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Wo met somo porsons and minglo with Lhom it nay bo for years,
yet they never by ticir words or actions influence us in the slightost
degrea; with otlers again our contact mnay bo only in tho form of
a conversation of a few hours' duration, yet they have given our
thouglits such an impctus tint we remember then forycars. Our
rolationswith others nay tond ta elevate our thouglts and feelings,
to lift us, as it were, to a higier plane; or they may tend te drag
us down, to degrade and pohuto us. They nay fill us with longings
for the truo and the good, the ideal of beauty; or they nay lower
us in the depthis of despair and destroy in us every feeling of strong
endeavour. .

It is nainly by the powers of mind and intellect that one person
controls and sways the minds of others. That a teacher does, by
his personal force, influence his pupils is granted by all. Long
after his voice is silent his opinions nill colour the lives of those
with whonm he inay have mingled. Thoy in their turn will influence
others, so who eau estimato the power of a 1strong-willed mai ?
What is communicated thus unconsciously will reniain long after
the knowledge gained by books is lost. Somto maintain that any
one will do for a teacher as long as certain facto are remembered
from books ; tint the teacher is nothing, tic knowledgo everything.
How niuci that is learnced in childhnod is entirely forgottoan ii
adult life! But that which moulds our destinies and develops our
character is gained chiefly by our contact with the minds which in-
fluence us.

SCHOOL CALISTHENICS AND GYMNASTICS.

As a matter of theory all teachers rcadily admit the necessity of
allowing physical education tu have a place in a good school system,
but all do not as a matter of practice pay systematic attention to it
as a part of school vork. The trainit.g of pupils in the regular and
beautiful exercises comprelended under some good system of gym-
nastics and calisthenies is really the only way in whici physical
education can bu efficient'y conducted, and it would ba a good thing
for the youti of this province of both sexes if the excellent example
set by the High School authorities of Chatham were more generally
followed. They have engaged the services of a thoroughly scientific
and ingenious mastor, Mr. E. B. Hougiton, himself an old pupil
of Upper Canada Cullege, and if sunie of thsu nho are responsible
for tho management of the schools would pay a visit to Chatham
and secqfor thenselves the results he as achieved, there is little
doubt thiat bis services would be in demoand in at least some" of the
neighboring towns.

The gynnas'un building wa. erectt.d and the appliances were
purchased with money voluntarily subscribed by friends of the
school, the total cost being $430. This suai aufficed to put up a
building 35ft. by 50ft., well furnished with bars, trapeze, ladders,
repos, poles, clubs, wooden rifles, single-sticks, foils, masks &c., &c
Regular class instruction is given for at least two hours a week to'
eaci form, and the pupils of both sexes attain ta such proficiency
that the annual exhibition they give to the citizens of Chatham is
by far the nost popular public entertainment of the season. The
funnds raised by these exhitious is utilized in hepmg up the gym-
nasium and imaking additions te the school library.

Only those who have acn what can ba accomplished by an en-
thusiastic and gentlemanly teacher of physical exercises with a class
of pupils, are in a position to estimate calietienics and gymnastics at
their true value cither estictic or sanitary, but both teachers and
school boards may depend upon it that they are losing opportunities
of conferring unspeakable benefits on the rising generation when
they fail te givo theso exorcises a place on their school programmes.

CORNELL UNIVERSITY.

The Annuel Register of the Cornell University supplies interest.
ing information concorning that institution. Tho history of the
University is a somowhat unique one. Tho institution owes its
existenco to the bounty of the United States and of Ezra Cornell,
an eccentric, but wealthy and philanthropie citizen of the stato of
New York. In the year 1862, the Congress of the United States
passed an Act 'granting certain public lands to all States which
should "provido at loast ona College whiere tho leading object shall
bu, without excludingothèrscientific andelassicalstudies, and includ.
ing military tactics, to teach such branches of learning as are related
to agriculturo and tho nechanic arts." The aniount of land thus ap-
propriated consisted of thirty thousand acres for eaich senator and
represuntative hich et.ch stato ad in the National Congress.
The sharo thus accruing to the state of New York was no less than
nina hundred and ninnty thousand acres.

lI 1865 the legislature of the state of New York incorporated
"Tho Cornell University" appropriating to it the incomo arising
from tho sale of the land thus granted. The chief conditions attached
to this muniticent gift were that Mr. Cornell should endow the
University with & minimum fund (if five hundred thousand dollars,
that the University should provido approved instruction in agricul-
ture, mxechanical arts, and military tactics, and also reccive annually
one student fron ach Assembly District in the state, to whom in-
struction should be given free of t.hatrge. Mr. Cornell more than
fulfilled the condition imposed on himu by adding to the required
endowment a splendid fari with the necessary appurtenances. As
there are onte htndred and Lwecsy-uight Assemibly Districts in
the state, the frue schularshups di all tillud up wuuld ainount to five
hundred and twelve.

The University was opened in October 1808. The faculty con-
sisting of professors and assistant-professors, is aided by non-resi-
dent professors and lecturers. Anong the latter arc found in the
Register for 1881-2 the distinguished names of Goldwin Smith
(Englisi Constitutional History), Edward Augustus Freeman
(Gonoral European History), Dr. Adams of the University of
Michigan, and others almost equally noted. .

The University being established by a government recognizing no
distinction of religious belief, seeks noither tu proaote any creed
nor to excludeauy. By the terms of its charter "persons of any
religious denumination are cqually elgible to all offices and appoint-
ments," and itis expressly ordered that "at no time shall a majority
of the Board Trustees be of one religious sect, or of no religious
sect." Tho University, however, possesses a liapel in. which re-
ligious services are held and discuories delivered by representative
clergymen of the various Christian denominatiuns. The Register
publishes the list of clergymen appointed, or requested, to officiato
during the current year. Tho sclection seens to have been mado
on broad principles, almost all shades of religious opinion being
represented. The Rigit Rev. Bisiop Doane of Albany and James
Freeman Clarko of Boston, may bo taken ts typical extremes.
The Canadiani pulpit is worthily represented by Principal Grant of
Queen's.

Tho President of the University front the beginning lias been
Andrew D. White, LL.D., one of the most distinguished Alumni of
Yale College. Dr. White takes a lively interest in politics as ivell
as in Education. For several years-while on leave of absence from
the University-he represented his country as Jnited States
Minister at the imperial Court of Berlin. The Register enrols the
names of 361 undergraduates.


