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that Bruce aud its ad,oining countiea con.
tain many enthusiastic and enterprising bee-
keopers. Having resiced within a few miles
of Walkerton, its countv town. for about
ten years, [ know whereofl 1 speak.

1t has, nevertheless, o~curre 1 to me that
the suggestion made by mysell some little
time since, to the eftect that a-vertising in
the local papers. as well as in the ("anapiax
Bee Journsan, has helped in a measure to
bring out some who had no other means of
#nowing the date of su-h meeting. In
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fact, it appears 10 me, oar past gatherings
have latked numhers, and consequently
euffzred fccm wuant of enthusiasm on this
very account.

Having said this much by way of intro-
duction, I will pass on t) some of the more
important matters my address is supposed
to touch wpou in ¢rnuection with the pur-
suit. Thercfore, I may atate it h.s been
quite a bonanza to my3elf us a'so to u large
majority of beekeepers esjecully in the
western portion of the Province. that, not-
withstanding our grave fears of another
poor s=nson, on account of the Inie back-
ward soring, our hines have been more
than reulized in having a crop above the
averge; and indeed in sume uf the mre
favored localities. we have had abou: the
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best seascn ever remembered, thereby to-
scme extent reassuring thcse who have of
late been concluding thst eucceesful api.
cuiture was going to become - whut we soon
hope to see the McKinlev bill,—a thing of
the past

I must confess, however, that in numer-
our instances d fticuliies have presented
themselves, and it did really seem to me
that the hcney producer of the future was
nct only to be a great lover of his calling,
but, in addition, one who must be possess-
ed of coneiderable regolution and persever-
aunce to continue it, a8 no sooner has one
obstacle been disposed of than others
have presented themselves Hence, after
securing the much needed legislation in
regard to foul brood. the spraying of fruit
trees, etc.. we now stand face $o fuce with
others. Yes, plain sailing, it appears, does
not yet sotm tn be our good fortune, and
our united efforts must still continue the
good work of suggesting the best menns
with which to deal with poor prices, the
expected homey mierepre:entation, and-
lastly, the most serious of all, the comb
sugar honey fraud.

Now, gentlemen, it is not my intention
to enlarge upon these topice here. Thesel
shall leare for other and wiser heads to
wrestle with ; suflice it to say, for the
present, that in regard to the first, I think
wmany of the beekeepers are in a preat
measure to blame for the present stats of
afliairg, the result principally of too great
anxiety to dispose of the crop in the
early part of the season, under the im.
pression that it will be a drug on the
markes. An instance has been broaght
undey my notice in which a producer dis-
posed of seieral thousand pounds of A1l
extracted honey at about five and a half
cents per ptund, and a quantity of the
dalk article at a trifle over one and a half
cents per pound. As to the remedy in
such oasee, it is rather diflicult to suguest
one; at the same time, I think, the sug-
gestion made by Mr. Holtermann that
honsy should by some means be quoted
regularly in the market reports, the same-
as butter, eggs and other prcducts, and
thus broaght constantly and more promi-
nently before the public,

The adulterated extracted honey mis-
representation, which rather nnfortunately
has crept into one of our most widely cir-
calated family bpowspapers, through the
rather indiecrest article furpnished by my
friend, Prof. Clarke, over the nom de plume
of Firehimback, is one that geemed of
such a gerious character that I cannot pass
it unnoticed, believing as I do that little
of any such is sold in Canada, and this
certainly not by producers, the low price
of the article not favoring such & practice



