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w'ear patent respirators, in the shape of bunches sou that it is dcmcd ai -ost impossible to set foot
of tarry oakum, tied aeruîss their monthls and nos- upon the untonched surface of the islaid, withoî
trils; but the guano nocks at such veak de- sinking to thie knxce in sone featlcred lady'
feaces, and a brisk continued fusilade of snee.es iur.sery, and either snashing her eggs, or mauti-
celebrates the opening of the pipe, and accompa- lating her ialf-fledged progeny. The evz-slils,
nies, in repeated volleys, and unwilling tears, and the remains of tish brought to feed ihie iour"
the unremitting shower of pungent duzt. In the birds, or to be devoured at leisure by the old one,,
meantime, a gang of Indians are ati work in the must form a considerable item in the deposits.
hold, trimming and levelling the guano as il Thic
pours frora above. TIow they contrive to exist at air above, the waters bet, ath are no less full o-fall in such an atmospliere is a matter of astoin- life. Shoals of small lish are continually passinF
ishment ; but even they are unable to remain through the channels. Whales are frequenly
below longer than twenty minutes at any one seen,rollin! their huge bodies in the ofling; and
time. They are then relieved by another party, the nuierous caves that perforate the islands e'
and return on deck perfectly naked, streaning every side, are ini.abiteti by colonies of seals andwviîl perspiration, aund %vith'thoeir bro\%n skîîîs ge-iot, ta wvageaniiesn-pdtoy%
tliicky catod % wi th an. i'ho two vatiie s s asi g prelaory var
alternatoîy partn-eci te, zs i)o ee rîpon thie !sparklIing! shioalq that pass, unzcoitsciouý
aotrnei y rehevig each other, a ship of seven of all danger, off their gloomy -u)f-bound teni-
or eight hundred tons is loaded in two or three tories.
days-the Indians working during the might, and
filhng np the enclosure, ready for shipment tie The islands themselves, are perfectly barren.
following day. A smaller enclosure and pipe Not a blade of gracs, nor even a particle of moss,
supply the boats of the vessel anchored off the exists upoi then. Thney present only one brown
island. ari espanse, incapable of furnishing food forthe

Thei guano is dug out with pick and shovel tiniest inibbler that ever gmaived a £:ain of corn;
dowil tolthe level o ihe rock, and on the North and yet they possess suthcient fertìlizing poner
islanîd, the cutting thus formed, is in some places to transform a barren Jesert inîto a fruitful garden;
from 60 to 80 feet in depth-in others it is only a anJ they annually furnish food in ollier laiids,fer
few inches; but these shallow spots are comr- thousaIds of hunigry Inortals, w'ho never ever
paratively rare, and usually border on soie deep heard of their existence! They are also completelY
valley, lirmly packed witl thie prevailing sub- destitute of water-the Indians vho live upa
stance. Fron the pressure of the superincunbent them, being supplied with this necessary of life
mass, the lower strata have become almost as by tine shipping, in turns. Every article of fod
hard and compact as therock itself, aid the color is brought fron Pisco, to wlich port the guarc
dprnens froin a light brown, orsometimiies white, diggers occasionally resort to spend in extrava.
at ine surface, to nearly black at tie botton f gance and dissipation their hard earned wages.
the cuttiig. The Commandant resides on the North island lu

'The guano of the Chinca Islands is said to a iniserable cottage ; four poles stuck l te
surpass all other deposits in its strength and fer- guaino, with grass mats or a few reeds stretheld
tilizimg qualities, and tiis ns cliielly attributed to betveen thein, and covered in with a flat roofef
tine fact that rain never falls on the islands . the same material, forim -pecimens of a high
Owng to this extreme ardity of the cumale, the order of Chinca architectare. Furiture is d
salinie particles of the nanure are never held In course unknown, and clothes are as nearly so as
solution, and are therefore less hable to be lost possible; but the hig h wages giveni to the labor-
by evaporation, than wlhere thie surface of the ers appear to balance the desagremens of their
mass is frequentlly wasied by heavy iains.- position; for several Englishmen are amongt
Large lumps ot very strong and pure ammonia iheir number. Some of these are employed la
are, in fact, frequently turnîed up by the diggers. inooring the ships alongside of the rock.
The thick fogs thiat at certaiîî seasois are of Guano lias been used for agricultural purposes
mughtly occurrence coi the coast, convert the outer in Peru, ever siiice the invasion of the Spaniard.,
layer into a greasy paste, which is immediately and tliere are good grouncis for believing that ili
baked by the sur cillo a liard crost, that prevents use wvas known to the Indians long aîterior 10

even the fogs from penietrating into the interior. that period. It is now chiefly applied there lu
This crust is couipletely uunderiniîîed by tihe birds the cultivation of maize and potatoes, and large
ihat still frequent the island in vast numbers, quantities of it are consumed in the haciendas
though they are said to bear no comparison to tiat skirt the banks of the rivers which flow froi
the myriads that .formerly held sole aad undis- the mountains througih the desert, raising in theà
turbed possession of thein. Tîtese are misos, passage throughs the arid sand-ocean, long gree
gamets, penguins, pelicans, divers, sheer-beaks, islands, of extraordinary fertility. The mode of
and nany other sorts of sea-fowl, but the most applying the manure differs considerably from
common is the guano bird, a very handsome that adopted with us. It is never used with 1118
creature, beautifully variegated, and decorated seed ; but when the plants are a few inches abore
with t.vo pendant ear-drops. Naturalists, de- the surface, a long shall trench is made closeh
liglhtmng lin hard words, call him, I believe, sulie- the roots, and in this a small quantity of guauo
ta variegata. These web-footed colonists forin i placed, the white being always preferred.-
regalar towns beneath the crust of thie guano, The trencl being laid completely under waterb
aud various settlements, communicating wilh dams and sluices, erected for the purpose, er
caci otler by galleres, ranning in all diL.tsunns, where no such system of irrigation exists, Othe,


