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that knowledge to that more substuntiul one resulting from the
enquiry ; and if that knowledgehad been faveurable to the accus-
e e woyld have given to lum the benefit of it, by exonerating
h’)m of the charge against him ; ifon the contrary, that knowledye

ad convipeed him that the, accused had already merited the
public animudversion by his misdeeds, then, considering him as a
dyngerous member of society, the Judge would unhesitatiogly
liave pussed sentence aguinst him. Butno; that Judge, being n,
perfect stranger to that part of the country wherein he was to sit
in judgmeny, could not have uny such kuowledge, and therefore
found himself in the perplexing dilemma, either to let Joose on
§qc('se,ty . tJaugerous depredutor for want of sufficient prepumptive
¢vidence, or to condemn an innacent, on proofs f that force that
s'lgldgfﬂf seem to require, of him his utmost severity,

““This perplexing dilemma’did'fiot es¢ape the sagacit{ of Alfred,
and pdinted out to him the expediency of adding to the legal
dbility of his jirdies the assistarice of assessors, who from ther
riectsshry kunowledge of the course of life of those'who might be
brovght beford them, cquld supply to that which-might be want-
mg inpbaitive or presumptive evilence.  With the then  existing
laws ho danger of any impediment o' the due course of justice
could resuit frorh that addition, ' S S
T Qﬁ‘t‘me"éidé their responability for crimes committed within

theii district, urged the neighbours of the accused, to,put a stop
to a line of;conduct, that might ultimately expgse them to beavy.
damages, andlin that case a verdict ugainst him justified the sen-
tence of iﬁs'pdnish'm“ent. On the other hand the connexion nee
cessarily existing between neighbours, to, which might be added,
the relatigns of biood. and the partivlities'of friendship, would ju.
cline the assessors favorubly, towards the aceused, when theproofs
of the charge agginst hiin rrere not of sufficient weight to coun-
terbalance the moral probability of his innocence, presumed from
s uniformly good behayiour,  In both cases the coanscience o
the judge was set at ‘epse, and the sentence or discharge of the
dccused réinoved the possibility’ of any impeachment against bim,
fbgpremieggim‘. - ) _ :

. Sugeh. was!:the sole ohject. of the institution of juries. They
wergifiere - assessors Lo interpiose. between those perplexing cases,
thatsaftary cccur when the evidence produced is so approximate to
positie proaf; thatiit would be repugpant to the sense of justice
duetq the.public not to take it for positive, whilst on thecontrary,
- ather ¢ircumstances arising out of the trifil, might leave doubtsin
the mind of;the judge, und alarm his censcience. .

This institution was then absolutely 'necessarg, perfectly efficie
ént und adritiably ‘contrived,. Whettier under the existing laws

juries are still as pecessary, as‘efficient, and as deserving our ad-
miration, wilkbe the object.of a future enquiry.



