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make this
paper in the
ts sizo, the

{s _proposed to
the cheapest Tomperance
world, taking into consideration
matter it contains and the price at which
pubdlished.
Ever;
ques to assist in this etfort by subscribing |
and by sending in fucts or arguments that |
n!chl.{)e of interest or use Lo our workers. :
The editor will be thanktul for correspondonce
upon any topio connected with the temperance
reform. Our limited npace will compet conden-
sation. Noletter for publication should contain :
more than two hundred words — it shorter, |
still better. i
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triend of temperance i8 carnestly re- |

THE GOVERNMENT.PROPOSALS

On Wednesday, 12th lust, the Pre-!
mier, Hon. G. W. Ross, introduced in- |
to the Ontario Leglslature the long-
looked for probibitivn bill. In nre- |
geuting the measure the Premier de- |
lverad nn extensive and very able:
address upon the situntion, showing !
the progress that had been made in
liquor legislation during the past
twenty-five years, arguing in favor
of the referendum prinviple, and giv-
ing dotaile of the method by which
the proposed Act was 10 be broaght
into operation. He sald practically
nothing reganling the proliibitory
featurey of the bill, or the detalils
of ity various provisions, simply stat-
Ing that it was “in the terms of the
Manitoba Act,”  the provisions of
which are well known. it is pro-
posced that the coming into opera-
tion of the law iy to be conditional
upon ite being ratified at an elec-
tion to be held on October 14th next
and upon ite being voted for —b!’n

exceeding one-
""""" thve total numbeor of clectors
~ @l-voted at the preceding Provin-
claT-eleetton~ I ‘such a majority

Shiontd preeail, the question of com-

pensation for liquor men is to be re-

ferred to a commission.

These propositions will be sadly
disappointing to those friends ot the
temperance cuanse who looked for
legislntion to carry out the pledge
given by Sir Oliver Mowat on leb.
6Lk, 18904, and which was in 1he fol-
lowing terms:

w1t the deeision of the Privy Coun-
cil shouhl be that the Provinee has
the jumsdiction to pass & prohibitory
liquor law an respeets the sale of
intovicating lignor, I will wtroduce
sucl o b in the following session,
i 1 am then at the head of the Goyv-
erument,

o1f the decision of the Privy Conn-
cil iy that the Provinee has Jurisdie-
tion to pass oniy i partinl protibi-
tory Liquor law, 1 will introduce such
a prob.bitory bill ay the dectsion wall
warrant, unlesy the partad probib-
tory power is 50 hmited as Lo be
inelfecbive from a tewmp: panee stande
point.”

This was the promise 1o which the
present Premier is npderatood to he
It way o promise male
Lomonsteaton

committed.

i view ol a
of public opinion manifested by
vote already Ltaken. It war not
qugEested or thonght that the car-
eatogg of it out was to be conational
upon and furtbee votim No one
imaglned that there would be pre-
gented to the publivg as a fullilment
of tho prowmise, prohibrtory legisla-

strong

“was 201,236,

THE
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FIRE

tlon so vonditioned that it could not
be wade apeentive, which Is practic-
ally the cuse  with  the propesals
made in the Leglatature on the 12th

Bven if it be adnutted, as some
people contenid, that it iy desirable
to huve another vote of the elector-
ate upon  the actund

proved, the fact still remaing that
it ir proposal to re-submit the ques-
ticn in sucl form, at such time, and

l upon such terms as will work to the
itin] disadvantaige of ihke prohibitionists

anst will be exceedingly unreasonable
and unjust.

The percentage of votes polled at
a gencral election js certain to be
largee than the pereentage polled
upon i gquestion submitted.  Into a
genernl election enter elements of
rivaley, personul interest, stroug
persuasion, effective organization,
prospect ol personal advantage, fin-

S they polled ou the Dominon
Ceite, 113,284 they would be in lhe',
yet prolibition voutd be |
the proh!bition-
ints had a

o measure em- |
TORQN_TSJ}_Q_“T' bodyimg  the principtes  bilore ap-

i that they are willing to let

minority,
defeated, although
majority of 109717
There 35 n  plausibility  at  fiest
shight in the Govermment's  RUgEes-
tion which wmust be studied belore
i effeet Is thocoughly reabized. The
gound British peinciple of democra-
tic government is the principte of
mujority rule. Any such departure
from that principle as is contem-
plated, 9 class legislation belonging
to the out of date timew when onc
geetinn of tuo community was sup-
posed to have more political rights
than another. It is exceedingly un-
falr to count as voting against a
measure peojle who refrain from
voting or who &ro kept from vot-
ing by death, sickness, indifference
or any such reason. 'The most that
can be saild about those who volun-
tarily stoy away from the polls is
the

ancial sapport. and rarivus proper | question be settled by others and

and improper metlody of
votey, somu of

would not use

Even where importiant
are voted upon simultanecously with
Lo election of representatives as in
frequently the caro in the United
States and other countries, the per-
sonal vote lg far in excess of ihe
vote ou the proposition submitted.
Tie people of tho State of Maine
voted at the same time upon ‘the
question of electing a governor and
making prohibition a part of the
State Constitution. The vote on the
question wuas 04,504, while the vote
polled for governor wae 142,413, The
state of Kunsas adopted prohibition
by a vote taken in connection with
n presidential election, In which the
votes polled for prohibition were
175,911, while the presidential vote
In both of these
States prohibition 1s successful.

questions

For the reasons stated, even when
men are at the polling booth and
balloty are placed in  their hands,
u large number of tirose who yvote
for political candidates w ill abstain
from roting on n question submit-
ted.  When u questiopn is voted up-
on at a time different from o reg-
ular election, the numoer whou o 10
tho polly will be small :ompared with
the number who vote under other
circumstances. In Torontu, on uie
important question of pludging e
credit of property owners for lirge
amounts, the vote polled if taken -
Jdependently iy always stuall. T
portant money  by-laws bave beon
carricd by less than five per cent.
of the possible vote. In South D..-
Kota the totid vote for and apaan-t
protibition at @ voling ob tutis -
tutional questions, wis 30,907, wi e
the vote poiled at the nearest @ -
eral clection way SH,7638.

It o vote on  profbitivn s
taken  at a  specid  time, bie
vole  will be wmueh smallar

than the vote tn o regulare clection
amd the provision, that prolihition-
Ints Lo succecd must poll at tie spe-
el time a4 magority [WHD
cast 1u o general election, is matn-
festly to their disadvantigge, hambe
cappitgg toem at the start with an
nnreasonabie regquirement,
poss Bleo the vote at a general eler -
tion naouantaat to 150,000, prolbib.-
tionists at the speciai voting woutl
have to poll 225001 volis 10 w1,
The lHguor men need ot vole ol al.
FEven if e fgaor party Jdid
Bard and polled a® amany sotes as

ol ol s

If, aim s

WwWOorg
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seearing 1 that

which the workors ,4i9e by tho decision of those who
con moral reform lines could not of | vqte

- public funds.

_ingy, or wnke part in discussion.

. gession of the

_disearded liquor dealers.
of prokibition will make the most

they practically consent to

A vote taken apart [rom a gen-
eral election involves Inconvenlence
to voters and wasie of time, besides
a large unnecessury expenditure of
The time chosen for
voting, Oct. 14th, i a most incon-
venient time, just after the busy
karvest, during which people have
not had opportunity to attend meet-
It
comes clove aftev
Methodist Generu)
Conference at Winnipeg, which will
take away from the city many ear-
nest workers who would like to
take part in the campaign. The
most economical and fuirest time

“for voting, if a vote is to be tak-

en, would be in connection with the
municipal elections on the 1st Mon-
day in January.

Prohibitionivts are also disadvan-
taged by the suggestion that if pro-
kibition is carried, some indelinito
compensation witl be frovided for
Opponents

possible of the argument that those
who vote for prohibition are voting

“away an unknown amount of public

money which in some form or other

must be provided at the general ex- |

pense. The bringing in of thiy new
condition 1n thiy indefinite form, un-
der these eircumstances, is another
handiznp on the  prohibitionists
which must tell to the disadvantage
of tte temperanceo cause
benefit of the bquor interests.

Indefinite compensation, . vote at
@ bad time, and the requirement of
an unfavorable majority, ave unfair
conditions of the proposed referen-
dum which make it exceedingly ob-
jeetionable to  even those prohibi-
tionists who would not take strong
wround against another vote Low-
ever unnevessar)  they might deem
any further expression of jablic
opinion. These conditions nre <o un-
just  that the proposal  to impose
them on prokibitionisty will certain-
1y be resented strongly by the great
mass of the temperance people as
undue fasvoritism towards the liguor
traftic.  Legistation so conditioned
Iv not o fuifilment of the made and
tmplicd pledges of the Government.
It Is not the legisiation which the
sttuation demands, Tt is to be sin-
corely hoped that prohibitionists will
npot aceept 1L ani that there will be
found apposed to it enonsh membery
of the Legislature to prevent its be-
ing careied ont,

PPlebis- o

tiie quadrennial l
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TorosTo, 1901,
DEAR FRIEND,—

You are respectfully requested to
carefully examine The Camp Fire,
o neat four-page monthly Prohibition
paper, full of bright, pointed, con-
venient facts and arguments ; contain-
ing also a valuable summary of the
latest news about our cause. It is just
what is needed to inspire workers
and make votes.

We are embarking on a campaign
for prohibition legislation in which
the liquor trafic will do its utmort
to block, delay, and if possible
prevent our securing the enactment
and enforcement of useful law.
we have plenty of hard fighting ahead
of us. We ust keep posted and
equipped, knowing all that is being
done by our friends and foes, and
sophistry and misrepresentation that
will be advanced.

The Camp Fire will beoneof the
best aids you can have in the struggle.
It will contain nothing but what you
need. Every number ought to be
preserved. You canuot afford to be
without it, and the subscription price
is only nominal, Twenty-five cents
per year.

While a necessity to every prohibi-
tion worker the The Camp Fire will
also be of special value for distribution.
We must keep up our educating work.
Printed watter tells. It does its work
continuously, silently, fearlessly and
No form of literature is so generally
read and so potential as the up-to-date
periodical. It comes with the force
and interest of newness and life. For
this reason the form of a wmonthly
journal has been selected.

This journal will be in every respect
relinble and readable. Every article
will be short, good and forcible, con-
taining nothing sectional, sectarian or
partizan. The literature of the old
world and the new world will be
ransacked for the most helpful and
effective materiul. The price is very
low.

Such literature will convince many
a man whom his neighbors cannot
convince. It will talk to him quietly,
in hisown home, in hisleisure moments,
when he can listen uninterruptedly,
when he cannot talk back and when
the personality of the talker cannot
interfere with the effect of the talk.

It will ply him with facts, arguments
and appeals, that will influence,
instruct and benefit him. It will set

and the him thinking. This is half the battle.

Its wide circulation will swell the
victory that we are about to win. This
is its object.

Your help isasked in this great work.
Every society should subscribe for and
distribute hundreds of copies. This is
the easiest and sarest plan of making
prohibition votes. Look at the terms:

Twenty copies will be sent
to any one address every
month for six months, for ONE
DOLLAR, payable in advance

On uo other plan can a small invest-
ment be made to produce so much of
oduncative results, One hundred and
twenty copies may bhe placed in as
mwany homes. And have mote than
HALF A THOUSAND readers.  One dollar
will cover this placing of the claims of
aur canse hefore five hundred people.
Von dollars may reach FIVIEE THOUS-
AND., WILL YOU HELP US?

Address,
F. S SPENCE,
52 Confederation Life Building,
Toronto,



