
THE~ MESSENQI~R.

Animal Collectors. by, selecting only a'certain kiud which ap-
parc-ntly appeals to itse artistie taste.

The mania for collecting curlous objects, Even among the very 1ow forms of lifo.
beautiful or otherwise, is net coiifined to we lnd this desi

mai loe homaes te ccmuato fin -i dsre, for. the caddis %wormù is a*man alone who makes the accümul*tion of remarkable. examiple. This littie creature
stamps, coins and varicus cu'iosities the builds a cell for itsecf liaif an inch lu lenÉth
fancy of his life.. Many of the lower an- and then ornament 'it lu so striking a man-
mals show a similar desire for collecting u- rier that it often bicomes a.really beautiful
rious things. This Is. well illustrated at the object. In some instances the worm colects
present time by a bird ii the zoological gar- minute, coiled shells anl attaches. them so
den of London, that poséesses siÏ6h aesthetic that the cclle completey covered. no-
tastes that thousands of-people have visited. ther caddis makes a spècialty of .short and
It for this reason alone. The bird bas an delicate twigs which it attaches with remark-
extraordinary fancy for odd-shaped and col- able regularity, so that the cell looks as
ored objects, and when they are placed In though it had bezn converted into a rich
its cage,~whiéh is a large and commodious mosaic. Again, ore will ho covered with
cnclosure, it. carefully collects them in one little grains of carefully selected quartz so,
place, and amuses it§elf by changing them that'a dozen or more caddis. worms display
about, after the manner of collectors at large as many different -kinds of ornamentation.
who delight in arranging and. rearranging Otler worms collect singular objects toacover
their treasur-es. their dons, displaying no little taste.

It lsonly the very odd things that this By far the most remarkable collector is a
bird collector notices-quaint bits of shei, South American animal which resembles a
odd shapes in metal, broken glass if of a rabbit and is called the bizcacha ; its re-
bright color, vivid tints in cloth and ribbon, markcable propensity may he illustrated by
In all, in the instance of this one bird, ipak- the following incident: 'A gentleman tra-
ing a bushel of what the geologists term velling across the- pampas suddenly missed
ejectalites. his watch, and as it was a'valuable one, was

This peculiar fancy ýis noticeable among a in great distress, and insisted upon turning
variety of birds. One; known as the am- back on the trail ta hunt for it. -They fol-
blyornis, is a bird botanist, collecting bright- lowed back for several miles, going over the
hued fiowers which are placed about the ground carefully, lo.oking among the grass
spot it frequents,.and as they fade are car- and in: the dusty trail, but aIl to no pur-
ried away and replaced by othérs, showing pose. The watch which had evidently slip-
that the bird has a tas'e that is decidedly ped off and falleninto the road hiad utterly
aesthetic. disappeared, and .as no one had passed or

Certain birds in the islands near.te In- followed them, it was.a mystery. Finally, -.
dian Ocean have been watched by natural- they came ta a but that stood back. from
'Uts. They would' collect every object.that, the tra.il and told their tale ta the occupant,. t
In any way was odd or peculiar. Certain the travellr offering the man a large r.eward.
ones frequented the camp,;going early In the.: should: le fnd the watch,s leaving hie ad-
morning. and s,ealing various objects... By dress in the city for whieh he was bound.
following them the observers see at .the The nati-velistenedte tlhe story,-and then I
bird museum a marvellous collection of ob- asked if:the white:man.-would give the-re-
jecis-pieces of shining n freomsardine ward now ifWthe watch could be found, to

cans, oval tags of the came meal.that had which the owner only • to gladly assented.
been left exposed, the nozzle of a deep-green The nativ'e saddled a wiry- pony and started
bottle, ball ofred tape, dozens of a rich red on the back trailfollowed by the party. He s
helix or snail that had caught the eye of pald little lattention te the tralt, but when-
the bird, bits. of mica -from some: distant ever he saw the nest of 'a bizcacha lie rode S

.ledge, several quartz crystals that' shone up ta it and carefully examined IL The j
brightly lu the sunlight-prbably .dazzling traveller noticed that ail thèse ncsts were s
gems tothe bird. collecter. Wben observed littered about with strange and incongrudlus
in their museum the birds passed their tine objects which, apparently, had very little te e
In running about and rearranging the speci- do with:-the:real nest of the animal.
mens in different places, placing them here Finally, the guide, who w« sorne distance i
and there as fancy dictated. ahead, gave a shout, and the party of white

The Australian bird candalaria is sa fa- n huried on te find the native standing
mous for its collections that when anything by the side of a bizcacha bie, and there ou
Is lost about the camps of the natives they the cand, safe withthe excepion of a few
immediately-hunt in the curious museums ef scratches, was the gold watch, stil going. I
this bird for the missing abject. This bird bad heeu added ta the collection of eue of
is especially fond of bright-colored feathers, those strange littie créatures which are.such
boues, sea weeds, shells, dozens of the for- inveterate collectars, that they gather up
mer being found strewn upon the ground or every couceivable abject of a curious or
hanging on twigs. highly-caiorcd nature and carry it to theïr

One of the albatrosses lu its nesting rest, s0 that lu some instances four or fiva
grounds on the barders of the Aretie ocean buels of objecte are found around tic
is known as a collector, and piles about its opening, of no use te the animai exeept as
nest all kinds of curious and useless objects, articlos ef virtue for is contemplation and
which are undoubtedly considered as orna- -aethetie enjoynt. This habit le £o welI
mental. A small tarn observed by the knawn and understead by Uic natives that
writer oun the Pacifie coast, made the flooring wheu anythiug le miesed aloug thc roads
te its nest of the shalls of the highly-colored they immeiately VisIL the nocta the hz-
Donax, on which the small speckled egg was cachas where the article le otan found.-C.
laid. a most dainty and aesthetim arrange- P. Hoider, ln N. Y. nObservar.'

ment.
Certain shells are knawn te have -a taste

for collecting, one especially attaching ta its
large shell.portions ef others, securing them
by some peculiar cement, se that they entire-
ly bide the shel, giving it a most singular
appearance. That the shell considers the
decoration ornamental and that it obtalns a
certain amaunt of aesthetic pleasure is evi-
dont from the fact that it would be much
easier ta obtain ordinary pieces of stone and
other refuse ; but the shell passes them ail

Got the Youngster Out --of
the Way.

' Our Animal Friends' reports the follow-
ing, vouched for as true.

'From m'y earliest recollections my father
was very fond of horses, and lie usually
kept from one te five In his stables. They
were well cared for, and in turn he expect-
ed good 'service and 'speed. _We had one
horse, Fan, who was the pet of the whole

'.7

family, and was considcred-so safe that ,
a little feHlow ain kilts, was allowed te play
around lier. head and heels without re-.
straint.

'One day I was blaying in the yard as
usual while old Fan was being hitched up.
When ail was ready, father jumped into thé
waggon,.gathered up the.reins, and gave the
Word ta go. But the horse moved net a
muscle. . He then lightly touched ber with
the whip; old Fan merely. prickcd up.her
cars, but would not budge. Just then my
father, a little out of patience, gave the
horse a .sharper stroke. What was his
amazement ta sec Fan lower her head, care-
fully seize with her teeth a bundle which.
was directly in front of her, gently tocs it
ta -one side, then start off at a brisk trot.
As the small bundle proved ta be ne, It ls
needless ta say that after that old Fan was
more petted than ever before.'

A little junior, whilé out walking, saw a
man goiùig up a vcry hligh ladder with a
bod of bricks on - his head, and as she
stood watching him she thught every minute
she would see him fall ta the ground, but
after he had gone up two or thrce times, she
called out ta him

'I say, mister, aren't you afraid ta go up
that big ladder V

He langbed and replied, 'No, Im not
afraid, I'm used to it.'

This hardly Eemed to satisfy her, and after
thinking for a minute or two, she said,

'I gi smister why yu're not afraid.'
I'Why isit?' haecsked.

'Bcause béfore you came dut this morn-
ng yeomknelt-down and asked Jesus te keep
you safle.,

-The man aiuswered nothiig, but all the
day long those words seemed to ring In lis
ears, and befere long . he could have been
eau kne-eliig at the Crois and accepting
Christ as hiis guide and protecto lu this life.
ome menths later Jesus wantcd this little

unior for higher service and at the grave-
ide the men tld how these few -simple
yords had been uscd by. Ood -co his soul's
alvation.

Sow the seed, children, God will give the
ncrease.-' Young Soldier.'

To the Rescue.

«To the recue!' sliouts the seanan,
Through the howling miduight dar-

As athwart the seething waters
Pilots le his trusty barque;
'To the rescue, man the lifeboat ,

Therc are precious Eouls te cave
Aid the shipwrecked cre they perish,

Sounds o'er tempest, wind, and wave.

' To the rescue, te the rescue V
Is tie sturdy fireman's cry.

Fiercely are thé embers glowing,
And t.ie scorching flames leap high

Yet at duty's call he riseth,
There are lives from death. to win,

Sa to save then doth lie hasten,
Through the smoke and glare and din.

Ta the rescue, to the rescue !
Scek the little ones who roam,

Tend the suffering, bid thearphaned
Welcome to your heart and home

Te the rescue, ta the rescue!
Fold them ail In. love's embrace,

Christ will say, 'To me ye did-t
When you sec him face ta face.

* Wellspring.
I
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