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SWINEY—OR DISEASE OR STRAIN OF
THE SHOULDER.

This is an affection not uncommon, but yet
tittle understood. If of recent occurrence it will
be seen that the shoulder is swelled ; if of long
standing, that the shoulder is diminished in size,
the muscles having shrunk away. The shoulder
is fiequently shiunk when there is no disease in
it. ‘This shri king arisesfrom disuse of the mus-
cles. To retain its full volume a muscle must
have constant action. Now, disuse of the mus-

i3 rarely cured. It is not unlike rheumatism.
For the chronic state the best remedy is active
blistering. 'This will rouse the vessels to ac-
tivity. It may be necessary to blister repeatedly,
and exercise should accompany the blistering,
L with good grooming and general care. Let the
exercise commence as soon as the blister begins
to diminish its discharge. ‘This treatment, con-
tinued judiciously and energetically for some
time, may cvre chronic disease of the shoulder.,
When the strain is recent, and inflammation

cles of the shoulder may arise from two causes,
1st, lameness of the foot or leg ; 2nd, laneness of
the shoulder.
ment i3 necessary for the shoulder. It muy be
easily known if it proceeds from the foot. In
such case the horse, when he moves, lifis his foot
clear from the ground; and when he points his
foot forward. he places it flat on the ground. If
the injury be in the shoulder, when he moves he
drags the toc of the foot along the ground, seem-
ingly unable to lift it clear ; when he points his
Yoot out, his tve only rests on the ground, not the
sole of the foot. If the injuryis in the shoulder
the horse reluctantly turns his head towards the

opposite shounlder; this strains the muscles: but,

fe will willingly turn his head toward ihe lame
shoulde , as this relaxes the muscles.

The common causes of shrinking or swiney of |

the shoulder, when 1itanses from the foot or injury ;

to the {eg below the shoulder, are all the diseases
of the fcot anl leg, which continue long enough
%o oceasion such a disease of the muscles of the |
shoulder as to occasion their shrinkinz., Such,
diseases are foot founder, contracuon of the foot,,
strain of the navieatar jomt, ring-bone, pumiced.
Foot, sand crack, quittor, gravel, any separation of,
zhe foot, in short, any of the vartous diszases of .
the foot which mduce the horse to favor 1t, and
thus use as little as possible the whole leg and,
shoulder.

The shrinking of the shoulder, where 1t anses
from an injury m the shoulder 1tself, has but one
ardinary cause, viz., a stram of the shoulder.
%Vhen there is stramn of the shoulder, 1t 1s known
ztonce. Withina few hoursatier 1its occurrence
zhe shounlderizswelled, perhaps itz whole length,
&ut generally at the lower end.  The strain lies
almost always in the muscles which attach the

If 1t arise from the foot, no treat-.

exists, the horse should be bled from the neck
and frora the plate vein on the inside of the leg,
as near the body as possible. Rest, cooling phy-
sic, both purgative and sedentary,should be given
—no blistering should be allowed. Embrocations
of a cooling nature should be applied. No sti-
mulants should be applied externally, or given.
They but add to the inflammation. When the
inflammation is subdued and the shoulder has
fallen back to its natural size, the horse needs
nothing but rest, with gentle exercise. Let him
Le turned out, if in the summer, to grass ; in the
winter, into a small yard in good weather, and a
loose box at mght i1 bad weather. It will take
him some time to get over the efiects and be fit
for work again.

When the shoulder is shrunk or swineyed from
lameness in the foot or leg, below the shoulder,
no attention should be paid to the shoulder.
When both feet or legs are diseased, so that the
horse szeks to relieve each alternately from pres-
sure, both shoulders will be swineyed; they will
be both shrunk, and the breast in front will be
diminished and fallin. Treatment in these cases
is to be addressed to the place of disease. If in
the feet, cure them ; if in the legs, cure them.
Some diseases in the feet cannot be cured, and,
of course, if there be swiney from such cause, it
cannot be removed. When the feet and legs are
cured, and the horse recovers thereby his wonted
action, the muscles of the shoulder will by exer-
cise, recaver their former size, and the swiney be
gone.

Among the ignorant there is a variety of reme-
dies for the swiney, as pegging (that is thrusting
a knife in the shoulder and blowing in stimulating
powders), swimming, setons, &c. A recent wri-
ter in the Southern Cultivator says, *introduce

'
'

shoulder-blade to the body ; yet the swelling is
an the outside ; but this arises from sympathy.
When the horse is observed to be lame, aud it
eannnt at once be deternuned where the lameness
is, let him be walked, and if e drag his toe, itis
in the shoulder. Let the shoulder be examined
in front; if the affection be of long standing, the
shonlder will be seen to be less than the other.
If on feeling it, it ke found to be free of heat,
there will be no fever. The discase is then
chronic. If, however, the shoulder be enlarged,
jt will be found, on feeling, to be hot—the injury
33 then recent and inillammatory. Where the
discase is in the shoulder, and is chronie, it has

the small blade of a common pocket knife {the
i point of which must be sharp), into the thinnest
.part of the shoulder, which will be near the upper
,margin of the shoulder-blade, holding the knife
as you would a pen when writing, and scratchup
the membrane that covers the bone for a space
the size of a silver dollar ; the knife may be then
withdrawn. The knife may thenbe introduced
n one or two places below the first, and used in
the same way, and the operationisover.” Now,
if the disease be in the shoulder, this method can
only cure by rousing the vessels to action. Blis-
tering will do this better, and is more humane
and less dangerous. Wounded membranes fre-

gone through the inflamunatory stage, and is of
some considerable standing. The chronic state

quently produce fatal inflammation. Blistering
is never dangerous in chronic affections, and



