'Animal Collectors.

. The mania for collecting curious objects, ..

" beautiful or otherwtce is nct confined to
. man alone who makes the accumulatlon of

‘stamps, coms ‘and vancus curlosmes the
fancy of his life. Many of the lower anpi-
.- mals show a sxmx.lar desire for collécting o

-rious things. Thls ig well illustrated at the.
pre&nt nme by a bird’ m the zoologlcal gar—

tastes that thousands of -people have visited,

it for this reason ‘alone. The bird hag an’
extraordinary fancy for odd-shaped -and col-

" ored objects, and when they are placed in

its. cage, " which is a large and commodxous
cnclosure, it carefully collects them in one
place, and amuses itself by cha.ngmg them
‘about, after the manner of collectors at large
who delight in arra.ngmg and. rearranging
their treasures. :

It is-only the very odd thmgs that this
bird collector notices—quaint -bits of shell,
odd shapes in metal Dbroken glass if of a
bright color, vxvid tints in cloth and ribbon,
in all, in the instance of this ‘one bird, mak-
ing a bushel of what the gcologists term
ejectalites.

This peculim fancy ‘is notxceable among a

varjety of birds. '~ One; known as the am-
blyornis, is a bird botanist, “collecting bright-
Lued flowers wlnch are plaoed about ‘the
"gpot it frequents,.and as they fade are car-
ried away and replaced by othérs, Showing"
that the bird has a tas'e that is decidedly
aesthetic. :

Certain birds in.the islands near.the. Tn-
dian Ocea.n hayve been watched -by . natural-
ists, They would collect every obJect that.
in any way was 'odd or peculiar Certain

ones frequented the camp, .going early. in the-:

mormng a.nd stcallng various objects
- following them the observers sea at- the
bird museum a, marvellous collectmn of ob-
jecm——meces of shining - tin from -sardine
cans, oval’ ta,gs of the =a.me metal - that had
been left exposed the nozzle of a deep-green
bottle, ball of red tape, dczens of a.rich red
_ helix or snail that had caught the eye of
the bird, .bits. of mica- from" some: distant
ledge, scveral quartz crystals’ that shone
brightly. in . the sunhght—proba.bly dazzling
~gems to- the birdcollector. - When obseryed
in their museum the birds passe(l_ their time

mens in different places, placing them here
and there as fancy dictated.

The Australian bird candalaria is so fa-
mous for its collections that when anything
is lost about the camps of the natives they
jimmedjately hunt in the curious museums of
{his bird for the missing object. - This bird
is especially fond of bright-colored feathers,
bones, sea weeds, shells, dozens of the for-
mer being found strewn upon the ground or
‘hanging on twigs. :

One of the albatrosses in its nesting
grounds on the borders of the Arctie ocean
is known as a collector, and piles about its
mest all kinds of curjous and useless objects,
which are undoubtedly ccnsidered as orna-
mental, A small tern observed by the
writer on the Pacific coast, made the flooring
to its nest of the shells of the highly-colored
" Donax, on which the small speckled egg was
laid, 2 most dainty and aesthetic-arrange-
ment,

Certmn shells are known to have a taste
for collecting, one especially attachmg to its

large shell-portions. of others, securing them -
by some peculiar cement, so that they entire- .

ly hide the shell, giving it a most singular.
appearance.
decoration ornamental and that it obtains a
certain amount of acsthetic pleasure is evi--
dont from the. fact that it-wonld be much
easier to obtain ordinary pieces of stone and

other refuse; but the sheli passes them all .

.

mosaie.

That the shell considers the ..
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. ‘by, selecting only a certam kind whlch ap-'3 .
parently appeals to its, amstlc taste L

- Even among the very.low forms. of lifo
‘we find this- desire, for: the caddis Worm is a-
This little creature
.usual while old Fan was being hltched up. 5

remarkable. example,..

<huilds a- cell for 1tself half an inch'in lenglh.
-and then ornaments it in 50 stnkmg a man-
- ner that it oft.en becomes a. really beautn’.ul
_object. In some 1nsta.nces the worm collects
-minute,.coiled shells and. attaches. them' S0

that the cell is completely covered. Ano-

ther caddis makes a spécialty of short and

delicate twigs which it attaches with. remark-
able regularity, so that the cell looks ‘as
though it had bezn converted into 'a rich
Again, ore will ho covered with
little grains of carefully selected quartz. 5o

.that ‘a dozen or more caddis. worms. display-

1S many different- kinds . of ornamentation.

Gther worms collect singular objects to cover

their dens, displaying no litfle taste. )
By far the most remarkable collector is a .

.South American - ammal which resembles a .
-rabbit and is called the blzcacha.
‘markable propensity may be illustratéd by

its re-

the following incident: ‘A gentleman tra-

_velling across-the pampas suddenly mlssed ‘

his watch, and as it was a valuable one, was
in great dlstm;s, and insisted upon turning
back on the trail to hunt for it. -They fol-
lowed. back for several miles, going over the

ground - carefully, looking among the grass

and in' the dusty trail, but all -to no pur-
pose. The watch which had cvidcntly slip-

.ped off and fallen’into ihe,road had utterly

disappeared; and.as no one had passed or
followed them, it was.a mystery. Finally,”

~they came- to a hut: that stood back.from
'the trail and told their tale to the occupant, . .
the traveller. offering the man a large reward -

sh'ould:lw'-ﬁnd,the watch, . Jeaving his ad-.
dress in the city for which he was bound.

'"The native -listened: to the-story,-and then
_asked-if 'the white' man would‘give the-re-

ward now if the watch- could be found, to
which tho owner = only - too gladly assented.
The native saddled a wiry pony and started
on the back trail, followed by theé party. He
paid little ‘attention to the trail, but when-
ever he saw the nest of a bizeacha’ he rede
up to it and carefully examined it. - The

traveller noticed that all these ncsts were’
“Yords had Deen used by God o hxs soul’s’

littered about with strange and incongrudus’

: @ - objects which, apparently,. had very little to
in running about and rearranging the speci-

do with-the;real nest of the ammal
Finally, the g'uxde who was. some distance
ahead, gave a shout, and the party of white

men hurried on to find the native standing . .-

by the side of a bizcacha hole, and there on
the sand, safe with the excepiion of a few .
seratches, was the gold wateh, still going. It
bad been added to the collection of one of

" these strange little creatures which are such .
“inveterate collectors, that they gather up

every conceivable object of a.curious or

highly-colored nature and carry it to their .

rest, so that in some instances four or five
bushels of objects are found around the
opening, of no use to the animal except as
articles of virtue for its contemplation. and

-aesthetic enjoyment. This habit is go well

kpnown and understood by the natives that
when anything is missed along the roads

-they immediately visit the nests of the biz-
cachas where the article is often found.—C.

F. Hoider, in N. Y. ‘Observer.’ . ~

Got the Youngster Out -of
' the Way.. ’ :

¢Our Animal Friends’ repcrts the follow-

ing, vouched for as true:—
‘Trom my earliest rwollectxons my father

was vory fond of horses, and he usually .
kept from one to five in his stables. They .

were well cared for, and in turn he expect-
ed good ‘service and ‘speed. We had one
horse, Fan, who was the pet of the whole

‘a little fetow in kilts, was. allowed to. pla.y, S ,

‘Some months later Jesus wantcd this lxttle

.-mcwase——‘ Young Soldier.’ S

family, and. wa,s considcred so safe that I.

'**ound her head o,nd heels w1l;hout. ref S
straint.. ,
‘One day I was playmg in the yard as,

When all was ready, father jumped into the. "
,waggon _ga.g,her,ed_up the.reins, and gave t,he .
word io go. But the horse moved not a . SN
muscle. . He then lightly touched her with .
the whlp ; old Fan merely. prlckcd up_her -
cars but would not budge. Just ‘then. my
f'xthm a little out of patxence, gave the
herse a-.sharper stroke. What was' lns T
smazement to see Fan Jower her head, care-
iully spize thh her teeth a bundle which_

‘was directly in front of her gently toss it o 4

to .cne side, then. start off at a brisk trot..

. As the small bundle proved to be me, it is |~

needless to say thatl after that old I‘a.u was . .

_more petted than cver bcfore

‘I Say, Mister.”" -

A little junior, whilé out walking, saw a =

“man going up a very hizh ladder with a

bod of bricks on ' his head, and as’she
stood watching him she thught every minute

"she would see him fall to the ground but

after he had gone up two or three times, she o
called out to him :— ‘
‘1 say, mister, aren’t you atrzud to go up
that big ladder 7'
He langned and replied, No I’m not

- afraid, "T'm used to it.'-

.. ThlS bardl semcd to satlsfy her, a.nd after-

tlunking for a nnnute of two, she said, L S
‘I gqus,%mlstOI‘ why you're 'net atrald o -
‘Why is7it ?” he- a.:.ked :
¢ Because -béfore you came cut this mom- o
ing you, knelt”down an.d asked Je.,us to kcep ST
you safe’ o
.~ The man amswered nothmg, but all the ;
day long those words seemed to ring in his
ears, and befere long he could have been
sSeEn l\neelmg at the Cro,e a.nd acceptmg
Christ as. hls guide and protecior in this life:

junior. for higher gervice and at -the grave-
side -“the man -told. how -these few simple

salvaticn,
. Sow the seed, chxlrlren God wlll nge the

. i
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" To the Rescue.” -
*To the rescue !” shouts the seaman,
"Through the howling midnight dark,’
As athwart the seething waters
Pilots he his trusty barque;
. “To the rescue, man the lifehoat ,
There are precious souls to save ;
Aid the shipwrecked cre. they perish,
Sounds oer tempest, wmd and wave .
*To the rescue, to the rescue !’
Is the sfurdy fireman’s ecry.
Fiercely are thé embers glowlng,

And the scorching ﬂa.me; leap high®’ ]
Yot at duty’s call he riseth, . IR .
There are lives from death to win, ~ :

So to save them doth he hasten, o
Through the smoke and glare aml din.

" To the rescue, to the rescue !

 Seek the little omes who roam, . :
Tend the suf[ermg, bid the orphaned ' R
‘Welcome to your ‘heart and home :
To the rescue, to the rescue’!
Fold them all in. love’s embrace,
" Christ will say, ‘To me ye did.it'
When you see him face to face,

— Wellspring. ' R




