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particular had transpired; but that the
matter had been before the Dominion Par-
liament, when the Minister of Pablic
Works intimated that as little labour as
possible bad been done on the Government
Lines. That which has been done, your
Conunittee trust is that which shall be
done, and that no regular traffic on the
Lerd’s Day will be allowed on any part of
tie extending Railway Lines of the en-
larging Dominivn.

Amidst much that is encouraging, your
Committtee remind the Synod that con-
tinued caunse for humiliaticn, watchfulness,
and effort exists in the fact that much
pleasure-sevking on the Lord’s Day is still
practised, and that a large amount of in-
difference to the public and private worship
of God on His own day, prevails in some
parts of the Church, and is exhibited by
some of its members and adherents. As
means of impreviny this low state of Sab-
bath observence, your Commirtee have but
<0 reiterate and urge former recommenda-
tions. The sin of desecrating the Lord’s
Day should be frequently referred to by
ihe preachers of the Word. Its hurtful
dfects on Chrigtian life and enjoyment, and
on the hearts and consciences of all, should
Le be freely and fully presented to the
hearers of the Gospel. The young and the
mdifferent should be instructed, encouraged
sud assisted by pastors, BSabbath school
teachers, and parents, to remember, and
act accordingly, that they are placed under
the law of the Sabbath for their own good
and the Divine glory. Let the attractive-
ness of holy joy be diffused in the hearts of
Christians on the Lord’s Day: let the
i lessedness of true worshippers be exhibited
by those who love this day ; and with pre-
%pt and example thus combined, good
impressions may be produced, and desira-
ble results may andoubtedly be expected
t0 the glory of God.

Former recommendations as to watchful-
ness on the part of members of Synod re-
siding in the centres of population, appear
10 be as much required as ever. In addition
to these your Commiittee see cause to invite
Jeattention of ministers and elders residing
at seaports to the duty of watching the
movements of managers and crews of ships
inport as regards labor on the holy Sabbath.
The reported unloading of some steamers
on the Lord’s Day, is sufficient to prompt
the suggestion, even though the circum-
stances connected with the labour are not
Qlly known by the Committee. During
the season of the * shad fishing,” & con-
Siderable amount of work is engaged
during the sacred hours of the Sabbath by
some conmected witl: this business. All
such labour should, if possible, be prevent-
ed as wrong in itself, and as a bad exam-
ple 10 the crews of smaller vessels, and to

farmers and mechanics. Our farmers, who
rigidly abstain from farm labour on the
Lord’s Day, have on many occasions just
as good an excuse for sach work as seaman
in nort and fishermen. When earnest
Christian and prayerful efforts and influ-
ences fail in securing cessation from such
labour, magistrates may be asked and en-
couraged ta cause these labours to cease
by the exercise of the authority vested in
them.

In closing the Report nothing appears
to be necessary beyond reminding the
members of Synod of the duty and privi-
lece ot striving to maintain and promote
with increasing devotedness and zeal the
sanctification ot the haly Sabbath. Unless
the hearers of the Gospel give some degree
of attention to the Word, and shun amuse-
ments on the Lord’s Day, the Gospel is
not likely to come with power to their
souls. Only when Christians allow the
Spirit of God a quiet opportanity of oper-
ating on their hearts, as on the hallowed
hours of the Sabbath, can they confidently
expect growth in the graces of the Spirit,
The chosen occupation of holy time in
amusements, indifference or slothfal in-
dulgence, is directly opposed to the neces-
sary work of the Holy Spirit in regenera-
ting and sanctifying the soul of man. Let
all ‘pastors, therefore, who desire to see the
pleasure of the Lord prospering in their
hands, earnestly and prayerfully endecavour
to secare for the precious souls under their
care the proper use of the time which “ God
requires to be spent as a holy Sabbath to
Himself.”

All which is respectfully submitted by
the Committee.

RoserT LAairp, Convener.

The Report was received and adopted,
and the following motion agreed to :

That the Synod authorize the Convener
to opea correspondence with similar Com-
mittees, in connection with other Churches,
with a view to secure co-operation in efforts
to prescrve the sanctity of the Lord's Day.

Rules and Forms of Procedurc.

The Committee in charge of the Rules
and Forms reported. ‘The book as a whole
was adopted unanimously, as a uscful ex-
hibit of the Law and practice of our church
courts.

It was then agreed that at least 1000
copies be published ; and it was remitted to
the original Committee of three, with the
additior of the Synod Clerk and Mr. R.
Murray to sccure the publication on the
most reasonable terms, and so to arrange
the price and form as to prevent its becom-



