
Thei C'hristns festival of modiern
trnies is charactPrizeil by feaýýtuires
derived froin the r-eli,-ic'uls obsei'vanèes
of every nation. The Mather and Child
are fourid ia eihici(nt 1Egypt, the Christ-
mas tree i the iree of if e, t.he Yzrsl
the .Asvattha, the tiolly and inist.letoe
corne froin the Drnids, and so we may
trace all our other observances. The
9astroInoIliecal sylubolîsmn of the Stin
rezichin.r- the southeru limit of its jour.
nev on the 2lst of Dee.eiber, reuiaiuiing
three days in the balance. and ascendiing
ag ain, or being reborr. on the 2.5th leads
t e the fixing of that date as the birthdav
of all th e worid satviour,-, Hlorti, Mithra..
Rristila, Buddha, etc. This Savieur.
the Woinderftil Couasellor, Mighty God.
Everlasting Father, Prince of 1'eace, is
vrit of course the Being to Nvhomi Chris-
t.ans and( others pray for success iii their
wars, but the adversary of al] strif e, Re
-%vho rules hy non-resistance, of the in
inerease of %Yhoso goverîinient and
peace there shall be ne end. His King
domi is certainly not of this wvorld.

Decciabci 30. Iiovlcw.
Jesuis Christ the sarne yesterday, axîd

to-day and forever. Heb. ii.S. Tiiis
text alue would be sufficient to emnpha
size the plirely spirituial aspect of the
true C itanideal. It wsnot the
inkin, Nlîo wvas born. who 'grew in
stature and who died, but the Spirit,
the Chiristos, the saineyesterday, to-day,
and unto the ages, on wlîich rests the
vlw'lef religions if e. *W'ýhile cbnrches
and -philosophies continue te niaterialize
these coneeptions, thiere eau bo ne -en
i3ral reailizatioii of the facts of the iiighcr-
planes of existence. This Chirist. truly

th - ain," the very affirmnation of
Being, the "'coiisuinig fire" of life iii al
its phases, ever the nounienal potencv-,
neyer the clianging and traijsitory plie

Jairuary, àlY'krk v:1-9
*The Chîristian spirit is not one of con-

dewination - it distinguishes betweeu the
sin and the sin.er, denotuices tho one
a-ad warns the othei. Modler theology
lias lost sighit of titis, and this passage iS
ri ainly cited to hold np Herod to repro
bation. W1ille W~e abhor bis conduct
aud deplore bis weakuess there is more
to be gained from a study of the central
Ggnre, John the flaptist, hiituseif. Aî
reincarnation of the prophet Elijah,
(Miitt, :&i, 14, xvii, 12 13; Lukze i, 17.) ve

have a striking example iàf the operation
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of Karmna. Herod hirneîf presents an
interesting pamallel with Ahab, but a
study of I Rings will clearly indicate
the au»ses that resuit, iu the occurrences
of John's life. ",They that take the
sword shall perish with the sword,"
Matt. xxvi. 52, and hoe who slow the
prophets of Baal, I Kings xviii, 40, now
rfenps what lie lias sown. Yot woe tnte
Herotl by Nvhomnthe offence camne. Matt.
xviii, 7. If we see Jezebel in Herodiss
the vindictiveness she displays is ex-
plained by the unfulfilled passion of the
earlier life, I Kingýs, xix, 2.

JaUimary 13. llaric VI.- 30-44
Tlîey w'cre as sheep flot having a

shepherd, and Ho began to teacli thein
nîauny things " The disciples lad taught
them il 1they knew, but they had ouly
five principles, and the two spirituial
faculties woro not yet in their ý-ift.
Only at the lîands of a Master -çat this
food zatisfying, and it is only the five
thousand who are worthy te receive it,
Ho tauight theni many things, for the
Path is not se plain as some faucy, and
there was lef t of the fragments, for
kniowledge does not cease by spreading,
tw'elve baskets full, the twelve great
sigtis that embody ail kcnowýledg-e. Mlan
does not live by breud aloue, but by the
Word. In the kindred allegory of M-at-
tlîew xv. 32, in which ho feeds them
with the fullor knowledge of the seven
loaves they had been i the wilderness
for the inystical three dlays of initiation.
The actual multiplication of the loaves
is of course, less important than the
spiritual truth it typifies, and is readily
credible te those- acquaiuted with the
yoga practicesof the Est.

THE ]LOCAL liRANCH.

Increased interest bas been observed
in the work of the Society duriug the
Dast month. Au attenipt is beiug inade
te organize tlue woîuen's work and good
resuits are expected. The Suniday
i:lorning meeting lias been clîauged te)
4 o'ciock in the àf terhoon and the con.
duct cf tiîis meeting is placed in charge
cf Mr. Sînythe. The change wvill taire
effect froin the first Snuday af ter New
Yezir. The paDers on Sunday evenings
have beeri ef hjgh quality and the sub-
stance of Mr. Scott's le published in
this issue of TEE L.p. Mr. tDerrett's
papr. on "The Christian's Vow,>' Mr.
àfason'a on 'Theosophy and Chiristiau-
ity*" and Mr. Janmes' ahnýost tee exhaust-
ive paper on 1 Reincarnatien, " are ovi -
dences of the value of the uew bluoËi
lately added tg theê&iety.
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