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cn.hon upon lnm, doposing “him fxom his | Tlns took place in’ Mav 1213 But' England
throne; yand absolving his subjects from alle- { was niot a8 oraven as ita kmg, undmApml
wmncei :Thié could not bo aceomplished with- | 1215, tlic barons began their efforte to_wipe.off
out the'did' of an armed force, and Pluhp ‘Au- | the dmgraoe their monarch had: mﬂ.mted on
'rustus, Iun" of France, was soloctod to carry | the ocountry. T'hoy appeared: before “King
out the Popo’s behest; tho Kingdom of Eng- | John at Oxford, and presented the charter,
1a1id being: oﬁemd to him under the condition which they said, “ consecrates the liherties
that he' oonquorecl it for his holmess Philip |confirmed: by Heary II., and ‘which you also
did not rohsh the. conthtmns ~under whioli he | have'sworn to observe,”. Tho lking stormed,
wag to; gu.m the kingdom, but the prize was “I will not,” snid he, ‘ “gi‘ﬂiit you' libertiep
too rich to'be idly spumed ‘and he oollested & |which would maké me a slave.” e forgot
mlgbty‘armamont to oross the chunnel and in- that he had: dlveady” made ]umse]f a slaye to
vuclo Dugland R Rome, But the barons woro not to be beaten,

. This last blow aubdnecl the stubbom kmg, and on Jime' lﬁt'h 1215, John ‘signed the
he oraved an interview with the Pope 8legato, | Mdgna- O‘]mrtn. at’ Ru.nnymede This:Aves in
P(mdolt' and, proxmsed to' suhx@.t lumself un- | effoct.to tell Tonocent that her revoked the vow

o ‘Rev D1 Wylle, iri the “E[lstoxy of Pxot.estu.ut—
ism,”. desonbes tho offocb of 'tho cmse ‘as
follows R o

U 'l‘he mon of thoso tunes, on Whom thls
doom fell B0 the gatcs of heaven Tocked by
| the. strong ‘Hand of the Pontift, so that none
i might entér who came from tho unhappy realm
lying undor the pu.pal lnm ‘AL who departed
= | this lifo’ munt wandor. forlorn as dlsembodlod
ghosts in some dolefal: region, amid unknown
sufferings, till it should plesse’him who oarried
ily | the' keys to opon 'the olosed” gates :
éarthly pieture of tlus spmtual doom, all the
0 | symbols.of . grace and . all: thie ordinances of re-
| ligion. were -suspended: > The ‘ chirch doors
wers oloée‘d"“‘ the hghts dt the altm. Wera ox-

Subscnbels ﬁn(lmg tho ﬁﬁm‘e2 n.fter tl;gg‘

nume will bear; ifi mind: tlmf t)heu; term Nw;ll
atpue ab tho ond of tho presont month

_]umor canons of C&nterbury mal; secrehly
night'of- hxs death, a.nd eleoted thieir | su‘o-pnor,

T R

of vassnln"e, and togk; back the kmg&om iio

Reynold to tho'v'a'.tmnt posmon . The Ar b1sh
of. Cnnterlmry installed hnn .
in the-Archiepiscopal : thronel :

 tinguished thc; bells oused to’ be; mng, the

1oqerveﬂly to the Pnpnl See, envzwmg to. muke ;

before midnight, and before
dawn hewas on his way. to,‘
Rome._to. sohox(; the’ Po?e 5,
" confirmation of hisélechion. i
When King John' hotud of -
this" ‘transaction . he. was
greatly enraged, secured the
election of the Bishop of.
Norwich to. the primacy, -
and also sont agents” to
Romé to plead lus canso be-
fore the Pope. .

Innocent III one of tho
most ambitious and powerful . -
occupants -of Peter’s chair,
saw in this disagresment a
chance to incréase” hisown . .
power by pluomg awmanof |
his own 'nomination in the -
covetod position,’ and
through his influence and
that of the bishops and
priests under him, vitbually
govern Ergland from Romo. , -
Heo thercfore annulled. both, -
elections and made his own - (2
nominee, Cardinal Langton- ~
be -choson fo. the See of - -
Canterbury, at, that time,
next to the. Papal throne, . |

A
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the most important dignity
in the Roman Church.

K1ng John‘ saw the -
da.nger, knawing - woll thnt
if the Pope iere pormltﬁed to. a.ppomt to_
the Seo of Oanterbury, the nex step Would be,
to appoint kmgs to’ the Dnghsh throne ; he;
protestod with mony oaths that the Popo 8|
nominee should ' never- sit” in-phe . ~Archi-’
opiscopal | ¢hiair, turned- the canons ‘of-Cantor-
bury out of doors, ordered all the prolates and!
abbots "to leave the kingdom, and bado doﬁ-
ance fo tho (Pope. . The .latter was not tobe
defied in - this. manner, and’ smote. ‘England
with'an mtord.mt—-—the kmg had’ oﬁende(l and
the whole nation must be pumshed nlong Wlﬁh
him.. - Lo LRERERE

In these da.ys tlxere u.m’inauy whom i pup!ll
interdict would "not trouble, muqh, ‘but in
England in these dnys of superstitious beliefs,
it was. mmed “with tromemlous ])owm The

. KING JOHN AND THE POPD’S L'EGATD

crosses and i unages were takon down imd laid
on-the groimd; infants were baptized in the
church" porch ; -marriages were celebrated in,
the ohurchyard; the dead were burfed in,
ditohes or in the opiu-fields.” ‘No one durst
rejoice, or-eat flesh, or shave his-board, or pay
any docent; attention to his poz:son or uppurel
It was meot that only signs “of - distress and
mourmng -and woe shoulcl bo .visible through-
onut i-land over which there rested the wrath,
of the” Abhighty, for so (l\d men nccounh tho
bn.n of the Pontift.””

Fortwo,yonrs King J ohn romained unmovo&
while his country lay. under this torrible ourse,
but at the ond bf that time was met by a per-
sonal _pumshmont wlnoh ‘troubled hun more.
Tho Pope pronounced sentonco of o\:(.onunum-
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full rest}tuhon to the: olergy for the losses theyv
had:suffered, und Y resigned ]]ngland and Ire-|
landéto‘rod, 'fo Sb. Péter, and St. Baul, and to
Po ejn o¢ent, and to his. suecessors in the,
apostolic chair.”” Flo also, ag'reerl to hold his]
domvuous as feuda.tory of the Church of.Rome"
by the anmml -payment of -a thousand marks,
and worse yet, stipulated that if ho or his sue-
fcessors qhould infringe this ug'reement unless;
thoy ropented on- being, admomshod, l:lmyiv
should forfem all right $o’ theii s dominions.
When tl;xs ‘had been sttl6 j‘]'ohn itis sa.xd
‘tagk. oﬂ.’xlns crown ‘and lmd it at the legate's

feet, andjthe luttor to- show the mlghtmess ofI -
his’ mnsl'et ‘spurned it, kicking it about ‘as 38|
Jhim ;

worthless bauble; and then plokm"' it up plao-

ed 1L on the Monm ch s Tiend.
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had Im.d at hisfeot. n

=~ 'When . tidings " of - -this
uuplecetlented tmnsachon
Wpro o:m;xeﬂ to Romo, Inno-
cent msttmtlv launched an

~orin any way fulﬁllmg the
: pro\nsxons of. tho ehmter

_ for in this great. churter he
recogmzed the inguguration
" of -2 new. order of political
idens and n class of politi-
_ aalrightsentirely antagonis-
- tic'to'the fundamental prin-
piplos.of the Papagy, and ful-
minated a bull on the autho-
y of ‘his oommlsslon asset
By God over the kingdonis,
“to pluck up and destroy,
to build and to plant,”. by
! which he aunulled and abro-
ted the charter, decleving
its obligatiors and guar-
teos void. - But the barori
a._med firm, onﬂ then
old stand saved tho m(le-

went to the g'ru.vo H
Joen | followed -him
nt papalchair; bhenge
5t/ England ‘mounted -the
Y3 ¥hRsone without” ta.lling the
oath of fealty, a.ncl aﬁla.st the annunl paymont of
4 'tHousand marks" asPetex: 8. Pencerwas fjuietly
dropped,no romonstmnco agningtits dlscontmu-
‘ance coring ‘fromi Rbme. Thus it wi l;hat what
was ponsidered thagroatest evil to England was

‘turned into good;” fot the-charter forced from

John at Runnymede i yet the foundation of
English hbertles, and it marks the time when
England bogan to puy little . attention .to
Rome, and " TossTand" 1ess, : ‘until: the Roman
Churchw nelther consulted nor thonght of

lf in conneotnon’ mth mutters nﬂ‘eohng the

eountry u.lone

"x'

'« Ho mll fulﬁll tho desire of them that fear

; Ho .aleo will hear their ory andsave
them ?'—,——le AWQ) tld), o/' Lravjor.
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