years had refused to be known by any other name than ‘that of '

C.nr.m.‘n. Jemes. e soon ronvinedd Lim tl at any ereed Lut tle Chris-

tian Seriptures would be inconsistent witl thej osition Lie had alveady

taken.  Through the instrumentality of these men, aud many zealous
co wmkers who soon took tie ficld, many ﬂumﬁb]lll’lg clurclies soon
1 sprang inte existenee, in various parts of the New England States.—
. Thiir deseendants are now known as the ~Christian  Conncetion,”

' but they have scarcely a family likeness when compared with the
" criginal,

] Elder Smith had an mtcrw.c—xz mth brother Campbell in Boston i
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