
AGRICULTURE. 7

REPORT ON THE STATE OF AGRICUL- PromJohn Patte, Esq.

TURE IN THE OTTAWA DISTRICT. (No. 3.) . Longueil, Sep. 1849.

F Dear Sir,-Your letter of the 20th of Auguet!,From Dr. Cotton Mathew Eerett' -was duly received, in which you expressed your
(No. 2.) East Iaukesbury, Sep. 1849. intention of representing this district by letter a

Dear Sir,-I trust you will allov me, insbtead of ithe Grand Agricultural Show at Kingston, and
answering your questions seriatim, to make such requestig y opinion as to what kinds of grain
general statements as my limited experience and are cultivated with the greatest success, the best
capacity may justify. Tie successful culture of time of sowing, the quantity of seed required per
ail vegetables depends on the following pre- acre, the best kinds of manure used, &c. &c.
requisites: 1. A soil containing certain proximate The success of groving different grains, o
principles. 2. Water and ammonia in the formi course vaiies more or less with the seasons; but
of rain. 3. Oxygen and carbonic acid in air, as a geieral rule foi this vicinity, I consider wheat
4. Certain electrical influence. In the present and corn the two kinds grown with the greatest
state of science, we can only secure the first con- success. This district possesses a variety of soils,
ditions requisite to success. It is however in our and consequently suited Io a varicty of crops,
power to place vithin the soil the pro'zimate prin- elay or mari being more especially adapted to the
ciples required by ail plants for their nutriment, growiing of wieat and oats, while a sandy or
and these abound most plenitifnlly in barn-yard liamv soit is better suited to the growing of Indian
inanure, at a certain stage of decomposition; its corn, rye, turiips, &c. iMy own farn being of a
chemical comnbination being then most adapted to eandy soil, I have not, to anîy extent, attempted
appropriation by the delicate tiksues of vegetables. the growing of vheat; but from observation and
The most valuable portions of this manure are too; my own experience, I arn of opinion that it should
frequently allowed to exude in gasses, for wvant of be sown as carly in May as possible, and that the
a slight admixture of gypsum, or sone absorbent proper quantity of seed, on land in a good state of
material. The soil itself in this district, in its cultivation, is one bushel and a half per acre.
organie constitution, is sutliciently diversified to Indian corn should be planted between the 12th
justify the culture of ail kinds of grain; but the and 20th May; old land requiriiing eight quarts of
general principles of tillage, including the admix- iseed per acre, and niew land somevhat less. This
ture of soils and a rotation of crops, are alnost'crop requires good lusbaiidrv in order to secure
wholly unknown. Most of our farms are in an Isuccess, and w'hei properly dealt with, eierally
anoinalous transition state, between the wiilderness gives a greater remuneration for labour titan any
and arable land; a state attended with many dif- other--tiirty, forty, and sometimes sixty bushels
ficulties, surmountable only by time and untiring being obtained froin an acre. It is atso a good
energy. Our condition might be ameliorated by crop to clear the land of weeds and prepare it for
labour-saving machines, a great (lesideratuin here. a crop of wheat. Two meii with a team of horses
Much diversity of result lias attended my owin ex- can cultivate ten acres, when the land is not
perimental agriculture, induced mainly by the exceedingly fou]. The time of labour may be
fluctuationof theseasons. I have generally found 1aid to extend from the Ist of May to the 1st of
early crops of all kinds the most prolific, though Angust, with the exception of harvesting, which
occasionally the reverse bas happened. For some lis performed towards the close of September.
years wheat bas been justly considered an uncer- I would here beg to remark,. that a sandy ortam crop. Corn was so for a term of years pre- loamy soil is more eaily exhaubted than a clayvionsly. Every other crop fails occasionally. lone. On this ceount great regard should beWheat has of late years probably averaged te a rotation of crops, on lands of a light orbushels ; oats, twenty ; peas, fourteen ; and barley sandy soi, aud also 1o a re«ular system of
eighteen bushels per acre. This lamentably low manuri . The to whc hav pured
estimate is inteuuded fo hsvcntadi1 arn manuring. The înethod whicli 1I have pursued.,for this viciuty, au is, I and which I think might be advantageouslypersuaded, not far from the truth. Such a result a
is perhaps equally owing le imperfeet tilhc- ,n jadopted on ail the higrlu lands in this district, is as
td rh sey unao nrabtierfecttilagne aInd follows. I break up pasture or meadow land andto dry or otherwise unfavourable seasons. Little s:owv oats and peas, or plant corn : when 1 plantrivalry exists among the people, and labour (01u eorat I ue gypasum or uleac:ed ahei, a oneonly capital) is deteriorated by its mjudicious and I se p hl or pumorsten buhelsa oseihhel aud a haif ofgyj).um or teli bu.Aiels of ashes
indiseriminate expenditure. Individual excep- 1per acre, and apply it immediately after the first
tions exist, but the example is well nigli lost upon aweedin. T he s c nyeiaeia good d rs
the mass. I a 111 qualified to propose remedial obarnard manure and plant corn or potatoes.thece., nor do supposethey wold hie within The third year, I sow wheat or oats, and seed

t c r reqJ s mlovn; or which. is preferable on dry land, I sowentering upon any oter topics connected witlh fail rye after wheat, and then seed down withthis subject, for want of time, and subscribe timothy. The first year after seeding down, I sow
e 'I aSirabout one bushel and a half of plaster per acre.a >b, Sir, mow two years and then break up again, orYour obedient servant, pasture two years, vhich is better, when uirovided

E. M. EvErETT. with fences. The present season has been very
To Charles P. Treadvell, Esq., unfavourable for the hay crop as well as for ail

President, O. D. A. Society. others, in consequence of the drought. Where 1


