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1 I muet refer yau ta aur Great Priory
,roceedings of Auguet, 1877, in which wil
tbe founci the report of the Bitual Com-
mnission, «eith tho ohages reoommended
fuly explained, and olearly ehowing -the
abeurdity of perpetuating palpable hie.
-tarical errore, because the Masone of the
lust century believed in au imaginary Order
of Masonia Xuighthood.

It is useless ta assert, that any body or
-Society calling themeelves Templars, who
base their origin on. "Frce and Acceptedl
,Iaaonry," represent the Anoient Religions
Military Order of theCrusades in any Way.
many sooleties have arie under Templar
deeignations:-as3 'Good Templare," "Ma.
sanic Templare,". &o., but whose doctrines
anê usages are diametrically apposed ta
the Order of the Crusadles.

Iii wiIl be apparent to the niost casual
observer, that the "peculiar" dogmas af
Christianity conldl nyer have hadl any con.
flection with the "Universcdl Creed'" of
Mloderm "Frce and Acccpted Masonry,»
Îherefore, a Masonic Chrietian Order of
Rnighthoced is an anomaly. The Orders
of Knighthood of the Middle Ages bcing
pnrely Christien, the prefix "l4asonic," je
U mienomer and creates a false inm.
pression.

The history af the Anciet Teniplars
and Knighte of St. John, is weliknown,
and it je evident that their principles and
oustome could neyer have had anything to
do with aieting "Free and Acceptcd Ma.
Éonry." The idea then of amalgamating
1=u Tcmplary with Masonry destroye the
very foundation of both. No doubt Dra.
.Axderson and PesagnUlers in 1717, sacri-
fioed much of what was then known ai
thre carly "St. John's' (Christianz) (4) Ma.

(4) Thre carly Christian character af Ma.
sonry is shown in thre primitive Lodges
before the Society was incorporated into
Building Guilds.e. These Lodges were
under thre supervision: af the Menks, and
were frequently termed "Fraternities!' of
tis or that Saint. The Building Society
of "'Strasburg" wae calUed t"Brothers of
St. John," and not dcsignatcdl "Masonry;"
but it iras been proved bOyond, a daubt
that thre Masonia Fratcrnity of aur times
ia the legitimate off spring of the Building
CJorporations lor "Guilde" of thre Middle
Ages, who were themeives thre successors
of-the Christian Builders, consisting at first
whoily of Monke or Lay Brothers in the
Monasteries. Audit je well authenticated
thiît tir first association of "Stone Ma-
sons"l werc employed solely in the service
of tire, Churoir.

1Tire Grand Lodgeýof Scotland still, keeps
up tire recollection, by.calling thre 'Craft"
-degrces "Thre Masonry of St. John."I
:.onry to enable thre "'million" of all creede

ta came in. Sa witir the Templar de-
grecs founded on "Frec and Accepted»
Masonry" that irad replace it, in whwokt
the true derivation and abject af Templary
je lost, and noting but the naine retained.
Ite wirolc arganization, doocrines and core-
manies, wcre altered ta suit thre views of
the times, and af tirose who neither aared.
or wieired ta IknoW tire history and in.
tention af thre Order, whicir indeed are
totaily unfitted for tire popular ideas of
the great majority seeking admission, who
believing anly in thre universal plan of
"Frea and .oeptedl blaeonry," sec notbing
in thre Temaplar degrees but a Masonio
military pageant more suitable ta their
taste and feelings, anci have no desire tea-
diseuse its menite or enqouire it t e
rivatin.prosèrsaci it t c

Few pprciaé rseaohand eeldom if
ever go beyond tire surface, cansequently
they are unable ta understand s0 beautifal
a systeni as Englieli Templs.ry, whmohk
stands alone on ite own merite and pria.
ciples as aChristian Society, whase nmissi
je ta advance tire intereste of aur Ascanded
Redeemer, whom wo are bound ta failow
in Hie life and precepte, aud thus far, at;
leaet, pay homage ta the Great Captain of
aur Salvation, whoed sworu soldiere wa
have constituted ourselves, and tint byr
aur own voluutarv act.

As a matter af histarical fact, TeImplary
founded on Moderm "lFroc and Acccptac.
Masonry" je i pure fiction, and anc ai tr
maythe t>f tire past. Crait Mssoury itef
ignores and repudiates the oIaimý land dace
not support or wieh it ta be undcrtodl
tiret sucir existe, aud merely toleratea it as
a body af Masons in a military ganr, pro.
fessing CJhristian principles. (5)

(5) A well.kuown, able, a nd learned Mra.
sonio anthor and authoriiy ai thre Unit-eci
States, in writing ta me some ycars back,
says:-&&vicwed in tire light af present
opinion in tis country, Masonie Templary
je an absurdity. There is, net tire eligkites
foundation for the impudent fidtion tirat;
thre Knights Tomple.r Order, after the
Pelitical Suppression ai A. D. 1312,- ho-
came Frea masons, ana under tire mezd,ýoî
Masonry continuedl their Templar organiza.
tien. * * * Thre Ftitual ai the Order,
waj ruade here; tiare ie notkin af -thre
Teruplar in it or in the militia uniformi
they wear. Tire tities of tire diffcrcnti
officers ana dosignations thcy have adopt-
cd, -are altogether unsupparted by antr i-
toricalevîdence, being pnrely imaginaiy,
tic production of ritual compilers for ti
purpose of asnming themilitary ohaatêr
without tire eligirteet anthority'for doing
se, and are mcrely a preteit for playing at
soldiers for the purpose af paentry ancl
displs.y in public."


