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of the process from the sorting of the rags, to Drying by fire, which ail must condemn, is a
the Fourdrinier machine, and the collection of common practice. Three forked stalkes are
the continuous web with its accumulated elec- driven into the earth with three others about
tricity after its passage over the drying cylinders. nine feet distant. Foies are laid on tht!e on
Much curiosity is also excited on witnessing the which the flax is evenly spred about four feet
operation of ruling the paper, and the no less fron the ground. A fire is applied beneath
interesting action of the aliiost self-regulating wlich renders the flax brittie for the brake.
machinie, attended by a child, for cutting the Tis is a very simple implenent usrd before
paper web to the required sizes. scutching which greatly facilitates tlît opera-

Linen rags are well known to make the best tien. A goot hand-scutcher car finish five or
paper stock. Witi a view to encourage a
more extensive use of this fabric. and aiso to
procure material for the manufacture of twine, be drie rouph a ti n boar i rule
the proprietors of this establishment have erect- rows. e ser a t oare in fibre
ed a scutchiing-mill capable of finishing 100 ov.Te sretspat tefb.Aeti sctciing-ilicapbleof fnising100correct estimate of thte per centage of heckled
bundles of flax per day, each weighing 16 lbs. xa
Flax-seed is furnisled to those farmers that have fibre carnet be atie as iabl lîis
none, and the straw is contracted for at £2 per cibr e fbc at lt attet is
100 bundles. Three pouinds of fibre areconr rnthfa htliietetonsgvn100 bndie. Tbee pords f fire a e the collection of data servino, as naterial for
usually obtained from one bundle of straw. cD
The grower is charged 2d. per lb. for scutcli- ma nen.
ing, a higher rate than can in future be main- . ge
tained, but which it was necessary to impose in ge an apprimain to t e u r ? s
the infancy of the manufacture. The tow vwaste or
valued at 7 per cent., is made into paper, but pene ut e it ci in
those having Ilax scutched at the mill are entitledto ir of an ace is et it twe
to half the towv.tososta.atthpicai£3prontete lilf th tow.fariner wvîlf receive for slrav £6. E stimat-

In this County, and in Lower Canada gene- mo- the s,!ed at sixty-four bushels ai six-
rally, flax is sown, if on low grounds, on old pas- pence per bushel ivill be £1 12, iakiîig a total
ture or meadow-land ; on upland, it is sown of £7 12 per acre. Deduet fron ibis tue cost
after oats or barley. One ploughing only is of sect, say two busiels at five shillings per
given, and that in spring. This preparation of btishel ail tic other expenses £2, leaves £5 2.
the soil is far from what the flax crop demands. per acre, on an average crop of flax.
The crop is never weeded, nt least in 1 lie accepla- ea
tion of that term as used in Europe. A large e en ible of tîlisgectinuoctry. is
thistle may be occasionally pulled. This ac- cultivation in small patches for doiestic ise is
tounts for the state in which flax-seed is seen graduaify givii- plac to ils l'ni- r mwket
at oil mills before screeningç, containing- a greatat u ihs efoe crenît, cotirni ra on an extendeti scalé, mainlv owing to the en-
variety of seeds ivhicih voutid never find their i
way theî e with ordinary attention to early man- terprise o? YMessrs. i\IcDodalt and Logan anerniîicnt inantifiicturi.a127 firm, in lîoý anùds t
agement. introduction as a sti is secure.

The seed is invariably allowed to ripen, and ain, Sir,
the reason assigned is, that otherwise the fibre Your Obt. Scrvt.
could not bear its subsequent 1-eatment in

t hi d 1 k ,1 , tli Th 1 fib fi thos K KW
plants that are not matured at the tinie of pul-
ling is said to be lost in scutching. After pul-
liag, the flax is spread for three or four weeks,
or until it is sufliciently dew-rotted, on the
grouînd on vhiicl it grew ; neadow or pasturt
land is always to be preferred. It is turned oc-
casionally te prevent germination of the seed,
and bef-re lifting, tiat it may be dry. When
taken u) it is bound in bundies with withjes, and
the seed threshed off before drying.

Water-rotting is seldoin pi actised, but a
rottery on Schenck's principle is hîkely to be got
up, and the flax then saved on the Courtrai
systein.

Port Neuf, Aug. 12.
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To the Iditor of the CatnadiaL Agriculturist.

S,-In the August number is the reptort of
the United Couinties of Middlesex and Elgin
recomimending the establishment of a mode,
farim with a good and vell selectedt agricultural
library, as one of the best means of incrcasing
truc and correct information on the theory and
practice of the art.


