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Summer Feeding Qattlo,

T the process for feeding for bheef and pork, the
comuon practicein the west of feeding cattle and
hoga tugether, amd feeding mostly on shoch-corn in
winter, has sn advantage over il othier systems of
feeding for economy and profit.

Cn. impurtant advautage in feeding any stock for

taaind, T thakh s generally over-loohed by most
tecdites Thoo 1s the practive of summa feeding or
toading fattening animals whiloon grass. 1t 13 a
notorivu s fuct that two-tlurds of all the eattlo fed in
the west, are put into the marhet only halt fed, and
consequently not more than hall the profit is realized
that should Le fromn such feeding.  We will take, for
iustance, asteer, such agare purchased usually at
two years old past, durmg the summer at about
thirty dollary, weighing say nine hundred pounds; he
13 kept on grass until colit weather m the fall, and
changed to con,

Itas found to be good feeding that puts on two
hundred and {ifty pounds during the winter, withone
hundred bushels of corn, nnd in such a winter as 1872
and 1873, about one hundred and fifty pounds would
be aliberal cstimate for the amount of grain. A
steer costing say thirty dollars, and fed one hundred
bushels of cornat a cost of twenty dollars 1uore,
making fifty dollars cost at three years old, witha
weight of say cleven hundred pounds, allowing for
good feedimng and good stock (commnon stock under-
stood), worth at home four dollars and tifty conts per
hundred, or forty-nince dollars and fifty eents for the
steer marketed at this age; and allowed the gain
acerung to hogs fed with eattle to pay for the summer
pasture aud labor of feeding in winter, we find, with
good management and good Iuck, that ot the above
figures, which arc at about the proper cstimato for
the spring of 1873, and where cattle have had good
protection from stormsand fed and watered properly,
the above figures of two hundre:d pounds gain for one
lmndred bushels of corn would be a fair estimate, so
ihat where corn has Leen purchased at fifteen cents
per bushel a small margin of profit 1s the result.

Now we will take these half-fed three year old
steers and put on grass, say for six months, with
Fv zal feed on tame pasture at a cost of cight dollars
exelt for pasture and fiity bushels of corn fed during
the summer at & cost of ten_ dollars more, making a
cost up to the next winter of twenty dollars per head
to cover all cost, and we havo at this time o steer
three and a half years old costing seventy dollars with
one year's feeding.

Any experienced feeder will agvee with me that if
a steer will put on two hundred pounds gain during
the winter for ono hundred bushels of corn he will
put on additional gain for the six months of summer,
with good pasture and fifty bushels of corn, three
hundred pounds gain, and at this time will be ripe
for the market, and bring say five and onc-fourth
cents per pound, or seventy-three dollars.  The gain
on hogs fud during the summer we find is about
double” that fed in the wmter, and would be, say
«ight dollars more  gain on the same feed, or cighty-
one dollars and nfty cents, or eleven dollars and fifty
cents profit over and above what would he realized
thesix months previous, and the feedmg still on for
s1x months nore, oruntil four years old, would givea
correspondingly nglier price per pound, and o corres-
ponding profit.

For another iilustration of feeding wawill take, say
a half-blood or throv-fourths-blood “<Short-horn,”
which, if kept on reasonable good feed until two years
old, will, Liind by experience, weigh abond twelve
hundred pounds on the average, and this steerabthat
weight i3 worth four cents per pound, or forty cight
dollarg,and will, during the next six months, with the
same feed allowed the native steer, gam four hundred
pounds and wagh sixteen hundred pounds adthe
same time the native weighs fourteen hundred, and
while the native will bring, say five and one-fourth
cents, the grade Short-hormn will bring six cents, which
isninety-sixdollars,and allowing the costof the feeding
say twenty dollars, making cos in all ag say thirty to
thirty-two months of age sicty-cight dollars, we find
we have twenty-cight dollars profit where we had
cleven dollars and fifty cents profit on the native ;
but there is another item Bt“hcfﬁ out, as it will be
noticed that the nativesteer, in thiscalenlaton, isone
year the oldes$ at the tume 1t is putinto the market
at a weight of fourteen hundred pounds. This one
year's ditference_in age wo will estimate at cighteen
dollars, which added to sixteen dollars and fiity cents
m favor of the Short-hom steer. Now these figures
are for o good native steer and a good grade Short-
horn steer, and are a8 near the facts as my experi-
ence aund observation can make them, and I think
will he cortoborated by all expericnced breeders, or

ot

t;noso that have had experience with Short-horn cat-
tle,

3ut some one may reply that it takes more money
to invest in Short-horns, and the cost of a Short-
Liorn bull i3 quite o little sum,  We will investigate
tis part of the subject a Iittle, and say a gootd Short-
horn butl costs three hundred dollars, and the inter-
¢t on this would be thirty dollars for one year, and
say a serub is worth thirty dollars, and the intercat
15 three dollars per year, and the cost of keeping the
same m both anmnals, leaving a difference m annual
cost of twenty-seven dollars, We will refer ladh
and noto the fact that we sct the price on the native
steer at_ thirty dollars, and on the grade steer at
forty-cight dollars, both tho sameage, past two years
old, or say thirty months.

We will presume the farmer raises his own steers
for feeding, and the cost of kecpingis the samoat the
age referred to, thirty months old. ™ It will be readily
noticed that the Short-horn is estimated worth
cighteen dollars the most, and this is credited to the
cost of the hull, and that twenty calves aro raised in
one year l)fr tho farmer, at an average value of
cightcen dollars each above the value of nativesteers,
or in all threc hundred and sixty dollars profit for
use of Short-horn bull in one year.

Tt is on this plan of having good animals and feed-
ing well from the time tho ealf is dropped until it
goes into market, that the western farmer may be
cn_:;)blcd to keep the skelefon away from the comn
crib.

About the first of January, 1572, I sent a barren
Short-horn cow into the Chicago market for beef,
which was sold for seven cents per pound, and came
to ninety-seven dollars, but this was asmall cow,
helow the average size, and a common size Short-
horn cow should weigh at least sixteen hundred in
conditon for beef, which at seven cents per pound is
onc hundred and twelve dollars. At the same time
good native steers wero selling in the same market
at five cents per pound on an average weight of
twelve hundred pounds, or sixty dollars cach. ™ Now
of these two animals the cost of raising would be
about tho same, and while one would give no profit
in the raising, or only cover about cost, the other
would give from forty to fifty dollars profit.

Now these aro figures that show for themselves,
and such facts should convince any farmer as to the
advantage of keeping none but good stock, and feed-
ing well add taking good caro of all animale,-. ).
Briggsin Western Farmer and Stock Grower.

A Plea for Ayrshires,

Thich is the wmost profitable breed of cows for the
dairy? is often asked. Farmers and dairymen differ
upon this question, as they do upon many others.
Each one has his favorite breed, and very few take
the trouble to investigate the subject. Most of the
dairymen who purchase their cows, buy as cheap as
they can, rather than pay a liberal prico for superior
milkers. 1 have frequently heard themsay, “Idon't
want to pay anything for blood.”

Ivery dairyman admits that some cows are much
beteer milkers than others, and that their greatest
net profits are obtained from them. Some writers
claim that those superior milkiers are not cenfined to
any porticnlar breeds, but that there are some
familics among all breeds.  This may be true to some
extent; still, 16 is caleulated to mislead. The facts
are, there are not many poor milkers among some of
the milking breeds. The reverse is true of breeds
which have been bred for other purposes.

I believe it is generally conceded that the Ayrshire
stands at the head of the list for dairy purposcs.
The probabilities are that they will give the best re-
turns, for tho amount of food consumned, of any breed.
[ have a five-year-old cow that is averaging about
fi"ty pounds per day; she dropped her calt May 2nod.
I commenced to weigh her milk the 10th; she was
producing about forty pounds per day. Her food
was clover hay, with about two quarts of Indian
nical and four quarts of buckwheat bran per day;
shortly after that she wasalloxed to graze a portion
of the day. Her flow of milk increased but little
uutil after the 25th. X then gave her better pasture,
and gradually reduced her other food until the. 5th
inst.. when 1 stopped it.  Her pasture is mostly red
clover, with somo white and other natural grasses in-
termixed.  Sho_does not weigh o thousand pounds,
and no doubt will give her live weight in twenty days.

T am aware that this is not an cxtraordinary quan-
tity of milk per day; still, when the age and weight
arc taken into account it is seldom cqualled. T think
she is not nearly matured; she has improved more
within the last year than during any previous onc.
1 have two three-year-old cows which promisc cqually
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well; also, a nuwdier of two.year-old half-blood
heifers which aro giving milk, which I think will
produce as much when they arrive at the samo age.
They will be larger anumalg, and no Qoubt will require
more food,

I have never knuwn a pour milker brad from a
thorough bred Syrohize bull anlour uatise or grado
cows. Would it not b niore profitable for dairymen
1o raiso thelr cows from such bulls than to pur.
chase sucd: cow s as they aro using? 1 have heard 1t
assertad that tie Jdans of Horhimer County did not
prodiee, on i aara e, mow thun thicky pounds of
cheeso per cow.  Thismight be doubled, and, by con.
tinuing to brewd feom thutou h-lired Lulls high grades
would be obtuiucd, which would be uearly wgual to
thorough-breds.

Many object to Ayralire eows on account of their
size.  They say they will make but hitt'e beef when
turne.d off for thas purpose. & cow that will mako o
Iarge amount of beot will generally produce bub
little mulk, and wall consume more fowl, If sueh
cow3are kept a mumber of years, cach ono charged
with the expense of keeping and Iabor 1equired, and
credited withmilli produce:!, thebalance wall be largely
in favor of the former,  Darymen should not keep
cows for beef. T am aware that there is o great pre-
judice in the minds of mavy dairymen against
thorough-bred cows.  They clinr {0 tho native cows.
This has arisen from usin:g those thab were bred for
other purposcs. A thorough-bred JAyrvshiro cow is
just as much superior for the dairy to the old native
as the Durham i3 for Leel, or the Berkishire swiae for
pork, or any «tiier thorough-Lred avimzal.  In either
caso we aval ourstines of what 1t Lsy reguired—
capital.—Lerl o,

Valvo of Sheop,

The high price of noul this yeu, and the greas
demand for shecp or lanbs for nieat, L made wany
a farmer wish he had a flock of sheep, The price of
wool for » fow years badliLas been so low and flue-
tuating that it has led the formers to Lill off thedy
sheep, and just the same reaults follow that have in
years before s they fixd, when wool advances, they
haveno shieep on hand. We have advoeated high
prices fur woul, adviing the farmerif he had any
and could afford to holdit, ot to scll.  Althougl:
there has been a little depression in the markct, wo
still adhere to the view that the woolen mills Quring
the coming scason will be large buyers of domestic
wools ; and we notice the reports from_foreign mar-
kets show great firmness abroad, arising from the
same causes that prevaalan thus country —shortness
of supply. Nor do wo think, with the growth of
business in our country, the supply will, for several
years to come, exceed thie demand fora medium grade
of wools, wiich are the staples grown here,

The question of raising sheep for theirmeal is not
an unimportant one ; with the growth of the country
the consumption of catables increases, and the favor-
itc meat now, and thas which brings the highest
price, is lamb ; and with an increaging interest in it,
as the most wholesome and palatable of 2ll meats, it
15 already gutting so scarce and lugh that it haa to be
parchased only a3 alaxury, by those who can afford
it.  We have spoken thus far of the demand of wool
and mutton 26 & price that willpay largely for sheep-
raising.  Their valne to the farm is not, Pcrh:\ps,
fully understood. It is an old proverh, * Whenever
the foot of the sheep touches the land itis tumed
into gold.”  Sheep will enrich land faster than any
other animal.  On the mountmn pastures they are
valuable in clearing up the land, frecing it from
weeds, shrubs and briars, and bringing it to clover
and nutntious grasses.  They ave casly raised and
cared for both in summer and winter.  The risk of
loss by death issmall, and if well managed, sheep
will not die in debt to the owner.  1f 16 diesat birth
1t has cost nothing.  Ji it dies the first year, the
wool and pelt 1s worth all 1t has cost up to that time.
Sheep husbandry has o value to make the land more
protitable, maro productne, at a less expenditure
than any other animal kept on the farm.— Neaw Fny-
land Homestead.

The brain of a horsc sccms to entertain but one
thought at a tune ; for tlus reason, continued whip-+
ping 1s out of the question, and only coutirms his
stubborn resolve.  But af you can by any iecang
change the direction of his mind, give him & new
subjeet to think of, nine imes out of ten you will
have no further trouble in starting himn.  As asimple
trick, a little pepper, aloes, or the like thrown back
on his tongue, will often succeed, by turning his at-
tention to the taste of hig mouth,



