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eurved, and capable of erection. Of the
colubrine land-snakes, the naja or cobra is
best known and inost dreaded. This has
been naned by the Poi-tuguese "Di Ca-
pello," owiilg to the broad expansion of
the neck, vhich we call its " hood." The
nîext important genus is the hamadryad,
which is also hooded, and wihich is called
by the natives sikerchor, i.c., brealker of
shells. It is the lirgest and most im-
portant of venomlous snakes, frequently
eceeding twelve feet ln length. Tho third
most important snake is the Bungarus
corulens, or karait, as the natives call it.
The kra«it is, next te the cobra, the most
destructive snalke in India. This is the

"The Echis is more agressive than the more curions as its virus is not se deadly
mnajority of its kind." as somne others. It grows to about four

A CHAT ABOUT INDIAN SNAKES. feet, but is usually found about half tiat
lengt.h. It penetrates to the inner rooms

1,7 ARTHuR.MONTEFIORE, F.R.t.s. of houses, into the bath-roomis, under the
There is no country in the world wlich imats, and the book-cases, and indeed

lias a greater variety of suakes than India, everywhere, even under your pillow! It
and noue, I supposo, whicl can show such is called cierulean, front its bluish-black
a high rate of mortality front "snake-bites." back, and " whito-arched" froin the white
The latest official returns record that no streaks which arch over its back.
less than 22,134 people were killed by In formt, the water-snakes are somewhat
snakles inuone year in that country different. Theynotonlylae paddle-tipped

This enornous mortality is largely tails, but a well-defined keel running along0
owing to the fact that the natives go about the under part. They rarely excecd seven1
barefooted, or with useless sanidals, by foet l lungth. Livimg as they do in the
night as well as by day, in the jungle as water, we find they aroprotected fromî theirs
well as in the tovn ; and that they w'alk foUs by assimilation te their environnentc
so quictly thlat the snakes have ne oppor- -their color being generally buff or dirty9
tunity to retreat. Then the prevalence of white, barrel and crossed with a dull bluie.
serpent-worship must b reckoned, as alse Of the viperine snakes. there arc thei
the belief of the native n the worthless .crotalidai, which embrace, by the way, the
drugs and charins which form the stock- Ainerican rattlesnake, as well as the
in-trade of the Hfindu quack. Finally, a Australian poisonous snakes, and theb
nunmber of suspicious deaths are returned viperidxu proper. The poison fang of thei
as froin " siike-bites. " former genus is long, and, though capablei

The snalkes of India may be diviled into of erection, lias no special muscle for caus-s
three classes; the harmnless and the veno-
mous colubrine snakes, and the viperino
snakes, also venomous. Of the first elass

,the harliess-thîe chief fanmilies are the
"'blind snakles," which rarely appear above
ground ; the "grovelling snakes," w'hich
live under stones and trees, in nooks and
crannies ; and the large fanily of colubrih,
whicl mnay be taken as the type of the or-
dinary harmiless snake. These are named .
in accordance with their predomnating 
characteristics, as 'ground," "agile,"

bush," etc. Tiere are also families cf
river-snlakes, tre-snaces and sand-snakes.

Th lIargest and chief of the harmless-
i.c., the non-venomous suakes, are the .
pythons. They havu a tremtendous girtli,
and are very powerful. A python only
nine feet long would bo over a foot in
girth, and as somle grow to twenty feet in
length, and increase in girth proportion-
ately, it can bc readily imagined wvhîat
inonsters they are. Roughly speaking,
the python is brown in color, with longi-
tudinal buff stripes running along the back. -.
The hcad is brown, and enclosed as it were
by a buff or yellow' V. The colors are rich "The Karait is, nmext to the Cobra, th
and briglit.

The second class consists of venomous ing it ; but tle latter class is provided with
colubrino suakes, and may bu divided into a spocial erector muscle. The most con-
two fanilics-land-snakes and sea-snakes. mon vipers are the chain-viper (genus f
In both famnilies the poison fang is of a daboia), and the echis carinata(geins chis), t
similar nature ; but the tail of the sea- which is liere illustrated. Tho echis is P
snakes is compressed into a paddle. Thé called by thme natives of North Inidia afac, ar
ntature of the poison fang shouîld bo borne whicl, liko so many industani vord's, is
in mind in order te lZecp this class clear of Arabie origin. It is smaller than the g
fron the viperie snakles. The coluber daboia, and perhaps not quite so detadlly. O
lias for a fang wlhat is practically a perfor- As, however, it lias been known to kili ai
ated tooth, which is short and nearly im- fowluin two iiiutes, it would seema, froi f
movable ; while that of the viper is long, the victin's point of view, I doubt not,

A. police sepoy bitten.

quite sufliciently deadly. The echis is hours, till tho unfortunate individual vas
fiercer anud more aggressiv h the major- nearly dead fromi exhaNstioi alonec. But
ity of its kincd. Averaging twenty ilches he hîad perspired aIl the poison out cf him,
iu lengli, and three inches iii greatest or, at any rate, warded off the state of
girth, it daits along with incredible speed, coma which is fatal on such occasions. I
loaping nearlyits ownlength ihien strilinig. should add that my .friend dosed the ma
Tlioughit ldoces not hiiss, it produces a inmediately lie arrived with a quantity of
sound very like hissiiig by imaking a ant de iluce, than which nothinlg is more
double cOi, andi kecping its folds ii con- effective. As he cured several people on
stant motion. Brownish-black in côlor, it subsequent occasions by similar treatimeiit,
hias a pair of oblong brown spots, edged thoro is a gtood deal to bc said for the
with black, on thi crown cf bhe head, and remdcly.
whiich are apLmarenît in te illustration. In A large mnumber of livcs are lost froi
Western India, the clchis is considered to the fact that i hiot weather snmakes will
bu the iîost destructive of reptiles. It will couic into liouses anîd luts anid coil themî-
not avoid te IpatIl of mnan, and it strikes selves roundit bhe git rems nid scrais-
instantly it 'can. Its expression is 1irver- porous earthienmware pots and bottles used
sally adiitted to bu the montst ialignanit, for wator-in order te cool tlicmselves.

Wlien these chattis (vessels) are suddenly
takii up, the sniakc is sure to·bite. Tho
nîative huts, being devoid of windows, aeO
quite lilk,*aid tlhe liskr isi thereby greatly
ennliicud. On th oli ther hîa.nd, Europeans
havewell-ligited rooIms, anid even at night
never aîllow tliemuselves to be iii total darkl-
nîess.

I kcnow t lady wlio on going to the piaino
to play, frequntly found a siake coiled
rouiid mie of he legs. On ee or' two occa-
sions this happened at a diner-party,

| with. a dozen or more people in the rooii.
The snmke nio doubt retired to the piano to
avoid observation, for it would bu terrified
at the least noise. lit fact, if you onily
clap your bands loudly together immedi-
ately you seo at snalke, it will disappear.

Constant expu nces with siakes reunder
min anid women0 m1marvellously cool anid col-

. lected li dealing witlh thei. I kznow of a
ladyw wh0ba st oeoing
in company with several frienids, suddeily
sid, ini a quiet voice to lier servant,
"'Bring a saucer of miiilk directly." The
servaut did so, anid iiiimediately a dieadly

le most destructivesnlake in Inia,,.snmke glided towards it. It had been
• codedi round te luady's amikle--n doubt to

nd its oyo tlie mnost vicious of alil snakes. hide itself-and ber wondcrful lpreseice of
Aiother fruitful source of bites arises nmIatl hadi ailone saved lier.

roi the ipractice of thie nîatives cf sleOping Native servaiits are, as a rule, fairly
ithmer on th bae grtound, or on lowI char- couraîgeous wlenî tlhey discover a snake mii
o.ys-rougi beds made of coarse twiine, ithe louse. But thcy genierally pirefer to
ndt] standing onlv a few inues abovthe leave the slaugliterimg to the sahib, antd

Érun. l bhe dead of iiglht, a snalke the picture whiclh wc give of - our cclitry-
lides il anti coils itsolf peraplmts round , ncii bcing idisturbcd at tdinnler by the ar-
c of te posts, and thîen a sudden move-'rivtl of bwo servants, pushling thii way
ment on the part of the slceper wiel casily througli lie chik or bamiiboo-imaIttaigingm
rigliten Ilito a self-lefeiisive attack. over bhe doorw ay, aid announiciiig ithat
When the siiamm, or poisonî of the fang, " ther's t siiake iu the liouse !" is very

as had timo to paralyse the nervs, fthe truoc, ald represeuits a state of thlmigs to
ase is almost hopecss. îIniunediate tret- whicli few' people who hiav lived iuiieh li
ient ls imperativo. As ai instaico f Inima are straigers.-A..
his, I may imontion hiowu a frienîd of mnîe,
ho holdt a hiigh position ini Inldia, cured
everal people of venomious snace-bites.
iglisliien are iuch looked up to by the

uatives as "mi-hcine mîîenî,"' an il thllie
icturo of the police sepoy receiving treat-
ment at bhe haîids of mt Europeani, wo sec
,vidence of thamtt fact.
My friend, linding lithat se mn iiy natives
ere being killed, caused a proclamatioin
ib m ade iii lie locality, atnnouiciing thmt
e would cure all cases cf snake-bites, pro-
ided to sufferers camo to hn Ji ninmedi-
tely tley wor bitteii.. Shortly after-
ards a iman was brouglit to himi bitten
)y a kamit. l at onîce ordred up te
olies, adti imilc themI tale he manlti, two
.a tiic, and run iiîmî riglit along Éte

rrmace outside his Iouse, aid it bhe full
are of the tropical stun. After a couple
turnis, nother two imn came on, aud
thme treatmeit vent oi, for over two "The Naja or Cobra is bte most dreaded."
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