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The Trieiial I leeting of the G. i.u.
X.Xu) or MilssioNs will be held Ml) \'. in the
Conivocattion Hall of the l)iocesan Theoogical
College at Siontreal on Fridal, Sept. mth, the
business of the Provincial S> lnod, then in ses-
sion, being suspended to allon the buîsinîess
Lonnected wvith this Society to hie transýaeted.

At this meeting the Triennial lReport (i the
Board of .lManagement w'ill he presented for
consideration and adoption: two clergymen
a;nd two laymen, noininated by cadi iocesan
Synod, shal be appointed meinhers of the
Board of .lanagement for the ensuing three
years ; and the following oflicer's shail be
elected, viz.: a general secretary, a general
treasurer, and two auditors.

The existing Board o i \aagement will hold
it final meeting in the Diocesan Theological
College, AMontreal, on Tuesday, Sept. î3th, at
8 p. ni., for the adoption of its Triennial Report
and other business.

A public Ilissionary Meeting will be held in
Convocation Mall, on Tnit'Rs\\, S:Pr. 1 tih,
at 8 p.i., at whicli addresses n ill be given by
the Rev. J. G. Waller, M\.., the fist mission-
ary of the Board to Japan, lirs. Irving, Ilon.
Secretary of the Woman's \uxtiiary of the
American Church, and others.

CHURCI MISSIONS.
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N common with the rest of the Church
press, our columns bear frequent :nd sad
witness to the small support rendered ta
the work of missions, home a n d
foreign, by the vast majority of laynien

vho profess thenselves members of the one
body which if it is to justify its existence, must
be incessanty and increasingly iiissionarv.
A non-missionary Cihistian body is a contra-
diction in terms ; and the bapti.ed individual
who says, in the airy fashion of a superior
person, that lie does not " helieý e in missions"
simply' proclaims himself an infidel ; for the
command to evangehize the nations and bring
every soul into the liberty of Christ is as
absolute as it is possible for a command to be,

and its .\utho is the .tîp mlle niî.irih of the
worId. To refu-ze assent and 4onsent tio Ilis
wvill is, thierefore, tnothing less thî.în r ebellion
ginst autithority and ulnbelici in I is # liims;

antd that is exactly what ;tl),tleltîion friom mis-
wicoiary elTort really Imleans. This is not the
coninon view nof the Imatter to i if ît w'ere
soities woild not ha e t make fran it appeaIs
for help, nor vould there he so iîa.nx excuses
found (or not rendering the aid required.
Mon vi are convinced that a certain line of
action is necessar ' for pi olonging their exist-
ence or for the iicrea:se nif noildly profit are
not usuvally forward in olfering ext uses Ior not

adopting it ; excusatory pleds .are indites the
amount. ofconmiction that s Ilcing, jtist .s
complete and ready action proclaims whole-
mîîinded assent.

llence when ve hear priests asserting tbat
their people are " too poor to help missions,"
and the people ratify the plea, nt know that
the poverty is oi the heart and had. not of the
pocket. For we have the ihighes authIority
for estimating a man's poi erty or w ealth not
by the actual amîîounit of goods in his posses-
sion, but hy the spirit iiin hiich lie I.aintainîs his
ownersip, so that ln oie, however sialî his
micome, is cntitled to plead poi eirl as a reasont
for not contributing to missions. Not the
amîount, but spirit ni the ofer'ing gies t
acceptance witl the .\lmligit>, the spî iut alonte
endows the sui gi en n il h t he pon er neces-
sary for achievinîg the work it is intended to do,
and the penny that represents real sacrifice n l
do more absolute good in sacred action than a
thousand pounds given fron a low motive or
at io sacrifice Worth the naie. The widow's
cruse and the widow"s mite (heri all) ntît with-
standing, men do lot believe in the ellicacy of
offerings small in ainount, but 1 ast in sacrifice,
else they would never venture to allege poverty
as a legitimate excuse for not giving or not
asking people to give towards missions. The
wlhole course of Church historv shows that
there is no escape from this alternative ; either
ta hold ta Bible teaching, and tel) emery mai
outside a workhouse that missionary support is
his clear duty, or aflov that narron eans is
suillicient reason for not gih ing, antd, in tc
iaie of consistency, shtuit up tle Bible and
relegate it to the limbo of exploded mythts.
No third course is open to us.

Frankly ne do nîot believe in this poverty
plea, for a moment ; i is a mere excuse, and
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