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RELIGIOUS MISCELLANY.

STATE LUNATIC HOSPITAL OF MASSACHUSETTS.*

In this institution, as the Report informs us,

“ The Commonwealth has extended the hand of
Chiristian charity to one thoucand and thirty-four of
its children, who in the last century,would have been
at least cut off from the brotherhood of man, if they
were not also believed to be, a8 in more remote sges,
forsaken by their Muker, and abandoned to inulig-
nant demons.  In the seven years of the existence
of this Harpital, four hundred and twenty-four pa-
tients have been resiored to the dignity of their na-
ture and tie Juties and enjoyments of life.  One
huadred and forty-five 1ave been discharged as im-
proved ar . some of this number ultimately recover.
ed, Scventy-five huve died, and two bundred and
v culyonine remsin in the Hospital; of whem thege
are thirty-fur whose cure is confidently expected,
and we do not give up hope fir the residue, who have
been changed from furious rage or moping melancho-
Iy, 1o such tranquility and pesce of thought, as ena-
bles them to enjoy much happiness, and to exercise
many virtues and kind offices, whi'e their mental pe-
culiarity unfits them for the exposures of active hfe.”

¢ As far as practicable, we give employment to
all who are able to perform lubor. Preferring agri-
cultural and horticultural operations, we devote 3
large shiare of industry to these departments of la-
bor. The pecuniary results, as given by the Stew-
ard,are herewith presented.

‘The land occumed by the Hospital, independent of
v.hat the bmldings occupy, and what is thrown out
for roads and plessure grounds, is about fifty acres,
asmall portion ol whith is covered with wood.

Produce raised on the Hospital land the present

year, the amount kept by the farmer, and the value

estimated by the Steward,in current prices: §1914 95,

Besides this amount of labor done’ on the land,
much has been done by way of improvements in re-
chiming and draining a field of low meadow, re-
moving stone from the fields, building stone wall,
prepating compost, &c.

In the course of the season, a large reservoir
twenty-five feet in diameter and ten io depth, has
been sunk in the earth, and sn ice-house twenty-one
feet by sixteen and ten feet deep, has been built in

Amount of work done, with the value
of tools aud stock on hand,
ixpenses for stock and tools, §236. 49
Board and wages of uverseer, 059, 62
Fuel, 22, 60

$1922, 60

1528. 61

Making a profit of % 349, 05

In the course of the time that his shop has been in
operation, twelve patients that were workmen have
heen employed in it, who were able to do considera-
hle labor, besides cobblers who buve gene in for a
few days to mend.

The number of workmen is generally from two to
four, they are not required to do much labor, only to
keep steadily and moderately employed.
the shoes have been made for the family, and the
bills have been regularly paid. Shoes are charged to
the patients at the lowest prices, the object being con-
venience, uot profit, and to afford the berefit of la-

Many of

usually written their sermons for the occasion, and
both have heen entirely judicious in adapting theip
discourses- to the condition and wants of our people.
Qur religious services are most interesting occusivns,
they are conducted in al) respecis sfter the custom
of{the New England churches, dilfering only in beis g
more brief, They do not exceed an hour, and are
generally limited 1o fifiy minutes. We beve never
failed (o have good singing, in which a grester or
less number of the patients paricipate, The deco-
rum in the chapel, the regular order snd propriety
with which the patients take their place, leave the
house, aud return to their several spartments hus ex-
aited the admiration of all visitors and strengera.
Four-fifths of the jatients who Lave been ir the
Hospital during the last year, have attended e vx-
ercises of the chapel on the Sabbath, and most of
them very regulatly. ‘fhe congregation varies from
one hundred und seventy -five to two hundred and.up-

bor to workmen who puve been under our care. Jn wurd. ‘1 he experience of each duy s'lrongly im!»resa-
no department of labor, according to the number of ¢S us with the benefit of the religious societies.—
persons employed, have we seen more decided bene-iThey have a direct and constaut it fluence upus the
fit in promoting convalescence snd effecting a com- eonduct and feelings of many individuals, and pes-

plete cure, than in bisshop.
The influence of the system.

¢ Within afew days, a patient was brought to the
:Hospita!, who had been confined three vears in a
cage; he had not used. knife or fork to take his meals

a fire for two winters, The gentleman who brouglit
him to our cara manifested praiseworthy benevolence
jin his efforts to ameliorate his condition and get him
into more comforiable winter quarters, snd hoped
that in a few months we sbould be able to improve his
state, ang that he would observe the decencies of
lifd*ahd take his food in 2 proper maaner; wbile he
jremained conversing respecting him, the patient be-
low was quietly seated at the table, taking bis supper
with knife and fork in his haod ¢ ©n the second Sab-!
bath from bis adwission, he uttended chapel guietly, -
and gave it as his uuqualified opinion that be was
¢ well off.”

Another man came into the Hospital quite recent-
ly, furious as a wild beast, noisy, violent, and out-
rageous; he was placed in a solitary room, with wrist-
bands upon his arms to save his clothes and keep
them on. or many days in succession he tore his!
clothes and stripped himself constantly. A few days'

the side of an embankment; a large propoition of

the labor of excavation, drawing stone, &c. for this;posed to him to be dressed and go into the gallery ;
the promised that he would be quiet und tear no more

work, was performed by the patients,
In addition to this, the care of the roads and plea-

improvements, repairs and operations, both in doors,
and out, sawing, splitting, and piling wood, preparing
hair for mattresses, procuring vegetables from the
garden and preparing them for cooking, and iwrany
other operations are daily performed by the patients.
One or two male patients are generally employed a-
bout the kitchen, laundry and cellars, oze always in
the wash-room, and moreor less about the barp,
shops, &c.

In the female department there is no less industry
almost eil are profitably employed. One tailoress,
while under the influence of medical treatment, has
esrned by her needle, money enough to defray all
her expenses for six months, aod actuslly pays her
own bills I

The Hospital is one community. The labor of
all goes for the ganeral benefit, and so fur as the la-
bor thus bestowed saves the employment of additional
help, it diminishes the charge of support. The in-
stitution can.fairly claim the avails of the labor, for

"itis by its system of discipline that the labor of this
class of individuals can be made avuilable for any va
luable purpose.

In the winter of 1837, the business of manufactur-
ing shoes was first commenced at the Hospital, singe
which time more or less labor hus been done by the
patients in this department of industry.

Oane overseer prepares the work for the patients
and labors constantly himself, In all, we estimate
that the shop has been in operation about eighteen
months. The following statement of labor, &c., was
prepared by the steward :

* From.the Gospel.Messenger.

N . ol
sure grouuds, transplanting trees and making various,

1
!

sgo, Ifound him in astate of perfect nudity. I pro-!

clothing; upon bis pledge he went in—he has been
quiet, hus kept bis clothes upon him, takey bis food at
table with the others, and is quite civil, indeed in
state of entire contrast to what he had been before.
If, in our daily intercourse with the insane, we
should treat them as inferiors or pass them by with-/
out notice or attention, refuse to hear them, and:
evince towards them a feeling of superiority, we:
should find them in n constant state of irritation and
excitement. If we trest them kindly and politely,’
inquire after their wellare, and hear patiently their,
story, we awaken in them a spirit of mildness andi
uffection, we can control them without severity, and
zain their confidence and esteem. !
1f there is any secret in the management of the in-
sane, it "s this; respect them and they will -respect
themselves; treat them as reasonable beings, and
they will take every possible pains to show you thet
they are such; give them your confidence, snd they
will rightly appreciate it,.4nd rarely abuse it.”
Since Oct. 1838, we bave had a regulsr chaplain
constantly employed, and we have found great bene-
fit from this arrangement. At the time above men-
tioned, Rev, Luzerne Ray commenced this duty,
and continued to preach for us until September of
the present year. FHe was a sensible, discreet man,
a forcible prescher, and much admired and respect-
ed by all our housebold. On all occasions he com-
manded the attention of bis audience, and during the
period of his services the congregation was, without
exception, quictand respectful. He left us in Sep-
tember last, and Rev. Julius A. Reed took his place,
and at present officiates as chaplain. The s~rvices
of Mr. Reed had not heen less acceptable than those
of his predecessor, and he gives. promise of being

baps upon nearly all.

T'he Audthor of christianity, while upon earth, re.
tlieved the malady of the ivsane by a wmiiracle;. the
religion which be taught has the sume spirit as its
-author, ltis only where christianity prevails, that
sinstitutions for the relief of insanity are found. Itis

during this period, and had not felt the influence of.yp, iy of christiavity that founds and fosters them.

Unless the same spirit influences those who minis-
ter in thewn, they ceasa to be hu:nane and benevolent
asylums, and become truly bedlams and mad-houses.
No class of mankind niote truly need the influence
jof religion than the insane. Witha sufficiently pow-
erful motive thay can, to a great extent, govern and
,contsol their conduct; iney can be made to feel re-
sponsibility, to know that they should not do wrong,

‘and that they are smepable for their bad condurt

just so far as they know how, and ace able to do

better.’”
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CRANMER,
THE. FIRST ARCHUBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.*

This great p '”;. was born at Aslacton, in the
County of Nettidjiym, July 2d, 1489. His family
was ancient, and%®me in with William the Con-
queror. He was garly deprived of his father, Tho-
mas Cranmer,Esq.; and after no extraordinary edu-
cation, was sent by his mother to Cambridge, at
the age of fourteen, accord'ng to the custom of those
times. He took tha usual degrees, and was chosen
fellow of Jesus’ €ollege ; and emerging from the
subtle and useless studies of those days, soon be-
came celebrated for his learning anl his abilities.—
In 1325 he married ;. but his wife dyiny in child-bed;
he was re-elected a fellow of Jesus; a favour so
gratefully acknowledged by him, that he chose tu
decline an offer of a much more valuable Tellowship
in Cardinal Wolsey’s new seminary at Oxford, ra-
ther than relinquish frisnds who had stiown such re-
gard to him.

In 1523, he commenced doctor in divinily, and
being in grea* esteem for theological learning, he
was chosen divinity lecturer in his own college, and
agpointed by the university one of the examiners ia
that science. In which office he principally inculca-
ted the study of the holy scriptures, then greatly neg-
lected, as baing of indispensable necessity for the
professors of that divine knowledge. The plague
happening to break out at Cambridge, Cranmer
with some of his pupils,removed to Waltham Abhey:
where falling into company with Gardiner and Fox,
one the secretary, the other tho almoner of king Hen-
ry, that monarch’s intended divorce of Catharine his
quren, the common subjeot of discourse in those days
cacae upon the carpet; when Cranmer advising an n-
plication fo our own and foreign universities for their
opinion in the case, and giving these gentlemen much-
satisfaction, they introduced hum to:the king, who-
was muzh pleased with him; committed him to tbe
care of Sir Thomas Boleyn, ordering him to write
his thoughts on the subject ; made him his chaplain,
and admitted him intn-that favour and ésteem which
lie never afterwards forfeited.

squally well beloved and equally useful. Both havel * Erom the Gospel.Messenger..




