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An Interesting Work.

E have just received a copy of

‘ Insect Life,” a monthly publi-

g );; Cation devoged to the economy,
the;, -, habits of insects, especially in
¢, elations to Agriculture, edited by
0, ,, Riley, entomologist, and L.
oth.. OWard, with thz assistance of
1 isr Members of the Divisional force.
‘SQVerPUbhshed at Washington, in the
fay; Oment printing office. What they
apq . reference to bees, we have copied
“asioglve below, and we may have oc-
80 en to select further in reference to
Wel] Other subjects, as it seems to be
ed with valuable information

13 Ut small fruits, gardening etc., which
in, Ore€ or less associated with beekeep-
fary,.S @ profession, while a hint on
are ‘;lg, might not be out of place. We
Benp tased to see our old friend Mr.
on thon’ occupies a prominent position
e € staff, and the extensive experi-
ig i Which he gained while travelling
tog Urope and Asia, wiil enable him
ish most valuable information to
€partment, and should they decide
€ any efforts to search out new

S Mr.Benton wouldke justthe man to
Charge of such an expedition. His

to
Te
t
lo
dig® Xperience and familiarity with the
Wo
Ser
0

€

l'ent languages spoken in the East,
.~ €nable him to perform a greater

ic .
they €, for a smaller sum, than any

) Person we know of. We should
co_p ®ased to hear of his receiving the
thmmlssxon, to go and sgarch out any-
of t% New, and valuable, in theinterests
Woq) de beekeepers of the world. It
tolha be a great source of information,
‘ mt"e him report from the various
'-°‘1nds’ the many races or strains to be
) theon thte various islands of the seas

ast.

. L
ﬁz :‘le little attention has so far been
'“biect by the different stations to the
i Reit i of apicnltnre, exzept at Lans-
0 !Snevertheless an important branch of
Mic entomology, and there is much
‘tme;“ of good results yet o come from care-
Periment und investigation. One of the
tugy; 'Bviting fields is the search for and intro-
jngg .. Of new varieties or species of bees ; for
Py American apicaltare has profited in the
:Iﬁli.‘ny the importation of races like the
'.,“’ 8, Syriaqs, and Carniolans, there is
Prospect of further improvement by the

study and introduction of such promising races
as are either known to occur or may be found
in parts of Africa and Asia. Apis dorsata is
believed to have many desirable qualities, and
private efforts have already been made to in-
troduce it and have failed chiefly for want of
means. The farther study of desirable bee for-
age plants and the introduction acd acoli-
matization of such as are known to be valuable
to parts of the country where they do not yet
oceur, are very desirable,

Much has yet to be done also in the line of
systematic breeding, and we shculd be able to
make rapid advances in the amelioration of ex-
isting races by proper selection, if we could
assume practical and ready control of the fer-
tilization of the queen. In these directions we
are now planning, with Prof, Cook’s aid, some
effective work, but the introduction of foreign
bees, which the Department should be able to
undertake to better advantage than any private
individdual or State institution, is rendered
more difficult by virtue of the restrictions in
the appropriation already alluded to in discus-
sing the subject of the introduction of psrasites;
and whatever is done in the other directions by
the National Department will be done most
advantageously through the co-operation of one
or more of the State stations, many of which
are far better equipped and more favorably
sitaated for apicultural work than the Depart.
ment at Washington.

A Swarm Inside a Hobby-Horse.

E often read in the Bee Journal of bees,
when they swarm, entering into strange
places, and making use of them as

hives. The following may be of interest to
your readers :—A month ago a neighbour of
mine, named Coppin, had a swarm, which was
seen t leave one f hishives, and fly away with-
out settling, and as there was no one near able
to follow them they were lost. About two
hours afterwards Coppin was told that a swarm
of bees had been seen on a horse at the Rye
House, but ke, thinking it was a hoax, took no
notice of it at the time.

The Rye House (scene of the Rye House
Plot) 18 situated about five minutes’ walk from
where we live. During the summer months
the castle, gardens, and groupds are open to
pleasure parties. Tbere are all sorts of amuse-
ments in the way of swings, roundabouts, &c.
After the season is over the roundabouts are
1taken down and packed in an open shed. The
wooden horses are hollow inside, having a space
about 2 ft. 3in. x 9in. x 7in. The iron rods,



