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THE FATHER OF THE TURF.
An Interesting Chapter on the Early Days
of Racing

17 is the usual practice of historiaus to
bk into far antiquity the
heginnings of things Were we disposed
to follow this example, we wight go hack
ps s roniote as those of Athelstane
f the ovigin of horse-rcing in
for Joseph Strutt, no mean
suthovity, informs us in his Sports and
Pastimes that the aforesaid Saxon wmon
aveh was the first great mnn who figured
on the turf. We prefor, however, plung
dia aned without troabling
onrselves to ascortain. when and how the
of the English for horse-rcing
ginated, shall he content
hon it fisst took definite
Turf, ws understand
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ent of the last cer
‘.,.u..n.l.u.
who

wo e,

said to have

s

inteoduced him
upon the seen
of Britwin's
Lattle is knowy this celebrated sirve,
heyond the facts that he measured four
and a-half han Was origin
given by o Mr. Coke to the proprivtor
Coffee: House, and that
he died honorably, under th
the G e Wills, in 1753, Tt i puos
sible that he was precedel by another
fumous sultan of the stud, the Byerloy
1 whose t has been placed at
but this is doubtful.  Our werry
wonareh, Charles 11, undoubtedly had a
taste for horse-racing, and indulged in it
to some extent at Newmarket ; but the
animals which ran then were wholly
from the th ghhweds of the
tury. The reign Charles,
is noteworthy for having pro
man to whom memorial tradi
assigned the proud title of
f the Turf The gentleman
who earned that high distinetion was
Tregonwell Frampton, Esquire, of More
tom, Dorsetshive, who was born 1642, and
appears o have filled the post of Keeper
of the King's Running-Horses, to Wil
Tiwm 111, Anne and George 1, and pos
sibly Charles 11, and Jumes 1L Tn an
wgge of amateurs Frampton was essentinlly
w professionnl, and watched his horses,
cocks, and greyhounds, agninst thos
his contemporaries with a professional
astuteness and skill which rendered hin
almost invincible. There ure two portraits
Tregonwell Framy wnd it
must be confessed that his face is not &
prepossessing one. It the mean,
crafty look of & wiser ; and one can well
helieve the tales told of both his avarice
ul his cruelty.  There is one horrible
story narrated of him, which, if it could
be proved, would stamg him as one of the
wost hideous monsters that ever hved
1t is related that he had a famons horse,
awmed Dragon, who had won his master
a fortune m stakes and hets, and this
noble animal, so runs the tale,
n eruel and dinholical death He had
defeatod a mare of extraordinary speod
i for 10,000 guinens, wnd the
A -huurlln«' though he
was at losing the race, theless, 1
mediately after it, lacked || to run any
g in the world for double the sum
he had just lost.  Frampton took vh- bet
and said that he would on the morrow
woduce a gelding that should beat )wr
hat very night Dragon was, with shock
ing inhumanity, qualified to run as s
gelding, and the next day the race came
off.  Again Dragon was victorious ; but,
when he reached the winning-post, he fell
down and died. It isonly fair to Framp
ton to say that this ghastly, rests
on very slender foundation.  Public at
tention was first directed to it hy Dr
Hawkesworth, in the Adeenturer,
periodical of the Spectator type, and no
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other evidence has ever been adduced in
support of it.  Veterinary surgeons, how
agreed that it would be possible for
u horse so mutilated to vetain his full
speed, and from what we know of F
ton's character, we can almost believe
him capable of any crime that wo
money in his purse At the s
riet justice, a charge so feul
ted by evidence, should not'he enter
lenst of all against o man who
sociated with all the best sportsmen of
his day.  What sporting socioty wis like
i what Newma witnessed
in Tregonwell Frampton's time, we shall
procesd to describe.  James 11 does not
appear to have patronized the sport ; but
his s at least occasionally, lent it
his countenance, though probably he
took but little intevest in it. O the
17th of Octoby writes Maeauluy, Wil
linm went to Newnarket  now a place of
husiness rather than pleasure, but in the
auty of that age the gayest and most
luxurious spot on the island. It was not
unususl for the w onrt and Cabinet
1o go down to the
and milliners, players a
wits and heau followed in
The streets were wade inpas
sable by conches-and-six. In the plices
public resort peers firted with maids
wr, and officors of the Lifs
s and gold-lace, jostlod pr
| chorcaps and black gowns.  For
v such ocoasions the m-..j.l...m.u Uni
I\vl‘ll_) of Cambridge always sent her
highest functionaries with loyal addresses,
and selected her ablest theologians to
preach be the sovereign and his splen
did retinue. ch was the Newmarket
of the middle of the reign of William 111
What it was in the reign of Anne we can
gather from the following deseription of
the doings there, given by a
who \mlwl the place at that time
writes: ** Be

1
[

smn | ton's jockey of the change
He | the
ig there in October, 1 took | ton's jockey

ing posts, or st the mevtings at the cotlee

houses and gaming tables after the moes

were over ray take it with you as you

4o, that you see no ladios at Newmarket,
except & fow of the neighboring g

men's families, wh

riages to see i Pwoe

nga On the whole, th

ude that the turl n its infancy was

wdinarily precocious in wickedness

that even the gentlemen who now-a

uys scrateh their horses an hour before

« i run, had their counterpurts nearly

+in persons of the Tre

Frampton stamp.  Vet, clever us

this reputed Father of the Turf was, he

sometimes met with those who were more

steh for him, as the following

will  show The celehrated

Merlin, was matched to run at

Newmarket agninst & favorite animal of

Frampton's.  Merlin, being a north

country horse, was hack by the Yorkshire

sportsie a large amount, and was

sent to Newmarket to he trained, under

the eare of one Hesletine, u jockey.

nnd the

rs | Frampton's groom accidentally meeting

r—.q-m«l to run the horses a
private trial at thy weights and distance
stated in the match, so that, by ascer.
taining which could win, they might have
an_opportunit
and their partic
rofused, but in & wanner which gave the
other hopes he might yet be induced to
| accede to the proposal.  Hesletine then
immedintely communicated the affair to
Rir Williwm Strickland, » Yorkshire baro
ot, who wna prinsipally interested in
Merlin's wateh, Sir Willinm returned
for answer that Hesletine wight agree to
the proposal, and directed him to carry
7lbs. more than the weight specitied in
the match, but without informing Framp.
Soon after
of these instructions, Fr

scuipt
et Hesletine and renewed

the opportunity to see the horse-races, ,Llu- proposal, using the most persunsive

and & great concourse of the nobility and
| gentry, as well from London as from all
| parts of England ; bt they were all a0
mtent, s er upon the sharping part
of the sport, their wagers, th ta, that
‘vu, t seemed just so wmany horse
wors N descending, the

| t of them, fr their high dig
|mn and quality, to the picking one
anather's pockets and biting one another
ax mnch as possible, and that with se
much rness, as it wight be said they
ted without respect to faith, h

good manmers. There was Mr. Frampton
the oldest, and, as they say. the cunning
est jockey in England.  One day he lost
news, the next he won 2,000, and

He wade as light of

or £1,000 at 4 time

w other m s of their pocket-money
and was perfectly enm, choerful, and un
ped when he had lost £1,000 as
he won it. On the other

Swithfield

when side,
the

whe 3

| and the least to show for it

jockeyship, of any man the

| often earriod off the pris

they say, were all cheats, how b mmt a0
ever their uaster was,

ever produced a horse but he Tooked Tike
what he was not, and was what nobody
could expect hin tu be.  1f he was us

| meteor, he was sure to look as clumsy and
- thr\_\ and as much like
|n" the cunning of his master and the
[ srooms could make him ; and just in this
man

sters in the field
the posts and pleased myself with obsers
ing the horses, Here | fancied
myself in the Circus Maximus st Rome,
soeing the ancient gunes, and under this
decoption, was more pleased than 1 pos
sibly could have hw-n among the crowds

of gentlemen at the weighing and start- | Legislature in order to put a stop

| fident of winning

| light us the wind and could fly like a |

|
a cart horse as

v he hit some of the greatest game- | Framp
1 was so sick of the |
jockeying part that 1 left the crowd about | Williag

vgain the other over to hix
rllrpﬂu- letine in the end consented,
hut  with seemi reluctance. W,
Frampton had given similar orders to his
groom to carry Tlhs, extra weight.  The
tw |..mw.-w pr«pu«l and privately ran
the distanc ich they were matched
ench jockey ln-lw\m.(nml he had deceived
the other in the matter of weight.  After
w very close mee Merlin won hy about &
length.  The jockeys respectively com
municated the result of the trial to their
employers, who were hoth equally con
The rvesult was that
wach hacked his horse heavily.  Sir Wil
Tiam Strickland s friends, who were in the
secret, arguing that ss Merlin had hoaten
Tiis antagonist with an extea Tl on his
back, he must win easily at even weights,
whilst Frampton cnloulated that as his
horse had run the other so close, under
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|

such n severe penalty, he must win at o |

level impost. It was aaid that so much |
maney had never hefore boen known to
depend upon a single mateh. At length
the eventful hour arrived e horses
started there was o gallant and exciting
race, and Merlin won, as in the secret
by exnctly a length.  Hundreds
ir faith in Frampton’s nstute
following his lead, hetted their
upon his horse, were tuined, and |
Troganwell hinwelf roceived a stuggerer,
from which he was some time in re
very long afterwards ~nmn
plant was blows upon,” to use the slang
of the modern mee-conrse, and the great
est indignation expressed  against
—though why he should have
widered more guilty than Sir
Strickland we are at a loss to
understand. It was a case of dinmond
cut dismond, that was all, and the canny
Yorkshireman got the best of it,  But the
curious part of the affair was that, in con
sequence of the heavy losses incurred by
the hackers of Frampton's horse, ** the
such

been

|

ruinous proceedings, euucted n inw 1oy
vent the recovery of any sum excvediy
ten pounds betted upon & horse
This was the forerunuer of the G
Act, which prohibits the recovery by
of sny wager. For that sound and wi
piece of legislation then we have |
Tregonwell Framptou, who, y

gainst his will, thus became b
benefactor. v reste we do nor ki
that sportsmen have any reason b b
grateful to the Father of the Turf, o
it quite clear that well Frampy
ever did anything to merit that venenhl
title. He was rather the pr

that ohjectionable set of yelopt by
our grandfathers ** Legs,” whom au o
turf writer describes as ** the w ™
principled and abandoned set of thiowe
and harpies, who ever disgraced civilis
society.” At the same time, it i i
sible to deny that Tregonwell Fraug,
!”xmml in his own_person the w

Wtor o

.m
characteristios of
far as he did that b
deserve the apellation which is genen
wssigned to him.  He died in the yu
1728, at the patriarchal age of 80
lies buried at Newmarket, when
curious in such matters may still e
the walls of the parish church of o
Saints’ the epitaph, which, with the we
unh)uulung effrontery of  monumeny
logios, elaborately sets forth his

e sport, and i
miy be held ¢

-

FAMILY FOUNDATIONS
The Effect of Thoroughbred Blood on i
Trotter.

Tuerk is o growing tendency sy
breeders of the courtry to experime
more and more with the bood of the
thoroughbred in the breeding of trottg]
horses, and very few have any ides o
what extent such breeding wis el
during and immediately after the we
"I)n.luuw lends hantment o the

w0 time as it lapses ld lond u)
o llunk lightly of those enrlior attemp
It isa Innlu-rnl hisory that \lvnudm
Pilot, Jr.., was quite successful un running
bred mares, snd that his fastest s by
the records was out of a strictly thoroug)
bred dam.  Yet with all the advantg|
Tattler had in the stud, and the opps
tunies of his descondants at Fashi)
Farm, there is to-day no question whey
the mantle of Pilot's Jr.'s greatness fil
Bayard, o Bay York, by Aduj
erican.  Bayard with the wilfuloe
of the funll). with one put out iy
the darky helpers at w.~.|\.|.m
in the muln-n yours of t
lnw prics of $176, was purchasd is I
lrum n.» then manager at “mu”nmn ]
M. Wetherbee and taken to )
H.m,-lun- where he was not permit
to remain, but by the adviee of I
Swigert was sent to Maine f
service, while Eagle Mambris
Mambrino Chief, was retained w
of the small but
s at Langdon Stud Fam
sojouwrn i Maine, from
of Thurstost

of

matr
During h
mare by Brown Harry, so
Illuk'uwk linyml ulml t

ice B.), 2.22
| fate is u(nmul lum, nml he is sent
| Springtield, 0., where in the hands of
incapable, by reason of his Gnancia
other shortuess, he had no opport
and then Oliver Whitson, an ex s
sought for and uluined the o
Bayard and » unmnlgnt of nn-
mures from Langdon
stend or P'aper
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t':mru seems to be litule doubt tlmt N
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