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wear patent respirators, in the shape of bunches ,
of tarry oakum, tied across their months and nos-
trils; but the guano mocks at such weak de-|
feaces, and a brisk continued fusilade of sueezes
celebrates the opening of the pipe, and accompa- .
nies, in repeated voileys, and umnwilling tears, ,
the unremitting shower of pungentdust. ~Inthe
meantime, a gang of Indians are at work in the
hold, trimming and levelling the guano as it
pours frora above. Flow they contrive to exist at
all in such an atmosphere is a matter of aston-
ishment; but even they are unable to remain
below longer than twenty minutes at any one
time. They are then relieved by another party,
and return on deck perfectly naked, streaming
with perspiration, aud with their brown skins
thickly coated with gnano. The two parties thus |
alternately relieving each other, @ ship of seven
or eight hundred tons is loaded in two or three
days—the Indians working during the night, and
filling up the enclosure, ready for shipment the
following day. A smaller enclosure and pipe
supply the boats of the vessel anchored off the
island.

The guano 1s dug out with pick and shovel
down to the level of the rock, and on the North
island, the cutting thus formed, is in some places
from 60 to 80 feet in depth—in others it is only a
few inches; but these shallow sputs are com-
paratively rare, and usually border on some deep
valley, firmly packed with the prevailing sub-
stance. From the pressurc of the superincumbent
mass, the lower strata have become almost as;
hard and eompact as the rock iiself, and the color
de=nens from a light brown, orsometinines whate,
at e sarface, to nearly black at tne bottom of
the cutting.

“The guano of the Chinca Islands is said to
surpass all other deposits in its strength and fer-
tihzing quahties, and tins 1s cluetly attributed to
the fact that rain never falis on the slands.—
Owing to this extreme andity of the chmate, the
saline particles of the maaure are never held in
solution, and are therefore less hable to be lost
by evaporation, than where the surface of the
mass 1s frequently washed by heavy iains.—
Large lumps ot very strong and pure amumnonia
are, In fact, frequently turned up by the diggers.
The thick fogs that at certain seasous are of
mghtly occeurrence on the coast, convert the owter
layer into a greasy paste, which is immediately
baked by the sun 1nto a hard crust, that prevents
even the fogs from peuetrating into the interior.
This crust is completely undermined by the birds
that sull frequent the island in vast numbers,
though they are said to bear no comparison to
the wnyriads that formerly hield sole aad undis-
turbed possession of them. Tuese are misos,
gamels, penguins, pelicans, divers, sheer-beaks,
and many other sorts of sea-fowl, but the most
common is the guano bird, a very handsome
creature, beautifully variegated, and decorated
with two pendant ear-drops. Naturalists, de-
lighting in hard words, call him, I believe, sulie-
ta variegata. These web-footed culonists form
regnlar towns beneath the crust of the guano,
aud various settlements, communicating with

each othier by gallenes, running in all diiceuuns,

so that it is deemed almost impossible to set foot
upon the uutonched surface of the island, withou
sinking to the kuee in some feathered ladyy
nursery, and either smashiug her eggs, or mu-
lating her half-fledged progeny. The eg x-shiells,
amnd the remains of fish brought to feed the youny
birds, or 10 be devoured at leisure by the old ones,
must form a considerable item in the deposits.

Thickly tenanted as are the islands, aad ihe
air above, the waters beu. ath are no less full of
life. Shoals of small fish are continually passing
through the chaunnels. Whales are frequently
=een, rolling their huge bodies in the offing ; and
the numerous caves that perforate the islands e
every side, are int.abited by colonies of seals and
sea-lions, that wage an unceasing predatory war
upon the sparkling shoals that pass, unconscious
of all danger, off their gloomy sw f-bound teri-
tories.

The islands themselves, are perfectly barren,
Not a blade of grass, nor even a particle of mos,
exists upun them. They present only one brown
ari¢ expanse, incapable of furnishing food forthe
tiniest nibbler that ever gnawed a giain of com;
aud yet they possess sufficient fertilizing poser
to transfurm a barren Jesert into a fruitful garder;
and they annually furnish food in other lands, fir
thousands of huugry mortals, who never ever
heard of their existence ! They are a'so complete's.
destitute of water—the Indians who live upn
them, being supplied with this necessary of li
by the shipping, in turns. Every article of fool

’ is brought from Pisco, to which port the guam

diggers occasinnally resort to spend in extrava
gance and dissipation their hard earned wages
The Commandant resides on the North island i
a miserable cottage ; four poles stuck in th
guano, with grass mats or a few reeds stretched
between them, and covered in with 2 flat roof,ef
the same material, form -pecimens of a high
order of Chinca architecture. Furniture isd
course unknown, and clothes are as nearly soa
possible ; but the high wages given to the labor-
ers appear to balance the desagremens of their
pusition ; for several Englishmen are amongd
their number. Some of these are employed it
movring the ships alongside of the rock.

Guano has been used for agricultaral purposts
in Peru, ever since the invasion of the Spaniardy
and there are good grounds for behieving that il
use was hnown to the Indians loug anterior
that period. It is mow chiefly applied there n
the cultivation of maize and potatoes, and larg
quantities of it are consumed in the haciendss
that skirt the banks of the rivers which flow fron
the mountains through the desert, raising in thel
passage through the arid sand-ocean, long grees
islands, of cxtraordinary fertility. The mode o
applying the manure differs considerably foo
chat adopted with us. It is never used withtht
seed ; but when the plantsare a few inches abor

the sarface, a long shall trench is made close®

the roots, and in this a small quantity of gua»
is placed, the white being always preferred—
The trench beiug laid completely under waterbj
dams and sluices, erected for the purpose, ¢
where no such system of irrigation exists, otbd



