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" My daughter would like to be a phy-
sician," said a lady to her nedical
man. "I trust, madam, that you will
sanction nothing so indecent,"was the
inimediate reply. With gentlemen
the question has now got beyond this
style of argument; but it is still the
favourite with a few boors and not a
few ladies. It is the initial stage of
argument with which every step in
the progress of the race bas been met;
and as it is admirably suited to hurt
the feelings of women, I have little
doubt that it will be used for some
time yet against any step in advance
that women may take. As usual, the
best allies of the Extreme Right have
been the Extrenie Left. Their loud
cry of "Woman'sRights " lias led theni
to forget that there is such a thing as
Woman's Duties; their contention
that " there is no sex in mind " to for-
get that there are undoubted mental
differences corresponding to the phy-
sical differences between the sexes.
I have no desire to allude to the ex-
travagances in speech and conduct of
which they have been guilty. Let
the scant justice which women long re-
ceived serve as their excuse. The
Middle school includes all who desire
to see the same thought given to the
education of girls that bas hitherto
been given to the education of boys.
What that may involve or result in,
they are not equally clear about. Nei-
ther are they agreed as to the prac-
tical steps that should be taken in the
matter. This party has its Right
Centre, and Left Centre, and Cross
Sections. "The air is thick with
schemes for the education of women,"
soneadvocatingonescherne and others
another. But this very variety shows
how the question has advanced.
Where there was formerly indifference
or contempt, interest and intelligence
are everywhere manifested, and these
ensure that right conclusions shall
eventually be reached. For the im-
provement in England much is due to

Her Majesty, the late Prince Consort,
and the Royal family,-our own gra-
clous Princess especially. It was ow-
ing to the Queen's insistence that the
firstvote-the módestvoteof£30,ooo,
which has now swelled to between one
and two millions-for the promotion
of Common School Education in Eng-
land was pressed upon Parliament.
Her Majesty founded the first scholar-
ship in Queen's College, Harley St.,
the first public institution opened in
England for the higher education of
girls. And when, in 1871, a society
was forned for establishing on a com-
prehensive scale good secondary
schools where girls could be prepared
for such colleges as Girton, Newnham
Hall, Cambridge, and others, the
Princess Louise consented to be its
first President. Her Royal Highness
did as much for the true education of
girls in Canada by the wise words she
spoke on the occasion of consenting
to become the Patroness of your As-
sociation-words which have been
read from the pulpit, and which should
be written in letters of gold in your
annual reports; and perhaps not less
by the first walk she took from Rideau
Hall into Ottawa and back again,
sustained only by thick-soled boots
and a memorable little cane.

The grount on which I advocate a
thorough mental training for girls sim-
ilar to that which is thought essential
for boys is the equality of the sexes.
That ground is given to me in the first
chapters of Genesis. The account of
our origin given there assigns to man
a dualistic constitution both as to
nature and sex. As to nature, it is
two-fold, matter and spirit. Matter-
day-Saints, as' Matter-Evolutionists
have been called, profess to evolve
consciousness and conscience from
protoplasm, thought from no thought,
dominion over the world from the
elements of the world. And in all
ages ascetics have dishonoured the
body. Both are vrong. Man's na-
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